
   

OPERATING RULES FOR  
PAYNESVILLE PUBLIC ACCESS CHANNEL 8 & 3 

 
 
1. PUBLIC ACCESS 
 

A. Public access channel space shall be available at no charge to any person, 
group, organization, or other entity on a first come, nondiscriminatory basis upon 
request and consistent with the availability of the access channel at the time and 
for the duration requested. 

 
B. No program, production, or presentation shall be cablecast which involves any 

advertising material designed to promote the sale of commercial products or 
services (including advertising by or on behalf of candidates for public office), 
lottery information, or obscene or indecent matter.  

 
C. In order to permit diversity of use among public access cablecasters, the City of 

Paynesville may limit the use of cablecasting facilities by any one applicant to 
two hours during any calendar week. 

 
2. EDUCATIONAL ACCESS 
 

A. Educational access channel space shall be available at no charge to the 
Paynesville Public School District consistent with the availability of the access 
channel at the time and for the duration requested.  

 
B. No program, production, or presentation shall be cable cast which involves any 

advertising material designed to promote the sale of commercial products or 
services (including advertising by or on behalf of candidates for public office), 
lottery information, or obscene or indecent matter. 

 
C. In order to permit diversity of use among public access cablecasters, the City of 

Paynesville may limit the use of cablecasting facilities by any one applicant to 
two hours during any calendar week.  

 
3. GOVERNMENT ACCESS 
 

A. Governmental access channel space shall be available at no charge to the City 
of Paynesville and Paynesville Township and their departments consistent with 
the availability of the access channel at the time and for the duration requested.  

 
B. No program, production, or presentation shall be cablecast which involves any 

advertising material designed to promote the sale of commercial products or 
services (including advertising by or on behalf of candidates for public office), 
lottery information, or obscene, or indecent matter. 

 
C. In order to permit diversity of use among public access cablecasters, the City of 

Paynesville may limit the use of cablecasting facilities by any one applicant to 
two hours during any calendar week.  



   

4. WAIVER 
 

A. The City of Paynesville may, in its discretion, waive any of the above 
requirements in circumstances for which the nature of the cablecast warrants 
such a waiver.  

 
5. CABLECASTING 
 

A. A prerecorded DVD may be supplied to the City for showing on the access 
channel.  Whoever is requesting the airing of the DVD or public message will 
need to indicate the start and stop dates.  

 
B. The City reserves the right to review the content of all DVD’s submitted for 

cablecasting to ensure compliance with FCC rules, and all other federal, state, 
and local standards.  DVD’s produced by community residents are not expected 
to meet broadcast television standards; however, those DVD’s, which do not 
maintain a stable video signal, will not be cablecast. 

 
C. The City assumes no responsibility for damages to DVD’s furnished by the user.  

Furthermore, the City will not edit or alter the DVD’s.  
 
D. No charge shall be made for the use of the access channel. 
 
E. Users are responsible for securing permission or clearance to use all copyrighted 

materials included in their program, and are solely held liable for any damages or 
charges resulting from such use of material in their program. 

 
F. In keeping with the access rules, the City will not cablecast programs which 

involve advertising, lottery, obscene or indecent matter or do not maintain a 
stable video signal and audio signal to ensure compliance with FCC rules, and all 
other federal, state, and local standards.  The City reserves the right to review 
scheduled DVD’s.  

 
G. There will be no paid commercial spots contained on any program cablecast on 

the access channel.  Sponsorship of a program is limited to logo display at 
beginning and end of the program with name of sponsor only.  No phone 
numbers, company services, products, etc., of for-profit sponsors can be 
mentioned in the sponsorship display or within the contents of the program. Non-
profit service organizations, such as the American Heart Association are not 
considered as for-profit sponsors. 

 
H. Timely programs (governmental meetings, athletic events, etc.) must be 

cablecast as soon as possible after recording and every effort will be made to do 
so.  The City reserves the right to preempt previously scheduled programs where 
there is a time limit, such as an election date, to cablecast programs, which must 
be cablecast before deadline date.  

 
I. Time slots will be allocated at the discretion of the program coordinator, provided 

that ample time remains for spontaneous and locally produced programming.  



   

J. To schedule a program it is essential to provide a total exact, accurate run time 
to ensure that programs begin and end on time.  This effects the credibility of the 
channel. 

 
6. ELIGIBILITY 
 

A. Eligible access users include residents of the City of Paynesville and Paynesville 
Township and members of employees or organizations, which serve the 
community.  Any community resident may request channel time for the 
presentation of a program.  

 
B. Eligible users under 18 year of age must have a parent or legal guardian sign the 

user responsibility form acknowledging the adult accepts full responsibility for 
content.  

 


