
MINUTES 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 
MARCH 13, 2013 
 
Mayor Jeff Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Council members present were 
Kay McDaniel, Donavan Mayer (6:03 p.m.), Jean Soine, and Gene Beavers. Others present 
were Renee Eckerly, City Administrator; Ron Mergen, Public Works Director (6:04 p.m.); 
Jennifer Welling, Administrative Assistant; Bill Spooner, City Attorney; Ashley Alsum, Cable 
Coordinator; Chuck DeWolf, Bolton & Menk, Inc. (6:04 p.m.); Stephanie Good, Press; Neil 
Herzberg, Paul Wegner, Police Chief; Doreen Miller, Joe Miller, Brian Savage, Mark Fenske, 
and Bill Ludwig, Liquor Store Manager.  
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Council members gave verbal activity reports.  
 
Thompson added the 2012 Year End Transfers under New Business Item E.  
 
Ludwig reported the following: 

• Declarations made at the MMBA Boot Camp 
• Sales up 4% year to date 
• 50% of sales is beer 
• MMBA conference was excellent 
• Wine Club will be held March 21, 2013 (one week earlier due to holy week) 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Motion to approve the minutes from the following meetings:  February 12, 2013 Special City 
Council, February 27, 2013 City Council, February 4, 2013 Planning Commission , February 
16, 2012 Wellhead Protection Committee, and October 23, 2012 Special Joint City Council, 
Public Works Committee & Wellhead Protection Committee.       
     
Motion to approve the following vouchers:        
03/07/2013 Payroll 85774-85778 $4,364.03 
03/07/2013 Payroll Direct Deposit 

 
$12,729.26 

03/07/2013 Payroll  85779-85786 $9,683.08 
03/07/2013 Payroll - Fed 

 
$4,522.91 

03/07/2013 Payroll - State 
 

$860.15 
03/07/2013 Payroll - ING 

 
$275.00 

03/07/2013 Payroll - TASC 
 

$446.13 
03/08/2013 Purchased Bank of Baroda Certificate 

 
$245,000.00 

03/06/2013 Vouchers 85787-85856 
 

$343,308.45 
Total                                $621,189.01 
 
Motion to accept resignation of Ashley Alsum, Cable Access Station Specialist effective May 1, 
2013. 
 
Motion to accept resignation of Lisa Jewell, Liquor Store Clerk effective March 16, 2013. 
 
Motion to hire Leah Knapp at $8.15 per hour with a start date of March 14, 2013 for the position 
of part time Liquor Store Clerk. 
 



Motion to allow the attendance of Paul Wegner to the 2013 Safety & Loss Control Police  
Workshops. 
 
Motion to approve the attendance of Lee Schleper to the Gopher State One Call Seminar.  
 

Motion was made by Beavers to approve the Consent Agenda. Seconded by 
Soine and unanimously carried.  
 

ESTABLISHING FEES FOR PUBLIC WORKS PERSONNEL  
 
Resolution 2013-10 Establishing Fees For Public Works Personnel was presented to set the 
following fees on the City’s Fee Schedule: 

Labor by public works staff:  $45.00 per hour 
  Clerical staff support:  $48.00 per hour 
  Labor by Public Works Director:  $70.00 per hour 
  Mileage to be reimbursed at the current IRS rate 
 

Motion was made by Beavers to approve Resolution 2013-10 Establishing Fees 
For Public Works Personnel.  Seconded by Soine and unanimously carried.  

 
RE – ZONING REQUEST – PAY DEL CO – VALLEY INDUSTRIES BUILDING 
 
A Re-Zoning Application submitted by Pay Del Co requesting to re-zone Lot 1, Block 1, River 
Park Estates from A-1 Agriculture to I1 Light Industrial so that Valley Industries may construct 
a warehouse on this property was presented.  The City has received a petition in opposition of 
such as well as two letters.  The Planning Commission has held a public hearing and 
recommends approval. Thompson announced that he is an employee of Valley Industries, but 
not an owner; however, will not participate in the discussion, but will run the meeting.  Eckerly 
announced that this property in question has been indicated in the Comprehensive Plan as 
Industrial since 2003.  
  
Doreen Miller stated that her concern is her quality of life will change. She lives in a 
neighborhood, not a business district. Joe Miller stated that he supports industry in town, just 
not at this location.  
 
Brian Savage interjected that Valley Industries has been a part of the industrial park for a 
number of years and they have outgrown their building.  This lot is the only property available 
in town to build a 60,000 square foot building on.  There are no other options in Paynesville. 
This building will be a shipping warehouse.  
 
Eckerly explained that this property does not need to be platted as it already is, but Valley 
Industries will be requesting a lot split in the near future. There was some discussion on 
access, traffic, and possible screening. Spooner stated that some issues could be addressed 
with the lot split.  
 

Motion was made by Beavers to approve Resolution 2013-11 Granting Re-Zoning.  
Seconded by Mayer.  
 

