
MINUTES 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 
JANUARY 25, 2016 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Jean Soine called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Council members present 
were Kay McDaniel, Donavan Mayer, and Neil Herzberg. Jeff Thompson was absent. Others 
present were Renee Eckerly, City Administrator; Jennifer Welling, Administrative 
Assistant/Zoning Specialist; Ron Mergen, Public Works Director; Bill Spooner, City Attorney; 
Kent Louwagie, Bolton & Menk, Inc.; JoLyn Lindquist, Social Media Specialist; Brad Mehlhop, 
Building Official; Doris Wendlandt, and Cory Zimmerman.  
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Council members gave verbal activity reports. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Motion to approve the minutes from the following meetings:  October 1, 2015 Park & Tree 
Board and December 14, 2015 Public Works Committee.  
    
Motion to approve the following vouchers:   

1/6/2016 Void cks to Pacific 
Life 

89957, 89974, 90111, 
90137, 90246, 90387, 
90467, 90312 

-$4,886.48 

1/7/2016 Payroll Checks 91825-91828 $3,691.68 

1/7/2016 Payroll Taxes 91829-91833 $1,564.17 

1/7/2016 Payroll Direct Deposit  $18,155.09 

1/7/2016 Payroll - Fed  $5,795.23 

1/7/2016 Payroll - State  $1,063.23 

1/7/2016 Payroll - TASC  $576.92 

1/7/2016 Payroll - PERA  $6,176.27 

1/7/2016 Payroll - SELECT  $207.70 

1/7/2016 Payroll - Blue Cross  $5,222.21 

1/7/2016 Payroll - AFLAC  $139.41 

1/20/2016 Void Ck 91868 91868 $0.00 

1/20/2016 Vouchers 91834-91871 $345,511.39 

1/20/2016 Vouchers 91872-91904 $58,065.16 

1/21/2016 Payroll Checks 91905-91928 $21,014.45 

1/21/2016 Payroll Taxes 91929 $605.40 

1/21/2016 Replacement Ck 
Pacific Life 

91930 $4,886.48 

1/21/2016 Payroll Taxes 91931-91935 $1,443.78 

1/21/2016 Payroll Direct Deposit  $0.00 

1/21/2016 Payroll - Fed  $5,646.69 

1/21/2016 Payroll - State  $986.27 

1/21/2016 Payroll - TASC  $577.60 

1/21/2016 Payroll - PERA  $5,732.07 



1/21/2016 Payroll - SELECT  $207.70 

1/21/2016 Payroll - Blue Cross  $5,222.15 

1/21/2016 Payroll - AFLAC  $139.41 

  TOTAL $487,743.98 

1/22/2016 Void Check 91868 -$228,020.00 

     REVISED TOTAL $259,723.98 

      
Motion to approve the attendance of Brad Mehlhop to the Contractor Seminar on Thursday, 
February 18, 2016. 
 
Motion to approve the attendance of Renee Eckerly to the CliftonLarsonAllen – 2016 
Government Training Academy on Friday, March 4, 2016.  
 

Motion was made by Mayer to approve the Consent Agenda.  Seconded by 
Herzberg and unanimously carried.  

 
SET SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL - WORKING SESSION MEETING DATE 
 
It has been suggested to set a Special City Council - Working Session meeting date. Possible 
meeting dates include: 
 Wednesday, February 3, 2016 at 6 p.m. 
 Tuesday, February 9, 2016 at 6 p.m. 
 Thursday, February 11, 2016 at 6 p.m. 
 
Agenda item so far: 

 Follow up on strategic planning goals 
 

Motion was made by Herzberg to set a Special City Council – Working Session 
meeting date for Thursday, February 11, 2016 at 6:00 p.m.  Seconded by McDaniel 
and unanimously carried.  

 
REQUEST TO WAIVE FEE FOR COMPOST SITE KEY – ROSE CENTER  
 
Mayer questioned the status of resolving some of the issues at the Compost Site. Mergen 
stated that he is working on it and it is on the next Budget & Finance Committee meeting 
agenda. The estimated cost is $40,000.00 ($20,000.00 to bring electricity to the site and 
$20,000.00 each for the gates and cameras). SCORE funds have been used in other 
communities to help with the expense of such. Solar powered gates would not work.    
 
