
MINUTES 
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 

 
JANUARY 8, 2014 
   
The meeting was called to order by Mel Schaefer at 5:00 p.m.  Members present were Dave 
Peschong, Keith Hemmesch, Donavan Mayer, and Matt Quade. Advisory members present 
were Ron Mergen, Public Works Director; and Chuck DeWolf, Bolton & Menk, Inc.   
 

Motion was made by Peschong to approve the minutes from the December 11, 
2013 Public Works Committee meeting. Seconded by Quade and unanimously 
carried.  

 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 

Motion was made by Peschong to elect Schaefer as Chair, Hemmesch as Vice 
Chair, and Mergen as Secretary.  Seconded by Quade and unanimously carried.  

 
MEETING SCHEDULE 
 

Motion was made by Hemmesch to set the meeting schedule for the second 
Wednesday of each month at 5:00 pm.  Seconded by Peschong and unanimously 
carried.  

 
WATER PLANT REHAB 

 
A proposal was presented to add a radio read upgrade to the project. The upgrade would 
consist of the hand held unit with receiver software and 1,000 smart point radio touch couples 
with leak detection. These devises have the technology to detect a constant flow of water and 
for what period of time the water was flowing.  The material cost is $110,700.00.  Mergen is 
proposing the radio reads at this time because of the treatment plant rehab, PFA financing is at 
1%, and the radio read will qualify for funding. Members discussed the cost and labor savings 
which would be 3 to 4 days of labor per billing cycle, the large savings will appear when the 
City switches to monthly or bi-monthly billing.  It was discussed that within five years or less 
the City may need to make this change. The other large savings comes when staff is reading 
meters and the City needs to hire a subcontractor to do some other job.  
 

Motion was made by Peschong to approve a change order for the radio read 
system from HD Water Supply and recommend such to the City Council.  
Seconded by Hemmesch and unanimously carried.  

 
MPCA – FORMER MIDTOWN SERVICE STATION 
 
Members were given an update that the City Council is meeting with John Hunt from Barr 
Engineering.  The Council sees a need to have a third party review the information and have a 
person speak MPCA language on behalf of the City.  
 
  



2014 STREET PROJECT 
 
DeWolf presented the plans for the 2014 project reviewing the project area and the scope of 
the project. The soils at Veterans Park are of suitable subsoil’s so no subsoil excavation will be 
required. After a short discussion,  
 

Motion was made by Peschong to approve the plans and specifications, authorize 
advertisement for bids, and recommend such to the City Council.  Seconded by 
Hemmesch and unanimously carried.  

 
ALLEY BETWEEN RIVER STREET AND AUGUSTA AVENUE 
 
No update given.  
 
INFORMATIONAL 
 
The electrical rate charts were reviewed.  
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:53 p.m. 
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