
MINUTES 
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 
JANUARY 11, 2016 
 
Mayor Jeff Thompson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Council members present were 
Kay McDaniel, Donavan Mayer, Jean Soine, and Neil Herzberg. Others present were Renee 
Eckerly, City Administrator; Jennifer Welling, Administrative Assistant/Zoning Specialist; Ron 
Mergen, Public Works Director; Bill Spooner, City Attorney; Chuck DeWolf, Bolton & Menk, 
Inc.; Bill Ludwig, Liquor Store Manager; JoLyn Lindquist, Social Media Specialist; and Loren 
Meyer.   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited and Council members gave verbal activity reports. 
 
Bill Ludwig, Liquor Store Manager reported the following: 

 Sales and profits were up for the year 

 Total sales was just under $1.4 million (short $15,000.00) 

 January 3, 2016 the audit was conducted and the store was $194.00 short 

 Inventory was up from previous years 

 Wine Club will be held January 28, 2016 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Motion to approve the minutes from the following meeting:  December 28, 2015 City Council, 
November 18, 2015 Property Negotiations Team, October 6, 2015 Liquor Board, March 9, 
2015 City Council, July 27, 2015 2016 St. Improvement Project Preliminary Assessment Public 
Hearing, August 24, 2015 City Council, August 24, 2015 Paynesville Farmers Union Co-Op Oil 
Variance Public Hearing, August 24, 2015 Boundary Drainage & Utility Easement Vacation 
Public Hearing, December 14, 2015 City Council, and December 14, 2015 Truth In Taxation 
Public Hearing.  
    
Motion to approve the following vouchers:        

1/6/2016 Vouchers 91772-91808 $77,094.90 

1/6/2016 Vouchers 91809-91824 $19,580.98 

  TOTAL $96,675.88 

 
Motion to approve the attendance of Bill Spooner to the MN City Attorney’s Educational 
Conference.   

 
Motion was made by Herzberg to approve the Consent Agenda. Seconded by  
Soine and unanimously carried.  
 

GAMBLING – ST. LOUIS CHURCH BINGO 
 
The MN Lawful Gambling LG240B Application to Conduct Excluded Bingo on February 14, 
2016 at St. Louis Catholic Church, 505 Burr St., Paynesville, MN was presented.  

 
Motion was made by Soine to approve the MN Lawful Gambling LG240B 
Application to Conduct Excluded Bingo for St. Louis Catholic Church on 
February 14, 2016. Seconded by McDaniel and unanimously carried.  



CABLE CONSULTING – RUDY VIGIL 
 
A proposal in the amount of $2,400.0 for the 2016 calendar year from Rudy Vigil for cable 
consulting services was presented. This is the same amount that Vigil charged in 2015. 
 

Motion was made by Herzberg to approve the amount of $2,400.00 for the 2016 
calendar year from Rudy Vigil for cable consulting services. Seconded by Soine 
and unanimously carried.  

 
CONFERENCE ATTENDANCE 
 
In the past the Council has pre-approved the attendance (registration, mileage, usual expenses, 
per diem (if applicable), lodging, and staff time) of the City Administrator and any Council member 
to the following events for 2016: 
 LMC Annual Conference – June 14 – 17, 2016 in St. Paul 
 LMC Regional Meetings 
 Mayor’s Conference  
 Stearns County Municipal League Meetings 
 Experienced Officials Training – January 22 – 23, 2016 in Brooklyn Center 
 MCFOA Clerks Conference – March 15-18, 2016 in St. Cloud  
 

Motion was made by Soine to approve the attendance (registration, mileage, usual 
expenses, and per diem (if applicable) of the City Administrator and any Council 
member to the following events for 2016: 
 LMC Annual Conference – June 14 – 17, 2016 in St. Paul 
 LMC Regional Meetings 
 Mayor’s Conference  
 Stearns County Municipal League Meetings 
 Experienced Officials Training – January 22 – 23, 2016 in Brooklyn Center 
 MCFOA Clerks Conference – March 15-18, 2016 in St. Cloud 
Seconded by Mayer and unanimously carried.  

 
2016 LIQUOR STORE LEASE PAYMENT 
 
The 2016 Liquor Store Lease payments are: 
Jan., Feb. & March   $1,635.00 plus $10.00 for sign electricity 
April – Dec.    $1,828.00 plus $10.00 for sign electricity 
 
The lease is to be paid in monthly installments plus $10.00 per month for sign electricity 
payable to Teals Management. 
 

Motion was made by Soine to pay the 2016 Liquor Store lease in monthly 
installments of $1,635.00 plus $10.00 per month for sign electricity (Jan., Feb. & 
March) and $1,828.00 plus $10.00 per month for sign electricity (April – Dec.) from 
105 Liquor Fund payable to Teals Management. Seconded by Herzberg and 
unanimously carried.  

