
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING
PAYNESVILLE CITY HALL

FEBRUARY 25, 2014
5:30 P.M.

AGENDA

I. CALL TO ORDER

II. CONSENT AGENDA
A. Minutes (page 1)

III. NEW BUSINESS
A. Discuss Snowplowing - Snowplowing Policy - Doris

Wendlandt, Ron Mergen & Representative(s) from
D & D Snowplowing will be in attendance (page 5)

B. Emergency Management Director Position Status
C. WeatherMaster (page 7)

IV. OLD BUSINESS
A. Golf Cars & Tandem Bikes - City of Owatonna

(page 17) - Paul
B. Part-Time Police Officer Position Report - Paul

V. INFORMATIONAL
A. Next Meeting - Wednesday, March 26,2014 at 5:30

p.m.

VI. ADJOURN

Please contact Renee Eckerly at 320-243-3714 ext. 227 or at
reneeE@paynesvillemn.com if you can't attend the meeting.

Members: Jeff Thompson, Bob Liestman, Paul Wegner, Mary Matthews, VACANCY - Emergency
Management Director, Donnie Mayer, Harry Thielen, Doris Wendlandt & Renee Eckerly.

This agenda has been prepared to provide information regarding an upcoming meeting of the
Public Safety Committee. This document does not claim to be complete and is subject to
change.

BARRIER FREE: All Public Safety Committee meetings are accessible to the handicapped.
Attempts will be made to accommodate any other individual need for special services. Please
contact City Hall (320) 243-3714 early, so necessary arrangements can be made.



REQUEST FOR COMMITTEE/COUNCIL ACTION

COMMITTEE/COUNCIL NAME: Public Safety Committee

Committee/Council Meeting Date: February 25,2014

Agenda Section: Consent Agenda

Originating Department:

Item Number: 11- A

ITEM DESCRIPTION:

Prepared by: Staff

COMMENTS:

Minutes

Please review the minutes from the January 27,2014 Public Safety Committee meeting.

ADNIINISTRATOR COMMENTS:

COMMITTEE/COUNCIL ACTION:

Motion to approve the minutes from the January 27,2014 Public Safety Committee
meeting.
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MINUTES
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

JANUARY 27,2014

The meeting was called to order by Jeff Thompson at 5:30 p.m. Members present were
Bob Liestman, Fire Chief; Renee Eckerly, City Administrator; Paul Wegner, Police Chief; Mary
Matthews, and Denise Czech - Schwandt, Emergency Management Director. Donnie Mayer,
Harry Thielen, and Doris Wendlandt were absent.

Motion was made by Wegner to approve the minutes from the August 27, 2013
Public Safety Committee meeting. Seconded by Liestman and unanimously
carried.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

Motion was made by Thompson to appoint Wenger as Chair, Liestman as Vice
Chair, and Eckerly as Secretary. Seconded by Matthews and unanimously carried.

MEETING SCHEDULE

The meeting schedule will stay the same on the 4th Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m.
Liestman would like to be called if the meeting is cancelled on the day of the meeting.

PART-TIME OFFICER POSITION

Wegner reported that the position is being posted.

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH

Eckerly reported that a neighborhood watch was suggested at safety training day and emailed
from Stearns County. Wegner stated that this may deter some crimes. The Committee
discussed what is involved. Wegner will delegate an officer to research what it would take to
set this up. The Gazebo Park area was discussed as a potential first site. This will be put
back on the next agenda for an update.

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOUl

Mary Matthews reported on the Agreement to utilize the City Hall Conference Room in case of
an evacuation at CentraCare. This would be a temporary place of transition. If the City has an
emergency, CentraCare will go elsewhere. Matthews will update the MOU to CentraCare and
change the room to the Council Chambers.

Motion was made by Wegner to approve the MOU between the City of Paynesville
and CentraCare Health - Paynesville and recommend such to the City Council.
Seconded by Czech - Schwandt and unanimously carried.



EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR REPORT

Czech-Schwandt reported that she has someone interested in being a storm watcher - Britney
Haala. The Committee would like to get more people from the public and less firefighters to be
storm watchers.

GOLF CARTS &TANDEM BIKES

Wegner reported that this is complicated. The City can only restrict AVT's and golf carts.
Everything else is regulated under State Statute. The following questions were raised:

1. Does the City want golf carts on City Streets?
2. Is the City permitting the person or the vehicle?

The Committee suggested taking this to the Chiefs Association and League of Minnesota
Cities Policies committee to get some framework in place that municipalities can deal with.
Right now, golf carts are not allowed to be used in the City limits under State Statute. The City
does not want to prohibit, but needs to regulate the vehicles for safety reasons. Tractors are
not allowed into the City unless going to get service or products. Tractors have to be used for
farm purposes. Eckerly will email out the City of Owatonna Ordinance.

