MINUTES

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
APRIL 28, 2014
Mayor Pro Tem Jean Soine called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Council members present were Kay McDaniel, Donavan Mayer, Jean Soine, and Gene Beavers. Jeff Thompson was absent. Others present were Renee Eckerly, City Administrator; Ron Mergen, Public Works Director; Jennifer Welling, Administrative Assistant; Bill Spooner, City Attorney; Ellarry Prentice, Press; Chuck DeWolf, Bolton & Menk, Inc.; Neil Herzberg, Linda Henrichs, Tena Ryte, Ken Reiman, Tony Whelchel, Jake Depuydt, Building Official; and Gerry Mehr.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Council members gave verbal activity reports.

Building Official, Jake Depuydt introduced himself and noted that this was his 4th day as the City’s Building Inspector.  Depuydt explained that it was not intentional that he missed the last Council meeting. 
CONSENT AGENDA
Motion to approve the minutes from the following meeting:  March 10, 2014 Public Works, Committee, January 21, 2014 EDAP Board, February 20, 2014 Ad Hoc Council Chambers Design Committee, and March 4, 2014 Ad Hoc Council Chambers Design Committee.


Motion to approve the following vouchers:       
	04/16/2014
	Payroll - Voided Checks
	88184-88186
	$0.00

	04/16/2014
	Payroll 
	88187-88189
	$3,440.29

	04/16/2014
	Payroll Taxes
	88190-88195
	$4,839.08

	04/16/2014
	Payroll Direct Deposit
	
	$17,181.21

	04/16/2014
	Payroll - Fed
	
	$5,714.20

	04/16/2014
	Payroll - State
	
	$1,101.64

	04/16/2014
	Payroll - ING
	
	$275.00

	04/16/2014
	Payroll - TASC
	
	$451.37

	04/16/2014
	Payroll - PERA
	
	$5,167.33

	04/16/2014
	Payroll - AFLAC
	
	$139.41

	04/16/2014
	Payroll - SELECT
	
	$353.85

	04/16/2014
	Vouchers
	88196-88197
	$7,633.65

	04/22/2014
	Vouchers
	88198-88253
	$873,175.68

	
	
	TOTAL
	$919,472.71 


Motion to approve the attendance of Bill Ludwig to the MN Municipal Beverage Association Annual Conference May 18 – 20, 2014.

Motion to approve Cigarette License for 2014 for Casey's Retail Company, Store 3387.

Motion was made by Beavers to approve the Consent Agenda. Seconded by 
McDaniel and unanimously carried. 

FIRE DEPARTMENT – RESTATED BYLAWS OF THE PAYNESVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT 
RELIEF ASSOCIATION 
Representatives from the Fire Relief Association were in attendance to present the restated bylaws.  Mehr explained that the wording changes were suggested by Spooner. It was noted that there was a typo on page 13, section 6 (seized/ceased). Mehr stated that this document needs to be reviewed on an annual basis. 

Motion was made by Mayer to approve the Fire Department – Restated Bylaws Of 
The Paynesville Fire Department Relief Association.  Seconded by McDaniel and 

unanimously carried. 

REQUEST FOR FEES TO BE DELAYED/WAIVED – FUCHS FAMILY 

Linda Henrichs, Fuchs family representative was in attendance to request that trunk area fees for water and sewer and parkland dedication for the proposed industrial portion of land be delayed and the parkland dedication for the homestead be waived. The written request was presented as information only at this time. Henrichs explained the property split of 2.9 acres (homestead) and 4.9 acres (raw land). There is no intent to develop the land.  Henrichs is requesting the waiver of trunk water, trunk sewer, and park land dedication fees be waived. 
Eckerly restated that this is coming tonight as information only as the Council has never done something like this before and may need some further research. There was some discussion on imposing the fees if the land is further developed. The use is not changing; this is just being platted so that the lots can be split. Zoning was also mentioned (residential & industrial). 
ALLEY VACATION - AMPI 

The Alley Vacation Petition submitted by AMPI was presented.  The proposed alley vacation is only a section of alley; approximately 47 feet. This alley lies between Railroad St. and James St. between River St. and Augusta Ave. To date AMPI has not signed the Quit Claim deed for the 10’ of alley the City wants to widen the alley for increase in traffic.  

It was asked why the City would grant this if AMPI has not done what the City wants.  Spooner stated that the Council must set the public hearing, but they don’t have to grant the vacation.  Spooner explained that a resolution could be drafted under the assumption that the City would not vacate the south 10’ that the City wants for the alley.  It was suggested to draft the resolution to exclude the south 10’ so that AMPI does what was previously promised. 

Motion was made by Mayer to approve Resolution 2014-12 Setting A Public Hearing On Vacation Of An Alley Commenced By A Petition Of Majority Of The Abutting Land Owners with the public hearing being set for Wednesday, May 28, 2014 at 6:30 p.m.  Seconded by McDaniel and passed 3:1 (Thompson, yes; Soine, yes; Mayer, yes; McDaniel, yes; and Beavers, no). 