Savage stated that they are not pounding steel, but rather using forklifts.  The proposed facility 
is a shipping warehouse.  
 

The motion unanimously carried (Thompson abstained).  



 
WELLHEAD PROTECTION GRANT & WATER FESTIVAL 
 
The Water Festival budget and planned activities were presented.  The Wellhead Protection 
Committee has reviewed this and recommends approval. Also reviewed was the MDH Source 
Water Protection Plan Implementation Grant Application.  Mergen explained that the City has 
received approximately $600.00 in donations to offset the festivals cost of $1,305.00.  A grant 
application has been submitted to the MN Department of Health to: 

1. Continue sealing wells (14 wells were sealed last year).  
2. Fund part of the Wellhead Water Festival.  
3. Bring a science museum into the school.  
4. Locate and remove underground storage tanks. 
5. Publish a wellhead newsletter.  

 
Mergen stated that rain barrels are for sale for $50.00 each and to contact him for more 
information.  
 

Motion was made by Soine to approve the 2013 Water Festival Budget.  
Seconded by Beavers and unanimously carried.  

 
FORFEITED LAND – 209 GARFIELD AVE.  
 
A notice from Stearns County classifying 209 Garfield Ave. as forfeited land to be sold on 
public sale was presented. Eckerly stated that there are a couple businesses interested in the 
parcel. 
 

Motion was made by Beavers to approve the sale of 209 Garfield Ave. according 
to law by Stearns County.  Seconded by Soine and unanimously carried.  

 
YEAR END TRANSFERS  
 
Eckerly reported that the auditors were here today to finish up the audit and the City needs to 
close the books so that the auditors can prepare a draft audit. The past three years the Council 
has not done the transfers and left the remaining funds in the general fund. Eckerly 
recommended leaving the money in reserves. The Council can always move it and will have 
more control over it, if and when it would be spent. No action was taken. 
 
MPCA – FORMER MIDTOWN SERVICE STATION 
 
A letter from MPCA was discussed. Mergen reported that City Well No. 6 is in use and will 
continue to be used. The Public Works Committee directed Attorney Spooner to review the 
Joint Powers Agreement and engineering information from SEH regarding this. MPCA will 
need to obtain variances from the MN Department of Health for the monitoring wells to be 
placed at grade level.  
 
OPPORTUNITY PARK  
 
The Opportunity Park Second Addition Concept Plan submitted by the City of Paynesville to 
plat Outlot A of Opportunity Park into 5 lots zoned C-2 Hwy Commercial was presented.  The 
Planning Commission has reviewed this and recommends approval.  
 



Motion was made by Soine to approve the Opportunity Park 2nd Addition Concept 
Plan.  Seconded by Beavers and unanimously carried.  

 
WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY RE-SCOPING PROJECT  
 
DeWolf reported the following: 

• Contractor continues to work as weather permits 
• Concrete is being poured 
• Working on the irrigation pump house 
• Working on the main lift 

 
BUILDING INSPECTOR RFP 
       
At the February 7, 2013 Special City Council – Goals & Objectives Meeting the Council requested 
that Building Inspector Request For Proposals (RFP’s) be put on a future agenda to discuss 
proceeding with the RFP’s for Building Inspection Services. At the February 27, 2013 City Council 
meeting a motion was passed unanimously to proceed with Building Inspector RFP’s.  The 
Request for Proposal that was utilized in January 2012 was distributed for review.  The Planning 
Commission has reviewed this and recommends approval. Eckerly noted the only change being 
the dates.  It is necessary to sell the City to stimulate inspectors to apply.  
 

Motion was made by Soine to approve the Building Inspector RFP.  Seconded by 
Beavers and unanimously carried.  

 
SURPLUS OF THE 2002 MAZDA, 1996 FORD EXPLORER, AND THE 2006 FORD CROWN  
VICTORIA 
 
Wegner reported that with the purchase of the 2013 Ford Interceptor Utility, the Police 
Department has a surplus of unused vehicles. To help offset the cost of the new squad car, the 
Department would like to surplus the following vehicles: 

1. 2006 Ford Crown Victoria Interceptor- (Old Squad Car) 
a. Kelly Blue Book ($6,288.00 to $4,888.00) 
b. Officers report intermittent power steering issues, otherwise no known problems for 

personal use. 
c. Over 107,000 miles 

2. 1996 Ford Explorer 
a. Kelly Blue Book ($3,755.00 to $2,980.00) 
b. Officer’s report the radio does not work until the vehicle warms up and there may 

be an issue with the heater, possibly a thermostat issue. 
c. 55,000 Miles on the vehicle 

3. 2002 Mazda 626- This is a forfeited vehicle and any funds obtained from this vehicle will 
need to be split 70/30 with the County Attorney’s Office. These are also dedicated funds 
and do not go into the general fund. 