EMERGENCY OPERATION PLAN

No update at this time. The Plan needs to be emailed to Matthews to review.

(Wendlandt arrived at 6:25 p.m.)

(Liestman left at 6:53 p.m.)

HOSPITAL & SIREN

Matthews reported that she has visited with the persons involved and they are purchasing
weather radio that they can carry on their person. Eckerly suggested Matthews contact
Lieutenant Robert Dickhaus at Steams County to get their 800 MHz radios programmed.

800 MHZ TOWER

Eckerly reported that money is in place and Stearns County will be working with the City in
2014.

CODE RED/NEXUX - NOTIFICATION - UPDATE

Czech-Schwandt reported that Stearns County is not going to do a local system for
Paynesville. Willmar has their own. The system costs approximately $2,500.00. The system
could be used for different types of alerts, not just emergency management. The Committee
discussed what the annual fee is. The Committee discussed how much time would be
consumed by staff. Czech-Schwandt will research this.



OIL TRAINS SPARKING CONCERNS IN SMALL TOWNS - NEWSPAPER ARTICLE

The Committee discussed the newspaper article. The Emergency Operation Plan will address
this.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m.



SNOWPLOWING POLICY

1. INTRODUCTION

The City of Paynesville believes that it is in the best interest of the resi,dents for the City
to assume basic responsibility for control of snow and ice on city streets. Reasonable
ice and snow control is necessary for routine travel and emergency services. The CitY '
will provide s~ch control in a safe and cost effective manner, keeping in mind safety,
budget, personnel and environmental concerns. The. City will use city employees,
equipment and/or private contractors to provide this service.

2. WHEN WILL CITY START SNOW OR ICE CONTROL OPERATIONS?

The Public Works Director will decide when to begin snow or ice control operations.
The criteria for that decision are: '

A. Sn.ow accumulation of 1 inch. The Police Officer on duty will communicate
with the Public Works Department or Ol"! caU personnel that snow
accumulation has occurred and plowing maybe necessary;

B. Drifting of snow that causes problems for travel;

C. Icy conditions which seriously affect travel; and

D. Time of snowfall in relationship to heavy use of streets.

Snow and ice control operations are expensive and involve the use of limited personnel
and equipment. Consequently snowplowing operations will not generally be conducted '
for snowfall of less than 2 inches. To minimize the potential for snowplow/vehicle
accidents, plowing will generally commence between 1:00 a.m. and 2:00a~m.

3. How SNOW WILL BE PLOWED?

Snow will be plowed in a manner so as to minimize any traffic obstructions. The center
of the roadway will be plowed first. The snow shall then be pushed from left to right.
The discharge shall go onto the boulevard area of the street. In times of extreme
snowfall, streets will not always immediately be able to be completely cleared of snow.

4. SNOW REMOVAL

Snow removal from the downtown area will be removed with each snowplowing event.
Snow will be removed from the sidewaiks and away from the curb. Snow will then be
plowed to the center of the street, blown into trucks and hauled to a designated site.



Other areas, which may require snow removal, are intersections, cul-de-sacs, etc. will
be done after the downtown is complete and equipment and operators are available. In
heavy snowfall events this may take several days. This snow will be removed by
tractor/blower and blowing snow into the boulevard area or front yard areas.

5. PRIORrrlES AND SCHEDULE FOR WHICH STREETS WILL !;IE PLOWED

The City subcontracts the majority of is snowplowing, the Public Works Department
shall communicate with the contractors those streets of major importance; these are
high volume routes, which provide access for emergency vehicles, fire, police,'
ambulance and hospital.

6. WORK SCHEDULE FOR SNOWPLOW OPERATORS

City operators will be expected to work eight-hour shifts. In severe snow em~rgencies,

operators sometimes have to work in excess of eight-hour shifts. However, because of
budget and safety concerns, no operator shall work more than a twelve-hour shift in any
twenty four-hour period. Operators will be allowed a fifteen-minute break approximately'
midway throughout each four-hour shift with a half-hour meal break after four hours.
After a twelve-hour day, the operators will be replaced if additional qualified personnel
are available.·

.7. WEATHER CONDITIONS

Snow and ice control operations will be conducted only when weather conditions do not
endanger the safety of city employees and equipment. Factors that may delay snow or
ice control operations include; sever cold, significant winds and limited visibility.