A request to waive the $100.00 compost site key fee for the Rose Center was presented. The 
City has approved waiving the fee in the past.  

 
Motion was made by Herzberg to approve the request to waive the $100.00 
compost site key fee for the Rose Center.  Seconded by McDaniel and 
unanimously carried.  



 
REQUEST TO WAIVE VETERANS PARK SHELTER RENTAL FEE – COMMUNITY ED –  
CONCERT IN THE PARK 
 
Paynesville Community Education is requesting the usage of the Veterans Park Shelter kitchen 
with outdoor seating again this year (at no cost; but the City would be listed as a Concert Series 
Sponsor) for the Summer Concert in the Park Series to be held Thursday evenings from 4 – 9 pm 
June 16, 2016 to July 14, 2016. The Park & Tree Board has reviewed this and recommends 
approval.  
 

Motion was made by McDaniel to allow Paynesville Community Education to use 
the Veterans Park Shelter kitchen and outdoor seating at no cost; however, the City 
would be listed as a Concert Series Sponsor for the Summer Concert in the Park 
Series to be held Thursday evenings from 4 – 9 pm June 16, 2016 to July 14, 2016.  
Seconded by Mayer and unanimously carried.  

  
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT IN PAYNESVILLE TOWNSHIP – RV PARK – LIESER & VOSS 
 
Documents regarding a proposed Conditional Use Permit in Paynesville Township for a RV 
Park were reviewed. It is suggested that the City submit a letter expressing their support of the 
letter submitted by the Lake Koronis Recreational Trail Joint Powers Board and Paynesville 
Township. Eckerly explained the following: 

 She was contacted by Don Pietsch regarding the property in question 

 City was not notified directly by the County 

 The Trail Board wanted to send a letter expressing their concern in regards to the trail 
and access to it 

 Speed limit in this area is 60 mph 

 Semi traffic exists 

 An email from Angie Berg, Stearns County discusses a pedestrian crossing  

 A crossing would be the Township’s responsibility and they are not interested in owning it 

 Pietsch wants the City to submit a letter to the County that supports the Township and 
Trail Board letter 

 
The Council was generally in favor of the development and RV Park; however, the pedestrian 
crossing would be in the Township; therefore, a Township and/or developer matter.  
  

Motion was made by Herzberg to send a letter to Stearns County expressing 
support of the RV Park, but has concerns regarding the safety of pedestrians 
crossing Hwy. 55 to access the trail or lake. Seconded by Mayer and unanimously 
carried.  

 
LIQUOR STORE – MN STATE LOTTERY RETAILER CONTRACT  
 
The MN State Lottery Retailer Contract to conduct lottery at the liquor store was presented.  
 

Motion was made by Mayer to approve the MN State Lottery Retailer Contract 
between the City of Paynesville and MN State Lottery and authorize the City 
Administrator to sign the documents. Seconded by McDaniel and unanimously 
carried.  



 
2016 STREET IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
 
Kent Louwagie, Bolton & Menk was in attendance to review the 2016 Street Improvement 
Project along with a letter and map from Chuck DeWolf regarding the project, anticipated 
project schedule, and comments related to the City not receiving the Clean Water Funds for 
the proposed storm water pond. Resolution 2016-02 Approving Plans & Specifications And 
Ordering Advertisements For Bids was presented for consideration. Also for consideration is to 
proceed with the Purchase Option Agreement between the City of Paynesville and Savage 
Land Partnership, LLC to purchase the 1.5 acres in the amount of $33,750.00 for the storm 
water pond.  The Public Works Committee has reviewed these and recommends approval. 
 
Mergen stated that after the bid opening the assessment roll will be put together, an open 
house will be held, all before awarding the project.  
 

Motion Herzberg to approve Resolution 2016-02 Approving Plans & Specifications 
And Ordering Advertisements For Bids. Seconded by McDaniel and unanimously 
carried.  
 