 
APPOINTMENT OF FIRE DEPARTMENT CHIEF & OFFICERS  
 
The Fire Department members recommend appointing the following: 



 Chief – Bob Liestman 
 Assistant Chief – Len Gilmore 
 Secretary – Andy Soine 
 Treasurer – Jon Kulzer 
 
These are the same officers as in 2015. 
 

Motion was made by Mayer to appoint the following Fire Department Chief & 
Officers: 
 Chief – Bob Liestman 
 Assistant Chief – Len Gilmore 
 Secretary – Andy Soine 
 Treasurer – Jon Kulzer 
Seconded by McDaniel and unanimously carried.  

 
ELECTION OF MAYOR PRO TEM 
 
The past Mayor Pro Tem was Jean Soine.  The Mayor Pro Tem performs the duties of the 
mayor during the absence of the mayor.   
 

Motion was made by Herzberg to elect Jean Soine as Mayor Pro Tem.  Seconded 
by McDaniel and unanimously carried.  

 
OFFICIAL DEPOSITORIES FOR CITY FUNDS 
 
Resolution 2016-01 Designating Depositories Of Funds, Designating A Chief Financial Officer & 
Establishing Authority To Act was presented.  
 

Motion was made by Soine to approve Resolution 2016-01 Designating Depositories 
Of Funds, Designating A Chief Financial Officer & Establishing Authority To Act. 
Seconded by Herzberg and unanimously carried.  

 
2016 COUNCIL COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 
 
Mayor Thompson recommends the following 2016 Committee/Board/Commission 
appointments:  
Administrative Fine Hearing Board – Jean Soine & Kay McDaniel 
Airport Commission – Donavan Mayer 
Budget & Finance Committee – Jean Soine & Neil Herzberg 
Cable & Technology Commission – Donavan Mayer  
Community Ed Representative – Jeff Thompson 
EDAP Board – Kay McDaniel & Jean Soine 
Environmental Committee – Donavan Mayer 
Joint Planning Board – Jeff Thompson  
Labor Negotiations Team – Jean Soine & Jeff Thompson 
Municipal Off-Sale Liquor Retail Board – Jeff Thompson 
Park & Tree Board – Neil Herzberg 
Paynesville Area Joint Trails Board – Jeff Thompson  
Policies & Procedures Committee – Kay McDaniel & Donavan Mayer  
Property Negotiations Team – Donavan Mayer & Jean Soine   



Planning Commission – Neil Herzberg 
Public Safety Committee – Jeff Thompson 
Public Works Committee – Neil Herzberg 
Weed Inspector – Jeff Thompson 
Wellhead Protection Committee – Neil Herzberg 
 

Motion was made by McDaniel to approve the 2016 City Committee, Commission, 
and Board member appointments.  Seconded by Soine and unanimously carried.  

 
2016 CITY COMMITTEE, COMMISSION, AND BOARD MEMBER APPOINTMENTS 
 
A list of City Committee, Commission, and Board member appointments for 2016 was presented 
(see attached list). 
 

Motion was made by Mayer to approve the 2016 City Committee, Commission, 
and Board member appointments. Seconded by McDaniel and unanimously 
carried.  

 
2016 CITY ASSIGNMENTS & APPOINTMENTS 
 
Designate Official Newspaper:  Paynesville Press 
Designate City Attorney:   Spooner & Glenz Law Offices, PLLC 
Annual Appointments: 
Building Inspectors:   Jim Tews, City of Litchfield 
      Brad Mehlhop 
Treasurer:     Renee Eckerly 
City Engineer:    Bolton & Menk, Inc.  
Emergency Services Director:  Brady Klingfus 
Auditor:     CliftonLarsonAllen, LLP 
Data Practices Compliance Officer: Renee Eckerly 
 

Motion was made by Soine to approve the 2016 City Assignments and 
appointments as presented. Seconded by Herzberg and unanimously carried.  

  
2016 COUNCIL MEETING DATE CHANGES 
 
Looking ahead at the 2016 Calendar: 
Monday, December 26, 2016 – Christmas Holiday – City Hall is closed 

Suggested reschedule date – Wednesday, December 28, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Motion was made by Herzberg to reschedule the December 26, 2016 City Council 
meeting for Wednesday, December 28, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. Seconded by Soine and 
unanimously carried.  

 
2016 FEE SCHEDULE 
 
The proposed 2016 Fee Schedule was presented.  
 

Motion was made by Soine to approve the 2016 Fee Schedule. Seconded by 
Herzberg and unanimously carried.  