8. USE OF SAND, SALT, AND OTHER CHEMICALS

The City will use sand, sa.lt and other chemicals when there are hazardous ice or
slippery conditions. The City is concerned about the effect of such chemicals on the.
environment and will limit its use for that reason.

\.0.



Renee Eckerly

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

publicsafety49@weathermaster.biz
Tuesday, February 04,20149:18 PM
tony51 @windstream.net
Minnesota, Let WeatherMaster be your severe weather early warning system

To try it FREE for 60 days with up to 3 people, just let us know here!

Now offering WeatherMaster Plus for government agencies only!

To find out more about WeatherMaster Plus, just go to...

http://www.weathermaster.bizlweathermasterplus.htmI

http://www.weathermaster.biz/weathermasterplus-faq.htmI

Try and picture this...

Severe storms are headed your way. Do you real/v depend 011 television reports, in a timely manner? Or
would you rather have the information when the National Weather Service issues the actual statement?

WeatherMaster is a 24-hour weather notification service that caters to a whole host of businesses, individuals
and now public safety officers as well as city &county governments. The service is a completely opt-in service,
meaning that your residents (or public safety officials) can sign p for the service by clicking on a link on your
home page (or you can use a signup page of your own design). Police officers, firefighters, EMT's, E-911
centers, and other government officials, and your citizens that need severe weather information as
quick as possible. Simply put, we deliver severe weather information to you, city or county residents, and
public safety officers, at the moment the National Weather Service issues such information. Severe weather
watches & warnings, winter storm watches & warnings, heat & cold advisories, snow adVisories, flash flood
watches & warnings, high wind warnings, etc... to cell phones, text pagers, and e-mail. From a "political
point of view", it makes good sense to inform residents of possible severe weather, winter storms (of
all kinds). If the system is used just ONCE, your ENTIRE slate of elected officials can take credit for it.
And that could mean that you (and your entire slate of elected officials) get re-elected come election
time!

If you purchase the service for your public safety departments, you understand that most dispatch centers
(especially those that utilize E-911) are high tech operations. But most of these saine centers still rely on the
television (or commercial radio stations) to get their weather watches & warnings. In the small cities & counties,
this is the only option to them because of the enormous cost associated with maintaining such a system, such
as ours. Now the small cities & counties and modern E-911 centers can use our services to their advantage.
Put your cell phone, iPhone, iPad, Android,Nook, Kindle and/or e-mail to good use!

Imagine your officers in the field and your dispatch/911 center receiving severe weather, or winter weather
information BEFORE radio &television stations can broadcast the same information. Police officers, sheriff's
deputies, city marshals, constables, 'firefighters &EMT's can receive the information, and be at the ready if or
when severe or winter weather strikes. Dispatch & E-911 centers that rely heavily on e-mail can also use the
service in their dispatch centers. City and county officials can receive the same information from
WeatherMaster, without being tied down to a radio or television, waiting for a severe weather broadcast, that
mayor may not come in a timely manner. If your officers carry a text-enabled cell phone, iPhone, iPad, Nook,
Kindle, Android, they can receive severe weather alerts ON THE GO. If you have officers receiving weather
alerts in the field, it can cut down on "radio time", dispatching the information to the officers, because the
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officers would already have that information at their fingertips, courtesy of WeatherMaster. Dispatch centers
that receive WeatherMaster alerts would receive them at the same time the field officers receive them. At the
same time that your public safety officers are being notified by WeatherMaster, your city/county residents are
being notified at the same time. So everyone is covered !

So you ask yourself. ,,"What's the catch?" There's no catch. Our alerts will not bombard you with ads. Our
alerts do not (and will never contain) spyware, malware, or other privacy-invading software. You don't have to
download ANYTHING to receive our alerts, nor require you to purchase (or obtain) hardware (or software). No
apps to download (since they have security issues anyway), So you think you can trust your local radio or
television station to get the word to you in a timely manner?

December 8, 2004 10:30pm - One of the strangest string of events ever recorded by the National
Weather Service. A severe thunderstorm watch was issued for Union County, Arkansas. Thunderstorm &
tornado watches are somewhat rare during this time of year, but this was a rather warm fall week. A severe
thunderstorm caused a "microburst" in an area in southern Union County, near EI Dorado. A 100 year-old
wood frame church building was destroyed, along with a horse barn. Moderate damage was noted to homes in
the area, but no injuries were reported. However...