CITY COUNCIL WORKING SESSION 

It has been suggested to set a City Council Working Session.  Agenda items so far include; Liquor Store Site and Council Chambers Re-design.  Possible dates:


Tuesday, May 13, 2014

6:00 p.m.


Wednesday, May 14, 2014

6:00 p.m.


Thursday, May 29, 2014 

6:00 p.m.

This item was tabled as June dates are needed. 
PURCHASE OF CABLE EQUIPMENT – VIDEO SERVER

A quote in the amount of $8,265.00 (this is less than what was presented and approved by the Cable Committee, the original amount was $8,882.00) for a SD Broadcast Automation Server Video from AV Solutions, Inc. was presented. The quote does not include installation or taxes if applicable. Eckerly recommended the City purchase a new server for the cable channel.  This would allow persons to email the City the videos rather than dropping off DVD’s. The videos would be dropped on the server and loaded.  This process involved less management and increases broadcast ability. The original price has been reduced and the Cable Committee has reviewed this and recommends approval with funds to be taken out of Capital Improvement. It was asked if this would support digital formats and software. Eckerly said yes.  Vigil and Lindquist will train the churches on the program.
Motion was made by Beavers to approve the purchase of a SD Broadcast Automation Server Video from AV Solutions, Inc. in the amount of $8,265.00. 

Seconded by Mayer and unanimously carried. 
COMPREHENSIVE PARK PLAN

The updated Comprehensive Park Plan was presented.  The Park & Tree Board has reviewed this and recommends approval. DeWolf reported on the following:
· Original Plan was completed in 2008

· Inventory

· Future

· Costs

· Parks included:
· Gazebo

· South street

· Maple Street

· Ampe Park

· Nature Park

· Veterans Park

· Community Park

· Veterans Memorial Park

· Sledding hill

· Skate park

· Costs of improvements from 2008 – 2013 = $300,000.00

· 1.6 million for all improvements

Motion was made by McDaniel 
to approve the updated Comprehensive Park Plan. Seconded by Beavers and unanimously carried. 
PARADE PERMIT – FFA TRACTOR PARADE

A Parade Permit Application for the FFA Tractor Parade to be held on May 16, 2014 (rain date is May 19, 2014) from the Paynesville Area High School to the Koronis Manor from 2:45 p.m. to 3:15 p.m. was presented. 
Motion was made by Mayer to approve the Parade Permit Application for the FFA Tractor Parade to be held on May 16, 2014 (rain date is May 19, 2014).  Seconded by Beavers and unanimously carried. 

TOWN & COUNTRY DAYS
City Parade Participation – The Council discussed participating in the parade.  The use of the “Let’s Go Fishing” pontoon is not available this year. 
Insight For Hunger Picnic & Car Show – A Temporary Street Closing Application has been received from Insight Eye Care to close Washburne Ave. from south of the Fire Hall to Main St. on Saturday, June 7, 2014 from 8:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. for their annual picnic in Gazebo Park and Car Show.  

Kiddy Parade/ Family Fun Day – A Parade Permit Application has been received from the Chamber to hold a Kiddy Parade on Sunday, June 8, 2014 from 12:30 to 5:00 p.m. on James St. from F & M Bank (Pomeroy Ave.) to Augusta Ave.(Paynesville’s Total Entertainment Center).    

A Temporary Street Closing Application has been received from the Chamber to close James St. from the F & M Bank to Augusta Ave. (Paynesville’s Total Entertainment Center) on Sunday, June 8, 2014 from 12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m.

Games Night/Tractor Pull - A Temporary Street Closing Application has been received from the Chamber to close James St. from Washburne Ave. to Pomeroy Ave. on Tuesday, June 10, 2014 from 5:30 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.

Carnival - A Temporary Street Closing Application has been received from the Chamber to close James St. to Washburne Ave., Augusta Ave. from James St. to the alley, and Augusta Ave. from James St. to AMPI closure on Sunday June 8, 2014 at 10:00 p.m. to Thursday, June 12, 2014 at 6:00 a.m.

The Paynesville Area Chamber of Commerce would like the City Council to waive the enforcement of any ordinance restricting the temporary placement of RV’s in the C1 Central Business District or I1 Light Industrial District during the Town and Country Days June 8-12, 2014 for the use of carnival worker sleeping accommodations. 

Grand Parade – A Parade Permit Application has been received from the Chamber to hold the Grand Parade on Wednesday, June 11, 2014 from 6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. from Washburne Ave. to Maple Street.  

A Temporary Street Closing Application has been received from the Chamber to close Washburne Ave. from Railroad St. to Main St. E., Main St. from Lake Ave. S. to Stearns Ave., Stearns Ave. from Main St. W. to Minnesota St., Minnesota St. from Stearns Ave. to Maple St., Maple St. from Minnesota St. to Main St. W ending at the Catholic Church. on Wednesday, June 11, 2014 6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m.  The parade line up will be on Railroad St., Garfield Ave. Lake Ave. and Pomeroy Ave.  

All applications have been or will be approved by the Police Chief and/or the Fire Chief.  They recommend that the Chamber work with the Public Works Department for “No Parking” signage and barricades prior to the events. 

