
MINUTES 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 
OCTOBER 9, 2013 
 
Mayor Jeff Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Council members present were 
Jean Soine, Kay McDaniel, and Gene Beavers. Donavan Mayer was absent. Others present 
were Renee Eckerly, City Administrator; Ron Mergen, Public Works Director; Jennifer Welling, 
Administrative Assistant; Bill Spooner, City Attorney; Chuck DeWolf, Bolton & Menk, Inc.; 
Amber Young, Social Media Specialist; Ellarry Prentice, Press; Angie Ahrends, Dwaine Weber, 
Paul Stock, MPCA; Michael Kanner, MPCA; Karen Voz, Minnesota Department of Health; and 
Steve Robertson, Minnesota Department of Health.  
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Council members gave verbal activity reports. Eckerly 
mentioned that the Annual Chamber Banquet will be held on Monday, January 13, 2014. 
Eckerly asked the Council if they would prefer the October 22, 2013 Airport Zoning Board be 
joint with the City Council.  
 
Ron Mergen, Public Works Director reported the following: 

 The beach/parks had an excellent year with 25 reservations at Veterans Park and about 
12 reservations at Gazebo Park 

 Received a number of complements on the parks 

 Airport hangars are full and there is a waiting list  

 Purchased another load of fuel 

 Trail – working with Township on planting trees 

 Wastewater irrigation is completed for the season 

 Hydrant flushing is being done today and tomorrow 

 Leaf pick up will be held on Saturday, October 26, 2013 

 Recycling guidelines 

 Compost Site hours 

 Electrical rates 

 RV Dump has received approximately $337.00 in donations 
 
Thompson mentioned that October is Fire Prevention month and the Fire Department will host 
an open house this weekend. Big Red rides are scheduled for the second graders and the Fire 
Department’s annual fundraiser is going to be held on Saturday night at the American Legion.  
 
Paul Wegner, Police Chief reported the following: 

 Finished up on the sale of surplus vehicles 

 According to the Federal Government website Paynesville did not receive the SRO 
grant for a school officer 

 Working with the department’s volunteer on old files and year-end reports 

 Winter parking restrictions start November 1st 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Motion to approve the minutes from the following meeting:  July 15, 2013 Planning 
Commission. 



Motion to approve the following vouchers:        

10/03/2013 Payroll 86985-86989 $3,819.24 

10/03/2013 Payroll Direct Deposit 
 

$15,087.55 

10/03/2013 Payroll Taxes 86990-86997 $5,346.99 

10/03/2013 Payroll - Fed 
 

$5,267.43 

10/03/2013 Payroll - State 
 

$958.41 

10/03/2013 Payroll - ING 
 

$275.00 

10/03/2013 Payroll - TASC 
 

$446.13 

10/03/2013 Payroll - PERA 
 

$4,410.78 

10/03/2013 Payroll - AFLAC 
 

$124.46 

10/04/2013 Vouchers 86998-87063 $131,136.34 

  
TOTAL $166,872.33 

 
Motion to approve the training request for SFST and OPUE for Chief Wegner. 
 
Motion to accept resignation of Bridget Weber, Liquor Store Clerk effective October 8, 2013. 
 
Motion to approve the attendance of Ron Mergen to the Central District Water Operator Training 
on October 23, 2013 in Collegeville, MN.  
 
Thompson announced the request to move up Item C in Old Business.  
 

Motion was made by Beavers to approve the Consent Agenda. Seconded by 
Soine and unanimously carried.  

  
MPCA – FORMER MID-TOWN SERVICE STATION  
 
A letter from the Minnesota Department of Health dated August 13, 2013 and a letter from 
MPCA dated October 4, 2013 were presented.  
 
Minnesota Department of Health Report  
Steve Robertson, MN Department of Health reviewed their report dated August 13, 2013: 

 Looked at various issues in regards to public health 

 Exposure issues that might be present 

 Provided a second set of eyes to look at the situation  

 Contaminations 

 Ground Water Contaminations 

 Exposure Pathways 

 Conclusion and recommendations: 
o Recommends further investigation: 

 Control 
 Possible removal 
 Investigate location and well proximity 

 
MPCA has concerns about this document and doesn’t agree with the conclusions. There is a 
lot of un-certainty in the ground, but reasonable people can disagree. There is a need to collect 
more information so persons can find better solutions to deal with it.  
 



Thompson stated that protecting the drinking water is number one.  There was some 
discussion regarding Dr. Herbrandson’s conclusions and removal of the LNAPL. It was 
questioned when does the Minnesota Department of Health step in and demand action.  
Robertson replied, when the City wells are contaminated; all can agree that the City wells are 
threatened.  
 