January 12, 2005 - Just 33 days later, Mother Nature would hit the exact same area, but with greater
consequences. Just before midnight, a 1/2-mile-wide, F3 tornado cut a 24-mile-long path across Union County,
Arkansas, moving from Junction City, to 3 miles northeast of Lawson. The F3 tornado killed 2 people.both 83
years old, in separate mobile homes about a mile apart. About 30 homes were destroyed. A refrigerator with its
outer skin ripped off from by the tornado, was found over a quarter of a mile away in a farmer's field. However,
a marriage license was also found in the same area...The marriage license was found intact and belonged to
orie of the victims, who died in the tornado. On the very piece of property that the horse barn was destroyed
just a month earlier, the house next to the remains of the horse barn was destroyed. Since the tornado
warning was issued just before midnjght, the news media in the county was unable to get the warning
out, but as soon as the National Weather Service in Shreveport, Louisiana issued the warning,
WeatherMaster sent out the information to cell phones.

September 24, 2005 - Hurricane Rita takes a shot at the Texas Gulf Coast. Just like a month earlier, residents
along the Gulf Coast (that use WeatherMaster) are able to get updates when they need them. Seven
confirmed deaths are attributed to Rita before it lifts off to the Northeast.

October 11, 2006 - A low pressure system moving through the Great Lakes region, accompanied by a record­
breaking cold snap, combined to produce significant early-season snowfall across the region. Several areas on
the Lower Peninsula of Michigan recorded their earliest-ever measurable snowfall, including 0.2" at Detroit on
October 12th, beating the old record from October 13, 1909, and 1-2 feet of snow fell over western portions of
the Upper Peninsula. A foot of snow also fell across portions of southwestern Ontario in the Niagara region
with significant amounts also recorded in northwestern Ontario north and west of Thunder Bay. Record­
breaking snowfall of 1-2 feet also occurred in the highly localized lake effect snowband areas around Buffalo ,
New York, with Buffalo setting two consecutive daily October snowfall records, recording a total of
22.6 inches. The resulting heavy, wet snow downed tree limbs and power lines, leaving 350,000 people
without electricity in western New York. It also closed a large section of Interstate 90 from Rochester to Dunkirk
and killed three people. Governor George Pataki declared a state of emergency in the hard-hit counties.
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October 25, 2006 - The first Plains blizzard of the season occurred over the Front Range of Colorado. Blizzard
warnings were issued, with 6 to 12 inches of snow combining with winds as strong as 60 mph in some areas.
Snow accumulations in the mountains reached up to 2 feet. Dozens of school districts were closed and
highways were blocked throughout the region. Most flights out of Denver International Airport were either
canceled or significantly delayed.

January 23, 2007 - A winter storm crossed through the southern United States, with a mix of winter weather.
Several inches of snow fell across parts of Arkansas, Georgia, the Carolinas and Tennessee with scattered
sleet and freezing rain farther south. Anywhere from 1-4 inches of snow fell across Tennessee and Arkansas,
with lighter amounts in the Carolinas.

February 21-26,2007 - A storm moved onto the northern California coast early on the 21st, leading to 1-3 feet
of snow across the southern Cascades, Sierra Nevada, and the mountains of southern California. The storm
then moved east, bringing up to 2 feet to the mountains of Utah and Colorado. Late on the 23rd, it moved onto
the central High Plains and organized into a major storm that spread snow from eastern Colorado northeast
into the Upper Midwest and Great Lakes region, and ice from Iowa to northern Indiana. The storm continued
into the Mid-Atlantic on the 25th, dropping snow as far south as the Washington D.C. area. SnoWfall amounts
from 12 - 24 inches were common in Minnesota, Iowa, Wisconsin, and Illinois. Winona, Minnesota recorded
the highest official snowfall total in this region, with 29.5 inches as well as La Crosse, Wisconsin with
21 inches. Up to 1.5 inches of ice accumulation was reported from Iowa eastward into northern Indiana.
Sustained winds of 30 - 40 mph resulted in severe blowing and drifting in some of these locations. 10 people
were killed in traffic accidents during the storm including 8 in Wisconsin, and one in Kansas. A forty car pileup
resulted in the closing of Interstate 70 between Denver and Goodland, Kansas. This storm caused massive
delays and cancellations at Chicago O'Hare and Midway Airport. At one point, 250,000 customers in Iowa were
without power. The storm then moved into the Mid-Atlantic States, where up to 8 inches accumulated. Blizzard
or winter storm warnings were in effect at one point in Kansas, Nebraska, South Dakota, Iowa, Minnesota,
Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia and Washington,
D.C. The storm also brought severe thunderstorms and tornadoes from Kansas to Alabama, hitting Arkansas
especially hard, where Dumas was heavily damaged by a tornado.