Motion was made by Beavers to approve all the Town & Country Days Temporary Street Closing Applications, Parade Permit Applications, and to waive the enforcement of any ordinance restricting the temporary placement of RV’s in the C1 Central Business District or I1 - Light Industrial District during the Town and Country Days June 8-12, 2014 for the use of carnival worker sleeping accommodations. Seconded by McDaniel and unanimously carried. 

CELLULAR TELEPHONE POLICY
On April 8, 2014, the Policies and Procedures Committee met and reviewed the City’s Cellular Telephone Policy.  A number of employees are utilizing their City cell phones for personal use and the Committee reviewed the present policy and recommended changes. Each employee who has been issued a City cell phone will be required to read the policy, sign the statement, and the document will be placed in their employee file and a copy will be given to them for their records.

On a City phone; whatever is on it, is public information. Some employees have eliminated their own personnel cell phone and only use the City issued phone. 

Motion was made by McDaniel to approve the City of Paynesville Cellular Telephone Policy.  Seconded by Mayer and unanimously carried. 

AURORA SOLAR

Tena Rytel, Aurora Solar Project Manager was in attendance to give an update on the project and answer any questions the Council or community may have. Rytel reported the following:
· Last time a report was given was in November
· This update presented two big milestones

· Administrative law judge recommends Geronimo over natural gas

· Approved by Public Utilities commission

· Power purchase agreements have been negotiated
· Selling energy to Xcel

· Paynesville location is 10 mega watts

· Overall project is 100 mega watts

· State site permit – conditional use permit is at the state level

· Want total site permit by early 2015

· Public input meetings are being planned
· Construction will occur in 2015-2016

· It was confirmed that Paynesville is solar only with 10 mega watts  

· The project will drive large steel fence posts in the ground and stand 10’ above ground 

· This is a part of Geronimo; Aurora is the project LLC

· 250 acres encompasses the project area
· 10 mega watts = 70 acres

· Two steps – public meetings and scope for Environmental Assessment

· Public hearing – open to anything and any comment on the Draft Environmental Assessment

· There are no panels for this project
· City will be notified of meetings and public hearings

2014 STREET IMPROVEMENT PROJECT  

DeWolf stated that the project was supposed to start today, but due to the weather it did not start. The project will be a 2 month process. 

WATER TREATMENT PLANT EXPANSION PROJECT

The Payment Estimate No. 3 in the amount of $672,657.76; payable to Magney Construction, Inc. for work completed through March 31, 2014 was presented. DeWolf reported that the contractor is working on the clear well.
Motion was made by Beavers to approve Payment Estimate No. 3 in the amount of $672,657.76; payable to Magney Construction, Inc.  Seconded by Mayer and unanimously carried. 

WASTEWATER TREATMENT RE-SCOPE PROJECT

DeWolf reported that the project is close to being finished, some site improvement remain once the site dries up.  An open house is being scheduled for this summer. 
2015 STREET IMPROVEMENT PROJECT

Chuck DeWolf presented the 2015 Street Improvement Project Preliminary Engineering Report. The Public Works Committee has reviewed the 2015 Street Improvement Project Preliminary Engineering Report and recommends approval; however, to postpone the project until 2016.  

DeWolf reported on the following:
· Locations of the project
· Storm water pond – extension of the storm sewer main

· Street, sewer, and water improvements

· Storm sewer improvements
· Continue to pursue grant funding for the pond

· Curb and gutter
· Realignment of Washburne Ave. and Lake Ave. 

· Extend walkout to Ferche property
· $1,492.100.00 million is the estimated total cost
· Project is to be assessed

· Estimated assessment rates

· Only charge 60% of the total costs as it was reduced 40% due to the street did not last 40 years
· Project schedule – possible delay until 2016

Eckerly has reviewed the debt schedule and there is a bond dropping off in 2017. The 2014 and 2015 projects are too large to incur that much expense. Eckerly suggested postponing the project until 2016 and then back up each project from there.  There are two projects projected for 2016.  The City will also want to maintain level water and sewer rates to pay for such projects. 
It was questioned why the street didn’t hold up.  DeWolf stated it is due to drainage issues (water running over the street) and industrial wear as this is only a residential built road. It was further questioned why it is sagging under the railroad track.  DeWolf stated that the steel casing is much larger than actual pipe.  The case pipe is 160 feet long. It is hard to say what actually happened.  This was last done in 1993. It was commented that it sounds like a construction error.  It was asked how the City can prevent this from happening again.  DeWolf noted that there is a site inspector to inspect all aspects of the project to insure it is done correctly. 
Motion was made by Beavers to take no action and to re-introduce the project when Public Works Committee re-presents it for the 2016 project. Seconded by Mayer and unanimously carried. 

MPCA FORMER MID TOWN SERVICE STATION
Eckerly reported that she received an email from John Hunt.  Hunt indicated that he felt the frustration from the Council on his report and wants to discuss additional options. It was noted that that not all the test wells are in; however, the ones that are in have been sampled. No results have been received to date. 
INFORMATIONAL

Soine reviewed the following informational items:  West Central Sanitation April Garbage 

Report and May and June Meeting Schedules. 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m.
Renee Eckerly, City Administrator