MPCA – Request For Access Agreements 
Mike Kanner and Paul Stock, MPCA were in attendance. Thompson stated that MPCA is 
requesting to place more testing wells on private and right of way properties to conduct more 
testing.  
 
Kanner explained that he is the manager of petroleum and remediation with MPCA and has 
over 25 year of experience with over 19,000 sites. Kanner reported the following: 

 Petroleum biodegrades, it evaporates, and bacteria eat it 

  At the site tanks were removed, excavation occurred, and soil was removed 

 Two wells were contaminated and were replaced 

 Wells are being sampled regularly to protect the water  

 Appears to be in the biodegradation stage and stable 

 Expect numbers to drop 

 Plume is stable and the City wells are safe 

 Asking for access to install additional wells to make sure what the tests are showing is 
correct 

 In respect that the test wells are visible and bothersome to residents; MPCA asked for 
an at grade variance from the Minnesota Department of Health, which was denied 

 6 wells would be at grade with the remaining 3 above ground 

 The wells are not welcomed, but necessary and have installed thousands throughout 
the state; they have not decreased property values 

 MPCA has the authority to get access 
 
It was suggested that if the priority is to test, than MPCA should pay for access. Kanner stated 
that MPCA has the right to put the wells on private property, but is not going to pay for it. 
Mergen expressed an issue with the location of the well at Lake Ave. and South St. as the 
snow plow will hit it. If this is an at grade site the City would support it. At grade well sites can 
only be installed in traffic area, if the location is not in a traffic area it will likely be denied.  
Mergen stated that the City does not want them in the street. Kanner promised to try and 
satisfy the City’s needs.  
 
Thompson commented that if the community is peppered with test wells it doesn’t speak highly 
of the community. Kanner stated that there have been thousands of wells installed all over the 
state and they have never created a problem or decreased property values.  
 
Mergen asked, if the City approves access and the wells are installed, how long it will be 
before the City receives the results, what if more contamination is found, and what is the next 
step. Kanner said that a work order would be ordered, results would go to a lab to be analyzed 
and it is hard to determine what would happen next.  
 
There was some discussion on the possibility of needing a City variance to place objects in the 
City’s right of way.  



The contamination levels and the movement of the plum were questioned. Paul Stock, MPCA 
Sr. Hydrologist stated that the Department of Health’s review was based on data from March 
2012.  Concentrations have gone down since then.  There is a need to collect additional 
information to map the flow.  It was stated that the reports don’t agree with each other. Kanner 
stated that even though the plum is stable, MPCA would like to install the wells for further 
testing.  It was asked what the average time is for the contamination to degrade.  Kanner said 
25 or more years. It was asked if there are interventions or steps to speed the process up.  
Kanner stated that the bacteria is already out there; there is no need to purchase any.  
 
Stock explained how the plum behaves, the number of plums, and the policies that make sure 
the LNAPL is not moving. It was stated that the threat is immediate.  Kanner replied that MPCA 
is not in the same place the Council is. The Council’s concern is the community.  Kanner said 
MPCA has the same.  It was further stated that the City is not convinced that the plume is 
stable. It was stated that the City needs to be prepared; the contamination is going to affect the 
City wells sometime in the future. All entities need to look ahead and try to be prepared.  
 
A flow model was discussed.  Stock stated that models are great for wellhead protection, but 
MPCA’s program relies on pure evidence; collect evidence, drill, map flow, and test wells.  
 
Eckerly asked out of the 18,000 sites taken care of, has MPCA removed the wells or capped 
them.  Kanner said yes, after a few years of sampling and closure of the site the wells are 
required to be capped.  
 
Variance(s) and concrete pad(s) were further discussed. It was suggested that the City write a 
letter indicating their intent to approve the accesses with the understanding of the requirement 
of a variance(s) and/or concrete pad(s).  
 Motion  

Motion was made by Mayer to grant access to MPCA with the understanding that 
there may be the requirement of variances and/or cement pads (Lake Ave. and 
South St. intersection) and authorize the Mayor and City Administrator to sign the 
necessary documents. Seconded by Soine.  Motion was m 

 
It was questioned why so many test wells have to be installed and the location of them.  Stock 
said there are not enough wells in the area to map the capture zone.    
 

The motion passed 4:1 (Thompson, yes; Soine, yes; Mayer, yes; McDaniel, yes; 
and Beavers, no). 

 
BUSINESS SUBSIDY/MIF – LOUIS INDUSTRIES  
 
Resolution 2013 – 24 Setting A Public Hearing On The Proposed Business Subsidy To Louis 
Industries, LLC was presented.  This is necessary as the EDAP loan being applied for is over 
$100,000.00.  The Public Hearing will be held on Wednesday, October 23, 2013 at 6:15 p.m. 
 