February 27 - March 2, 2007 - Another major storm moved into the Pacific Northwest coast on the 27th,
adding to the several feet of snow already recorded in the Cascades and Sierra Nevada in the previous few
days. It is impacted the Upper Midwest, the northern Plains, the Great Lakes and Quebec regions with heavy
snow, sleet, freezing rain and high winds by March 1 and 2, in addition of bringing more severe thunderstorms
to the South. Already, numerous tornadoes were reported in Alabama, Georgia, Missouri and Kansas including
six killers. A deadly tornado struck Enterprise High School, killing 8 students on March 1. On March 2, over
2 inches of rain fell in New York City and snow, sleet and freezing rain fell in the interior Northeast. Omaha,
Nebraska was under a blizzard warning for the first time in 9 years, with much of the city receiving a foot or
more of snow, and thunder snow as reported at the beginning of the storm. Wind speeds in Omaha were
clocked as high as 58 miles per hour, creating snow drifts in outlying areas up to 8 feet. The entire state of
Iowa was placed under a State of Emergency by Governor Chet Culver while large stretches of Interstate 80
were shut down. The National Guard came into the area to bring generators to restore power until utility lines
were repaired.
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April 13 -16,2007 - A major nor'easter struck the eastern half of North America bringing heavy rains, floods,
storm surges and damaging wind across coastal areas. New York City itself received nearly 8 inches (200 mm)
of rain in one day, making it one of the rainiest days ever for the city. Flooding did occur across many suburbs
of the region as well as in other areas of the East Coast from Maine to Virginia. In Cape Elizabeth, Maine, an
80 mph wind gust was recorded, along with 30 foot waves that battered the coast. In New York, the National
Guard assisted the emergency procedures while Maine, West Virginia and New Jersey declared state of
emergencies. Several tornadoes struck the Carolinas killing at least 1 in South Carolina. Additional tornadoes
struck northern Texas on the 13th.

Our severe weather alerts are computer controlled, and do not require human intervention. As soon as
our servers receive the information from the National Weather Service in your area, they are IMMEDIATELY
dispatched to their intended addresses within 1-2 seconds. Radio & television stations can wait up to least 15
minutes to get the word to their audience. WeatherMaster has been in business since 1998, and we were the
very FIRST company of its kind, to broadcast severe weather watches &warnings to e-mail, cell phones, smart
phones (iPhone, Android, etc), tablets, iPads, Nooks, Kindles, and just about ANY device that can receive
email (or text message). Just think, winter storm watches &warnings, severe weather watches & warnings,
high wind warnings, freeze warnings, extreme heat warnings, etc... All available through WeatherMaster when
they're issued and ready when YOU need it! You no longer have to be tied down to a television waiting for a
warning (or watch) that may, or may not be issued. Do you worry about tornadoes, severe thunderstorms,
winter storms, extreme heat or cold, high fire danger, hurricanes/tropical storms, flash floods, high winds (on
area waterways or otherwise), foggy conditions, or high surf conditions? If you answered yes to any of them,
then WeatherMaster might be what you need. Allow WeatherMaster to EARN your trust &your business. In
fact, let us prove our worth. LET WEATHERMASTER BE YOUR EARLY WARNING SYSTEM!

To date, 200,000 customers trust our services. Please share this with your other elected officials & public
safety department and see if WeatherMaster could be useful to you. Let WeatherMaster custom design our
system to your needs. To "test drive" our system, just go to...

http://www.weathermaster.biz

o check out what our alerts look like on a Facebook page...

https://www,facebook.comJpages/WeatherMaster/155816794502130

Let WeatherMaster be your early warning system and we'll earn your trust & business. If you need assistance,
or you would like for us to custom-design a package for you, just email us at
publicsafety49@weathermaster.biz and we'll help you get started. Or call us at 870-568-7520
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WlJatblJlM.stlJlPlus

WeatherMaster Plus is a brand new service available to
government entities only. In addition to weather alerts,

WeatherMaster Plus also can alert those who opt-in to the
service to many public safety emergencies. Such as...