a. Kelly Blue Book ($6,720.00 to $3,875.00) 
b. There are no known problems with this vehicle although it does have a salvaged 

title. 
Wegner requested the authorization to surplus the above vehicles and place the money in the 
Police Department Capital Improvement account and Forfeiture Account to offset the cost of the 
new squad car.  Wegner requested permission to sell the Explorer, the Mazda and the Crown 
Victoria via EBay Motors. Listing should not be more then $10.00- $20.00 and selling fee for 
EBay is $60.00 for a sale under $2,000.00 and $125.00 for over $2,000.00. Total cost should be 



under $150.00 per vehicle. Wegner would also like to advertise in local paper that the vehicle 
would be for sale on EBay for local residents interested in the vehicle as well as posting a notice 
on Craigslist about the listings. Matt Heinen would do the un-install of the equipment as he is 
installing the equipment on the new squad.  There was some discussion on how sealed bids 
would be required if going on eBay.  The Ordinance was reviewed and sealed bids are not 
necessary.  
 

Motion was made by Beavers to approve the surplus of the 2006 Ford Crown 
Victoria, 2002 Mazda 626, and the 1996 Ford Explorer with the funds being used 
to offset the cost of the new squad car and advertise for bids.  Seconded by 
Mayer and unanimously carried.  

 
Motion was made by Beavers to approve the surplus of any useable equipment 
from the un-install of the squad cars. Seconded by Soine and unanimously 
carried.  

 
CO. RD. 181 & HWY. 55 INTERSECTION 
 
A memo from Bolton & Menk, Inc. and layout regarding the project was presented.  The project 
consists of a widened right lane along the west bound lane of TH 55 at the Lake Ave. 
intersection.  MnDOT is funding 100% of the construction costs for the project. If the Council 
wishes to move forward the bids are scheduled to be opened on April 9, 2013 at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Motion was made by Beavers to proceed with the TH 55 Right Turn Lane 
Improvements and authorize advertisement for sealed bids. Seconded by Soine 
and unanimously carried.  

 
2014 STREET PROJECT 
     
The 2014 Improvement Construction Fund 521 has developed a negative balance going into 
year end after posting a February voucher to 2012. It was requested that the Council transfer 
$5,000.00 from the Street – Sidewalk Capital Improvement Fund 120 to the 2014 Improvement 
Construction Fund 521. 
 

Motion was made by Soine to transfer $5,000.00 from the Street – Sidewalk 
Capital Improvement Fund 120 to the 2014 Improvement Construction Fund 521. 
Seconded by McDaniel and unanimously carried.  
 

POLICE DEPARTMENT – RECORDS MANAGEMENT 
 
Wegner reported that he is still researching options, but his time has been limited due to the 
field training with Officer Thompson. Wegner will have a full report available in May or June to 
present to the Council.  
 
WATER TREATMENT PLANT REHAB PROJECT   
 
Bolton & Menk are currently working on the PFA application and will have it completed in the 
near future.  Minnesota Public Facilities Authority Application Drinking Water Revolving Fund 
Water Treatment Plan Rehabilitation Project Resolution 2013-09 Of Application was 
presented.  In addition Minnesota Public Facilities Authority CWRF and DWRF Loan 
Application Form 5 – Compliance With Federal and State Laws, Rules, Regulations; Form 6 – 
Fair Share Statement And Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Certification; and Pre-award 



Compliance Review Report For All Applicants And Recipients EPA Financial Assistance were 
also reviewed.  
 
DeWolf reported the following: 

• The City is able  to obtain PFA financing  
• The resolution will be submitted in the application process 
• These documents start the PFA financing  
• Three compliance forms: 

o Form 5 
o Form 6 
o EPA form – Civil Rights 

• Go out for bids in April or May of 2013  
 

Motion was made by Soine to approve Minnesota Public Facilities Authority 
Application Drinking Water Revolving Fund Water Treatment Plan Rehabilitation 
Project Resolution 2013-09 Of Application, Minnesota Public Facilities Authority 
CWRF and DWRF Loan Application Form 5 – Compliance With Federal and State 
Laws, Rules, Regulations, Form 6 – Fair Share Statement And Disadvantaged 
Business Enterprise Certification; and Pre-award Compliance Review Report For 
All Applicants And Recipients EPA Financial Assistance. Seconded by McDaniel
and unanimously carried.  

 
INFORMATIONAL 
 
Thompson reviewed the following informational items:  February Police Reports, Windstream –  
Channel Adjustments, Rinke Noonan Legal Bills Report, and Stearns Co. Ord. No. 484 Public  
Hearing March 26, 2013 at 10:05 a.m. – due to the size, if you are interested in reviewing the  
document please contact City Hall.   
 
Thompson recessed the Regular City Council meeting at 7:03 p.m. 
 
Thompson opened the Closed Meeting at 7:13 p.m. to discuss the performance evaluation for  
the City Administrator.  
 
Thompson closed the Closed Meeting at 7:58 p.m. and opened the Regular City Council 
meeting. Thompson announced that the Council directed the Mayor to present the annual 
performance evaluation to the City Administrator.  
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:58 p.m. 
 

     
Renee Eckerly, City Administrator 
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