2014 STREET IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
 
DeWolf reported that the project is complete with Kuechle Underground, Inc.; however, there is 
an outstanding invoice with Stearns County for that portion of the project that the City will need 
to pay once the City receives the invoice from the County.  Payment Estimate No. 9 (Final 
Payment) in the amount of $34,061.36; payable to Kuechle Underground, Inc. for work 
completed to date was presented.  
 

Motion was made by Herzberg to approve Payment Estimate No. 9 (Final 
Payment) in the amount of $34,061.36; payable to Kuechle Underground, Inc.  
Seconded by McDaniel and unanimously carried.  

 
AIRPORT PROPERTY – LOREN MEYER 
 
Loren Meyer has asked to be on the agenda to address the City Council regarding accessing his 
land that abuts City airport property.   
 
Meyer requested an easement from the City to be able to get around one of this buildings without 
being on City land.  Meyer only has 7.5 feet and that is not enough room to fix the cooler and 
maneuver around the building. Meyer has a 50x70 cooler in the building and wants to store 
refrigerated freight in there.  He wants access to service the AC units on that side of the building 
without being on City property.  He has no plans to place animals in any of the structures. The 
building was built 15 years ago and in very good shape for cold storage as well it has two loading 
docks.  
 
The Council questioned getting access from the other side of the building.  Meyer stated that that 
area is going to be developed and it would interfere with that. Meyer stated that he had this 
conversation with Steve Helget, former City Administrator.  
 
Thompson questioned Meyer’s development; what kind and where and why not use the west 
driveway to access the building. Meyer stated the development would be in the way of the 
driveway. Meyer stated he wants the same as what Winstrom received. Thompson asked to see 
the development plans prior to granting an easement. Meyer asked why he didn’t get what 
Winstrom got; and he was the one who had to go through eminent domain. Thompson state that 
there was an exchange agreement with Winstrom. Meyer stated he feels discriminated against as 
he has a lot of properties on the community’s tax rolls. Thompson stated that the documents from 
those years ago are public record. Thompson further stated that once Meyer has a plan in place 
to bring it forward for the Joint Planning Commission to review and make recommendation to 
Council at which time the Council could consider an easement.  
 
Meyer stated he didn’t get a chance to negotiate; the City just took the land. Thompson agreed, 
but through a process that Meyer was involved in. Meyer stated he didn’t know all this existed 
until he wanted to put up a fence.  Meyer asked how he can put a plan together that is in the 
future. Meyer asked what the problem with an easement is; he was promised one by Helget.  
Meyer asked what the City paid Winstrom. Thompson stated he is not in favor of giving a blue sky 
easement as it may set a precedence.  
 
Spooner interjected and asked why persons can’t pull in the other way. Meyer just wants an 
easement because someone else got one. There was an exchange with Mr. Winstrom. There is 



no trade here for the City. Meyer wanted to know the City Ordinance on setbacks. Eckerly stated 
that the property is question is not in the City, but rather in the Township.  
 
Meyer stated that he wanted to be treated fair.  Thompson told Meyer to come back with a plan. 
Meyer requested the City pass a motion. Spooner asked if this would be an easement for money 
or not. Mergen reported on the FAA regulations regarding giving an easement. 
 

Motion was made by Mayer that when Loren Meyer comes with a plan the City 
Council would take under advisement in granting an easement for the white 
building with a cooler; the FAA would also have to approve the easement.  
Seconded by Soine and unanimously carried.  
 

INFORMATIONAL 
 
Thompson reviewed the following informational items:  December Liquor Store Reports and  
MN Public Utilities Commission Notice – Electrical Rate Increases. Eckerly stated that a letter  
should be sent to Xcel regarding the 9% increase.  
 
Thompson recessed the Regular City Council meeting at 7:12 p.m. to open the Closed  
Session to discuss real property located at Lot 12, Block 3, Haines Addition; Parcel No.  
70.39026.0000.  
 
Thompson closed the Closed Session at 7:25 p.m. and re-opened the Regular City Council 
meeting at 7:25 p.m.  Thompson summarized the general discussion on the common wall of 
the building in question, evaluation and demolition concerns.  The Council directed staff to 
conduct further research on this property.  
 
Thompson recessed the Regular City Council meeting at 7:26 p.m. to open the Closed 
Session to discuss real property described as 10.45 acres in Section 17, Township 122, Range 
032. Parcel No. 26.15550.0005. 
 
Thompson closed the Closed Session at 7:27 p.m. and re-opened the Regular City Council 
meeting at 7:33 p.m.  Thompson summarized the general discussion and directed staff to 
conduct further research on this property. 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 
 

     
Renee Eckerly, City Administrator 