Water/Sewer Emergencies (boil orders, etc)

Suspect/ Inmate/ Prisoner Escapes

School/Governmental Closures

Shelter-In-Place Emergencies

Oil/Chemical/Hazardous Material Emergencies

Amber/Silver Alerts

Road Closure Emergencies

Evacuation Emergencies

Heating/Cooling Shelters (during the appropriate seasons)

Basically, ANY emergency you deem necessary to get the word
out to your residents at a moments notice. The alerts are a

completely opt-in process, meaning that only those who sign up
will receive the alerts. We can provide the signup page for

those who wish to sign up, all you have to do is provide the l'ink
on your government web page.



Some recent examples of civil emergencies...

2014 - A winter storm that affects New England all the way
down to Arkansas plunges many into darkness, including

750,000 in Pennsylvania alone.

2014 - Charleston, West Virginia. Water supply contamination
caused by a chemical leak from a nearby chemical company.

300,000 people are without water for a week.

2014 - A 46-car pile up on Interstate 94 in Northern Indiana. 3
people reported ki lled.

2013 - Houston, Texas. Oil refinery fire that put people liVing in
the area 'in a potential health hazard.

2013 - Newtown, Connecticut. A deranged shooter goes on a
rampage at Sandy Hook Elementary School. 28 people were

killed, the shooter took his own life.

2013 - Russellville, Arkansas. An accident 'in a non-radiation
portion of Arkansas Nuclear One. One person is killed, but no

radiation is released. The nuclear reactor "scrams" and is made
stable for safety reasons. It is the first and only death 'in the 40

year operation of the nuclear plant

2012 - San Francisco, California. Fog is not uncommon in the
Bay Area, but one incident caused traffic problems on the
Golden Gate Bridge as well as the highways leading to it.

Several accidents occurred, but nobody hurt or killed.

2012 - New York City. Hurricane Sandy caused a ConEdison
power plant to explode. No injuries or fatalities.

2010 - West Virginia. An explosion occurred in Massey Energy's
Upper Big Branch coal mine. Twenty-nine out of thirty-one

miners at the site were killed.

2005 - El Dorado, Arkansas. An explosion at a hazardous waste
disposal unit. Part of the city was evacuated, but no deaths or
injuries. The explosion was felt in Louisiana, 17 miles away.



Ten days later, TWO tornadoes strike the same area, kill'ing 2.

2001 - New York City. Attack on the World Trade Center. The
worst ever attack on United States soil.

So, the next question is how much will WeatherMaster Plus cost
you? WeatherMaster Plus is included into the regular

WeatherMaster alert services at $125/month. For this price, it
is a completely UNLIMITED service. Meaning that if you have
100 people sign up or 100,000,000 people, the price is the

same. In short, more "bang" for your buck.

To find out more, take a look at our FAQ on WeatherMaster
Plus. Or contact us here.

All original WeatherMaster images, including the logo are under copyright 1998·2014. All other original images are under copyright, and used by
permission, by their respective companies.



WlJathlJrMastlJrPlus
FA,'s

What is WeatherMaster Plus?

WeatherMaster Plus is an enhanced service avaHable only to government entities. In
addition to traditional weather alerts, WeatherMaster Plus can transmit to those
who signup, emergency 'information vital to the public peace 8: safety of your city or
county. ANY emergency that you deem necessary can be transmitted to the pUblic
(for those who signup for the service) at whatever time you see fit.

Are we limited to what we broadcast to the public?

WeatherMaster Plus is available during ANY emergency event that you deem
necessary.

How will WeatherMaster Plus work?

When we receive a notice from your local government officials, a separate web
page containing your official statement(s) is created by our computers and is posted
on our website. During that time, the alerts containing the web page link containing
your information is being prepared to transmit to its intended targets in your
community. Your residents upon receiving the alert, can go to the link provided in
the alert and read YOUR actual, official statement on your particular emergency
event. The process to create all of this, takes about 5-10 minutes from the receipt
of your official communique, to the creation of the emergency web page containing
your information, to the actual transmission of the alerts. As all of our processes are
computer-controlled, no human intervention is required in the process, unless you
require our assistance further.

Is there a time frame 'in which to use WeatherMaster Plus?
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WeatherMaster Plus is available 24 hours a day. Our Network Operations Centre is
staffed around the clock to insure that if you have a local emergency, we can
receive &: process the information very qUickly. Whether its 2pm in the middle of
the afternoon, or 2am in the middle of the night, we can transmit information
around the clock.

What do we have to do as a community to get the service started?

