
MINUTES 
CENTRACARE HEALTH – PAYNESVILLE VARIANCE PUBLIC HEARING 

 
MAY 12, 2014 
 
Mayor Jeff Thompson opened the Public Hearing at 6:45 p.m. Council members present were 
Kay McDaniel, Donavan Mayer, Jean Soine, and Gene Beavers. Others present were Renee 
Eckerly, City Administrator (6:03 p.m.); Ron Mergen, Public Works Director; Jennifer Welling, 
Administrative Assistant; Bill Spooner, City Attorney; Ellarry Prentice, Press; Chuck DeWolf, 
Bolton & Menk, Inc.; JoLyn Lindquist, Social Media Specialist; Bill Ludwig, Liquor Store 
Manager; Paul Wegner, Chief of Police; Tom Koshiol, Trail Guards; Neil Herzberg, Linda 
Henrichs, Bill Henrichs, Mark Dingmann, CentraCare; Dennis Miles, CentraCare; Frank Carter, 
CentraCare; Reed Ringstad, Sue Hecht, John Derichs, Nathen Derichs, and Dave Currens.  
 
A Variance request has been submitted by CentraCare Health – Paynesville, 200 First St. West, 
Paynesville, MN.  They wish to extend a vestibule to the north side of the building out to where 
the current MRI Trailer sits.  They are further wanting permission to allow the trailer to be parked 
at its location on a more “permanent” basis.  The current facility is non-conforming and does not 
meet the 25’ setback. The proposed vestibule would not meet the set back and is requiring a 
16.4’ variance.  The trailer also does not meet the setback as it will be right on the property line 
and will need a 25’ variance. The Planning Commission has reviewed this and recommends 
approval.  The City requires that all parts of the facility and/or its extensions (including the trailer) 
be placed within CentraCare Health – Paynesville’s property line boundaries.  
 
Miley reported that CentraCare has negotiated to have a MRI on campus 24/7.  Currently the 
machine is here 3 days a week and most weekends.  The current trailer is 7’ into the City’s 
right of way and has been encroaching for 20 plus years. Ideally this would be best to have in-
house, but there is no space.  CentraCare is looking at a mobile unit attached by a vestibule. 
The proposed unit would be longer and wider. This would provide a more positive experience 
for the patients. The request is to obtain a Variance to bring the vestibule and trailer up to the 
property line and to obtain an encroachment agreement to allow the trailer to sit over the 
property line.  The trailer would sit on a more “permanent” basis.   
 
Mayer and McDaniel have both visited the site and it would not be as encroaching on the 
street. Soine stated it would not affect traffic flow. 
 
Mayer stated that the trucks coming and going is a disruption; this would be less noise and 
traffic.   
 
The parking pad would be extended, but would not interfere with the existing sidewalk.  
 
Spooner stated that this is an unusual situation.  The City does not own the street right of way.  
The right of way was dedicated to the City in the plat.  The City always reserves the right to 
stop an encroachment with appropriate notice. The City can’t permanently give up street right 
of way.  
 
It was suggested to draft an agreement to reserve the right to have the trailer moved with 
some type of notice and liability will need to be addressed.  
 



The appearance of the trailer was questioned as well as if there is another place on 
CentraCare’s property for this trailer.  Miley replied that the trailer will have an improved look 
and there is no other place on-site for the trailer due to its length and width. If the approval 
process takes too long the idea may have to be abandoned.  
 
 
There being no further comments or questions the Public Hearing was closed at 7:01 p.m. 