Motion was made by Herzberg to proceed with the Purchase Option Agreement 
between the City of Paynesville and Savage Land Partnership, LLC to purchase 
the 1.5 acres in the amount of $33,750.00 for the storm water pond. Seconded by 
Mayer and unanimously carried.  

 
It was suggested that a formal letter be mailed with the check exercising the option.  
 
MPCA – WATER TREATMENT GRANT 
 
Mergen stated that no action is necessary; this is being presented as informational only.  The  
VOC Pilot Plant Report outlines two options.  It is recommended to move forward with the 
packed towers.  Well #4 will not be included in the pilot project, but rather wells #5 and #6. The 
pilot project will run for 5 days with results sent to the Department of Health and then the 
design stage would follow.   
 
AIS – STARRY STONE WART 
 
Eckerly reported on a meeting she attended with the DNR and others. The DNR will start 
testing as soon as the ice is out and put down a granular chemical on the same 4 acres that 
were previously treated. There will be no fishing tournaments using the 5 mile bridge access. 
Increased inspections and decontamination units will be available. The Lake Association 
received a grant to do a pilot test with an echo harvester and scuba divers. Neither of the 
testing/chemicals will hurt the fish and they will still be edible.  

 
INFORMATIONAL 
 
Thompson reviewed the following informational items:  December Investment, Liquor Revenue  
& Expenses, Incode Financial Reports, City Attorney Report, and Capital Improvement  
Breakdown Report – all reports can be found on the City’s website.  December Police Reports,  
MPCA – Project Performance Certification, MPCA – 2015 Irrigation Annual Report, Morgan  



Stanley Investment Report, MPCA – Grant Project Completion Certification,  
 
Soine recessed the Regular City Council meeting at 6:35 p.m. to opened the first Closed  
Session to discuss real property located at Lot 12, Block 3, Haines Addition; Parcel No.   
70.39026.0000.   
 
Soine closed the Closed Session at 6:40 p.m. and re-opened the Regular City Council 
meeting.  Soine gave a summary of the purpose of the Closed Session.  
 

Motion was made by Herzberg to not proceed with the purchase of the property. 
Seconded by Mayer and unanimously carried.  

 
People in attendance in the previous first Closed Session were:  Spooner, Herzberg, Soine, 
Eckerly, Mayer, McDaniel, Mergen, Mehlhop, and Louwagie. 
 
Soine recessed the Regular City Council meeting at 6:53 p.m. and opened the second Closed 
Session to discuss real property described at 10.45 acres in Section 17, Township 122, Range 
032.  Parcel No. 26,15550.0005.   
 
Soine closed the Closed Session at 7:10 p.m. and re-opened the Regular City Council 
meeting.  Soine gave a summary of the purpose of the Closed Session.  
 

Motion was made by Mayer to create a purchase offer for the 10.54 acres 
contingent upon the City Engineer clarifying the FAA process. Seconded by 
Herzberg and unanimously carried.  
 

People in attendance in the previous second Closed Session were:  Spooner, Herzberg, 
Soine, Eckerly, Mayer, McDaniel, Mergen, Mehlhop, and Louwagie. 
 
Soine recessed the Regular City Council meeting at 7:15 p.m. and opened the third Closed 
Session to discuss preliminary consideration of allegations or charges against an individual.   
 
Soine closed the Closed Session and re-opened the Regular City Council meeting at 7:33 p.m. 
Soine gave a summary of the purpose of the Closed Session.  
 

Motion was made by Mayer to accept the resignation of Charles Buggs and 
approve the Separation Agreement effective today.  Seconded by McDaniel and 
unanimously carried.  

 
Motion was made by Mayer to start the hiring process to fill the open Police 
Officer position in the Police Department.  Seconded by Herzberg and 
unanimously carried.  

 
People in attendance in the previous third Closed Session were:  Spooner, Herzberg, Soine, 
Eckerly, Mayer, McDaniel, and Wegner.  
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:34 p.m. 

     



Renee Eckerly, City Administrator 