S'ince each village, town, city, or county is different, we work with you to create
the entire process that is tailored to your area. We can create the web page for
people to signup, we provide the medium to d'isplay your emergency information,
and we provide the infrastructure to transmit the information to the people. In
other words, we work out the details with you, and we do the 'heavy lifting" to make
it work. The only thing you have to do is to get the emergency information to us and
we do the rest.

What does the service cost?

WeatherMaster Plus is included in the package of the entire suite of alerts that we
provide. In addition to your emergency information, weather alerts for your area
will also be transmitted to those same people who sign up. WeatherMaster &:
WeatherMaster Plus is only $125/month for UNLIMITED use of the service. 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year.

Are we limited to how many can sign up for the service?

According to the United States Census Bureau (USCB), Los Angeles County, California
is the most populated county in the United States with a population of nearly
10,000,000 people. WeatherMaster &: WeatherMaster Plus is equipped to handle
even the most populated county in the country. When we say UNLIMITED, it means
just that UNLIMITED. Your city or county is not limited by how many people signup a
use the system. We're quite capable of handling ANY county in the country.

If we have a problem with the service, can we get support?

You can. As we've stated, our Network Operations Centre is staffed 24 hours a day
to handle any problem that might happen. If a problem should arise at a moment's
notice, the quickest way to contact us is here. Under normal conditions, we can
answer your questions in a matter of minutes, based on the severity of the problem.
Our support, servers, infrastructure and business office is located 'in Arkansas, not in
some far off land in Asia, South America, the Middle East, Europe, Australia, or even
Canada. Everything we do, we do from our facility in Arkansas. And yes, all of our
people speak English. Clear English with a slight southern drawl.

/
\Y)



There may be a time where we need to, initially, get an emergency message to our
emergency responders, but not to the general public. Can your system do that.

Yes it can. We can create groups of emergency responders separate from the
general public. Should you need to get a message out to the emergency responders
first, then transmit an emergency message to the general public, we can do that. All
you have to do is note in your emergency message that the particular message is
meant for emergency responders.

How long has WeatherMaster been in business?

WeatherMaster began service in 1998, be'ing the FI RST service of its kind 'in the
United States, with ordinary email notification of severe weather alerts. In 2000,
WeatherMaster was the FIRST service of its kind to expand into the newly-created
text messaging medium. Since then, we've expanded into 'iPhones, Androids, 'iPads,
any device that can receive email and/or text messag-ing. We started offering
WeatherMaster Plus on February 1, 2014. Since 1998, 200,000+ individuals use our
services on a daily basis. In that time, our prices across the board, have NEVER
increased but the quality of our services have increased. We cater to individuals,
broadcast stations, commercial interests, and government entities. So, if you have
any doubts about our ability to serve you, rest assured, we CAN serve you 8: your
needs. Every time...every day...without fail !

If you're interested, please contact us here. Just like all of our
services, we can get you started ... FAST !

All original WeatherMaster images, including the logo are under copyright 1998·2014. All other original images are under copyright, and used by
permission, by their respective companies.
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_ All Terrain Vehicle (ATVl Laws:

Definitions:
Class 1 ATVs: Are motorized flotation-tired vehicles with at least
three but no more than six low pressure tires that have an engine
displacement of less than 960 cubic centimeters and a total dry
weight ofless than 900 pounds.

Private/Agricultural Use Registration:
ATVs (Class 1 and Class 2) are registered for private use when
used exclusively for agricultural activities, harvesting wood, or
on private property. A private use registration does not expire
and is valid until the ownership of the ATV is transferred.

Class 2 ATVs: Are motorized flotation-tired vehicles with at least
three, but no more than six, low pressure tires that have an engine
displacement of less than 960 cubic centimeters and a total dry
weight of900 to 1,500 pounds. Dry weight is normally the
weight of the vehicle without fluids.

Agricultural Zone Restriction: You may not drive an ATV
within the right-of-way (ditch) of a state or county road from
April 1 to August 1 in the agricultural zone. This does not apply
to Class 1 ATVs registered and used exclusively for agricultural
purposes. Class 2 ATVs cannot be operated in ditches.

Where You Can Operate Your ATV:

Display of Numbers and Decals:
ATVs registered for public or dual use must display the
current public use registration number and decal on a plate at least
4 inches high and 7Yz inches long. The plate must be clearly
visible on the back of the vehicle and at least 12 inches from the
ground. The plate and decal must be maintained in a clear and
legible condition.

