
MINUTES 
PAYNESVILLE ARCH, LLC VARIANCE PUBLIC HEARING 

 
MAY 8, 2013 
 
Mayor Jeff Thompson opened the Public Hearing at 6:31 p.m. Council members present were 
Kay McDaniel, Donavan Mayer, Jean Soine, and Gene Beavers. Others present were Renee 
Eckerly, City Administrator; Ron Mergen, Public Works Director; Jennifer Welling, 
Administrative Assistant; Bill Spooner, City Attorney; Ashley Alsum, Cable Coordinator; Chuck 
DeWolf, Bolton & Menk, Inc.; Ellarry Prentice, Press; Neil Herzberg, Paul Wegner, Police 
Chief; Ed Tschida, Kevin Cook, McDonalds; Kevin L. Cook, McDonalds; Glen Simons, Bob 
Liestman, Fire Chief; Josh Reed, North Fork Crow River Watershed District; Ken Hess, Corey 
Gerads, Alliance Builders ; Dick Johnson, Koronis Lake Association; Stan Yarmon, Brian 
Savage, Bob Huot, PAHCS; and Walt Freiberg.  
 
A Variance Application submitted by Paynesville Arch, LLC to construct a sign and detached 
shed/trash enclosure was presented.  They wish to erect a sign up to 60’; it could be less, but 
not any more than 60’.  They will meet the 5’ sign set back, but not the height restriction of 35’.  
They also wish to erect a detached shed/trash enclosure but will not meet the 20’ rear set back 
as they will only be 5’ from the property line therefore needing a 15’ variance.  Also the 
structure will not meet the 10’ side set back as they will only be 5’4” so they will need a 4’6” 
variance.  
 
In the preconstruction meeting it was discussed that a statement be added to the Variance that 
addresses that the City will allow building within the City’s easement, but if work must be done 
within the easement and damage is incurred; the costs and expenses for such would be 
consumed by Paynesville Arch, LLC. Attorney Spooner drafted an Agreement addressing such 
and has made note of it in the Grant of Variance.  Paynesville Arch, LLC has reviewed this and 
agreed to it.   
 
The Planning Commission has reviewed this and recommends approval. 
 
Gerads’ noted the two variance requests: 
 1. Shed and trash enclosure will be built with masonry block and have gates for entry and 

exit. 
2. Sign height up to 60’ for visibility for westerly traveling traffic.  A site line test may result 

in 50’ or even less; however, the site line test has not been conducted yet.  
 
Fly zone encroachment was questioned. DeWolf stated that he would need the top elevations 
to verify flight restrictions, but doesn’t anticipate it being a problem; however, would like to 
check on this before the sign is built.  
 
Yarmon asked if McDonalds talked to any adjacent land owners in regards to the placement of 
the garbage. The garbage will be within 15’ of his main entrance for owners, employees, and 
customers. Yarmon opposed the location of the trash enclosure.  
 
There was discussion regarding parking and location of such.  
 



It was asked how McDonalds would accompany semi or oversized traffic.  The traffic would 
flow in the area behind the drive through lanes.  
 
Yarmon suggested moving the garbage to south of the lot where no businesses are. Yarmon 
further asked how the odor, flies, and/or rodents would be controlled.  
 
There was some discussion on the process of notifying adjoining properties.  
 
It was asked if the trash enclosure could be moved. Gerads stated that the layout has been 
designed by an engineer for its specific location, due to semi flow accessing the property, and 
it is out and away from traffic. 
 
It was reported that the trash enclosure is identical to the Credit Union’s. The grease and 
wastewater is trapped underground and pumped. The enclosure will be for paper, un-eaten 
food, and cardboard and is picked up twice a week. To date there have been no problems with 
trash at any of the other locations.  
 
Yarmon further expressed his concern and suggested moving the trash enclosure to the 
opposite side.  
 
Gerads agreed to have his engineers look at it.  
 
Thompson recessed the Public Hearing at 6:49 p.m. to open the Pay Del Co Lot Split Public 
Hearing.  
 
Thompson Re-opened the Paynesville Arch, LLC Variance Public Hearing at 6:52 p.m. 
 
There was some discussion regarding variances in general and the need to change the 
ordinances.  
 
 
There being no further comments or questions, Thompson closed the Public Hearing at 6:54 
p.m. 
 