Motion was made by Soine to approve Resolution 2013 – 24 Setting A Public 
Hearing On The Proposed Business Subsidy To Louis Industries, LLC.  Seconded 
by Mc Daniel and unanimously carried.  
 



Motion was made by Soine to set a Minnesota Investment Fund Public Hearing.  
Seconded by Mayer and unanimously carried.  

 
SMALL CITIES GRANT RENTAL REHAB MORTGAGE SATISFACTION - SCHLEPER   
 
The Mortgage Satisfactions for Lee Schleper in the amounts of $3,487.00 and $2,615.00 totaling 
$6,102.00 was presented.  
 

Motion was made by Beavers to approve the Mortgage Satisfaction for Lee Schleper 
for the Small Cities Grant Rental Rehab Program. Seconded by Soine and 
unanimously carried.  

 
WATER TREATMENT PLANT REHAB PROJECT   
 
DeWolf reported that the project has been certified by the Minnesota Department of Health and 
the PFA is also reviewing the project. 
 
WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY RE-SCOPING PROJECT  
 
DeWolf reported that the facility is functional.  Contractors are addressing issues and trouble 
shooting.  Site restoration and punch list items are also being addressed.  
 
Application For Payment No. 12 in the amount of $94,078.51; payable to Magney 
Construction, Inc. for work completed through October 2, 2013 was presented.  
  

Motion was made by Beavers to approve the Application For Payment No. 12 in the 
amount of $94,078.51; payable to Magney Construction, Inc.  Seconded by 
McDaniel and unanimously carried.  

 
SALE OF THE 2002 MAZDA, 1996 FORD EXPLORER, AND THE 2006 FORD CROWN 
VICTORIA 
 
The sale of surplus vehicles is now complete. Items were listed on Ebay for sale on September 
23rd and ran through October 3rd. The vehicles were also advertised on the Cities Website, 
Craigslist, and in the Paynesville Press. Previous dealers were also contacted; reference the 
2006 Ford Crown Victoria. 
 
The following Ebay bids were received: 
 2006 Ford Crown Victoria   $2,325.00  from a person from Michigan 
 1996 Ford Explorer   $3,550.00 Bruce Elfering, Paynesville, MN 
 2002 Mazda     $3,200.00 from a person from Foxhome, MN 
 

Motion was made by Beavers to approve the sale of: 
 2006 Ford Crown Victoria  $2,325.00  from a person from Michigan 
 1996 Ford Explorer   $3,550.00 Bruce Elfering, Paynesville, MN 
 2002 Mazda     $3,200.00 from a person from Foxhome, MN 

Seconded by Soine and unanimously carried.  
 



SURPLUS PROPERTY – FIRE & PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT RADIOS & MISC.  
EQUIPMENT 
 
The following equipment was advertised for sealed bids: 

Fire Department Radios 
2 Makita Cordless Drills 
Public Works Department Radios 
1968 Rosco Vibrastat II Packer 

 
The bids were due at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, October 4, 2013 at which time the bids were 
opened and read aloud.  The following bids were received: 

Fire Department Radios    $200.00 Bruce Elfering 
2 Makita Cordless Drills    $1.00  Bruce Elfering 
Public Works Department Radios   $10.00 Bruce Elfering 
1968 Rosco Vibrastat II Packer   $54.77 Mark Eckerly 

 
Motion was made by Soine to accept the bids in the amounts of $200.00 from 
Bruce Elfering for the Fire Department Radios, $1.00 from Bruce Elfering for the 2 
Makita Cordless Drills, $10.00 from Bruce Elfering, for the Public Works 
Department Radios, and $54.77 from Mark Eckerly for the 1968 Rosco Vibrastat II 
Packer.  Seconded by McDaniel and unanimously carried.  
 

CREDIT UNION PROPERTY 
 
The Council discussed if they desired an abstract or title insurance on the Credit Union 
property, on Minnie St., that the City is trying to purchase. Spooner noted that the Purchase 
Agreement gave the Credit Union an option for either.  
 

Motion was made by Beavers to seek title insurance on the Credit Union property.   
Seconded by Mayer and unanimously carried.  

 
INFORMATIONAL 
 
Thompson reviewed the following informational items:  Electric Usage Report, West Central  
Sanitation September Garbage Report, Library – Preprinted Tax Forms, September Police  
Reports, CenterPoint Energy- Rate Increase, September Liquor Store Reports, and Edward  
Schmitz Property – Fire Chief Letter. The historic downtown Paynesville framed  
photographs were donated to the City by Barb Kotten. They were previously displayed in  
Tucks Café.  
 
Eckerly mentioned that the cleanup of the Edward Schmitz property is moving ahead. 
  
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:52 p.m. 
 
 

     
Renee Eckerly, City Administrator 


