
MINUTES 
BOARD OF APPEAL AND EQUALIZATION 

 
MAY 7, 2015 
 
Jeff Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Other Board members present were 
Donavon Mayer, Neil Herzberg, Kay McDaniel, and Jean Soine. Others present were Renee 
Eckerly, City Administrator; Jennifer Welling, Administrative Assistant/Zoning Specialist; Kathy 
Korte, Stearns County Assessor’s Office; and Randy Lahr, Stearns County Assessor’s Office.  
Also present were Elliot LaBeau, Harlin Leusink, and Matt Larson.  
 
The intent of the meeting was to bring facts forward and present them to the Board of Appeal & 
Equalization to determine adjustments. This board has the final say. After the Board has made 
its decision each property owner will receive a letter stating the outcome. If a property owner 
does not like the outcome they are welcome to present their case to the County Board of 
Appeal and Equalization. The Board will hear testimony and then make a decision.  
 
Kathy Korte and Randy Lahr introduced themselves and handed out the packet of property 
sales for the year commenting that there were 27 sales. Typical adjustments by property type 
were: 
 Residential 3% - 8% average adjustment 4% 
 Apartment 0 - 2% average adjustment 1% 
 Commercial /Industrial 0% - 2% average adjustment 1% 
 
419 Mill St. W – Harlin Leusink and Matt Larson were in attendance representing The Wash 
House, owners of the property. They purchased the property on an auction in 2014 for 
$43,050.00 and disagree with the assessed value of $79,900.00. The property is worth 
$50,000.00; had to replace piping, stairs are crooked, old rock foundation and cellar is not 
livable. The house was built in 1890 and the garage was built in 1951.  There is no basement, 
no usable attic, and old wiring.  
 
Korte presented some sale comparisons and suggested a reduction from $79,900.00 to 
$72,900.00. Korte stated that foreclosure and auction sales are not taken into consideration.  
There is a lot of house there with a lot of character.  
 
Leusink and Larson wish to see the valuation between $50,000.00 - $60,000.00. The value of 
the property is only what it brings or what someone is willing to pay for it.  
 
Property taxes for 2015 were $1,030.00. 
 
592 Business 23 W – Elliot LeBeau presented two independent appraisals that were done last 
year that were within $1,000.00 of each other ($75,000.00 and $74,000.00).  Current valuation 
is $86,200.00.  The house was built in 1898 with a partial basement.  There has been some 
updates that include a kitchen remodel. 
 
Korte stated that cost comparisons are hard to find that are similar in size.  
 



70.39195.0000 – Eleanor Gavin wrote a letter regarding her property; home is valued at 
$17,800.00 and vacant lot is valued at $11,900.00.  Hartman’s have 4 lots valued at 
$32,000.00. 
 
Korte gave figures of neighboring properties and asked if the vacant lot is buildable?  Welling 
said yes, but may have some obstacles if the property is in the Shoreland Overlay District. 
 
Recommended changes: 
Leusink & Larson  Current Value  $79,900.00 
   Recommendation  $72,900.00 
 
LaBeau  Leave as is, no change 
 
Gavin    Current Value $11,900.00 
   Recommendation $10,400.00 
 
 Motion was made by Mayer to approve the recommended changes: 

Leusink & Larson  Current Value  $79,900.00 
     Recommendation  $72,900.00 

LaBeau  Leave as is, no change 
Gavin   Current Value $11,900.00 

     Recommendation $10,400.00 
 Seconded by Soine and unanimously carried.  
 
 
There being no further questions, the meeting was closed at 7:09 p.m.   
 
 

             
Renee Eckerly, City Administrator 

 