Registration is NOT required for:
ATVs that are used exclusively in organized track racing events.
ATVs that are 25 years and older.
ATVs owned by a resident of another state or country that does
not require registration ofall-terrain vehicles; not in Minnesota
for more than 30 consecutive days; and are operated on state and
grant-in-aid trails by a non-resident possessing a non-resident
ATV state trail pass. Effective Jan 1,2010. Non-residents do
NOT need a pass ifoperating on a portion of an ATV trail that is
owned by the person or the person's spouse, child, or parent.

PubliclRecreational Use Registration:
Public use registration allows for the operation ofClass 1 ATVs
in the ditch bottom; on the outer slope ofroadside ditches along
state and county roads; on the right side oftownship roads and
city streets, if not prohibited by the road authority or other local
laws.
Public use registration allows for the operation ofClass 2 ATVs
on the shOUlder or extreme right side ofcounty roads and on the
right side of township roads and city streets, ifnot prohibited by
the road authority or other local laws. Class 2 ATVs may not be
operated in the ditch unless part ofa designated Class 2 trail.

Public road right-of-way: Means the entire right-of-way ofa
roadway that is not privately owned, including the traveled
portions, banks, ditches, shoulders, and medians.

ATV Registration:
Where you can legally operate your ATV is dependent on how
your ATV is registered. ATVs can be registered for
public/recreational use or private agricultural use, and in some
cases both. No one under the age of 18 can register an ATV.
All ATVs operated in Minnesota must be registered with the
DNR, including those used exclusively on private property. Class
1 or Class 2 will be indicated on the owners ATV registration
card and decal.

eATV General Regulations:

e All ATV riders (passengers and operator) under age 18 on
public land must wear a helmet at all times.

e A driver's license is required to operate an ATV along or on
public road rights-of-way.

e No operator under age 12 can cross public roads or drive on
public roads and lands, except an operator at least 10 years old
may operate an ATV up to 90cc on public lands if accompanied
by parent.

e Operators between the age of 12 and 15 must have a safety
training certificate and be accompanied by an adult 18 or older
who possesses a driver's license to operate on public lands.

e In order to be issued a safety training certificate, operators
under 12 must have completed a safety training course and be
able to reach and control the handlebars and reach the footrests.

e Effective January 1,2006, anyone born after July 1, 1987 and is
16 or older, must complete an independent study course
component ofATV safety training before operating an ATV on
public land.

e A rider may not operate an ATV on a trail designated "not for
motorized use," posted public lands, state park lands, wildlife
management areas, or unfrozen water.

e If an ATV is equipped with headlight and taillight, it may not
be operated unless lighted at all times. All ATVs operated
between Yz hour after sunset to Yz hour before sunrise must have
lighted headlight and taillight.

e A person under the age of 18 may not carry a passenger.
e A person over the age of 18 may carry one passenger on a

class 1 ATV.
e A person over the age of 18 may carry a passenger; or up to

the number ofpassengers for which a class 2 ATV was
designed.

e A passenger under the age of 18 must wear helmet and
seatbelt if provided by manufacturer.

~-~..-._~~-~-.=~~==.~~~~~==~~.- '-~""--'--'=~="=-'---"--"- ---~------_. -~~=~



• All Terrain Vehicle CATV> Laws:

ATV General Regulations - Continued:

• You may not exceed 10 mph on the frozen surface ofpublic
waters within 100 feet of a person fishing or a fish house or
other shelter.

• Overall noise emission from ATV's may not exceed 99 decibels

at a distance of20 inches when operated on public lands,

waters, trails, and public streets and roads open to vehicle use.

• Do not operate an ATV at a speed greater than is reasonable
under all ofthe surrounding circumstances or greater than the
posted speed limit on any public lands, waters, trails, or public

road rights-of-way.

• If accident results in a human injury requiring medical attention,
hospitalization, or death; or total damage of$500 or more, the

ATV operator must file a written report to the DNR within 10

days of the accident.

• It is unlawful to operate an ATV while under the influence of
alcohol, a controlled substance, or other hazardous substance.

• It is unlawful for a person to drink or consume alcoholic
beverages when an ATV is operated on a roadway, or shoulder
ofa roadway, that is not part of a designated trail for ATVs.

• It is unlawful to operate an ATV in a careless, reckless, or
negligent manner that endangers another person or property.

• Littering is unlawful.

• It is unlawful to enter or leave lands by cutting wire or tearing

down a fence.

• It is unlawful to mutilate, destroy, damage, or remove any
property within a trail or on state land.

• It is unlawful to post, damage, or remove any signs on any lands
or waters unless you are the landowner, occupant, or lessee of

the property.

• An ATV that is abandoned, stolen, or destroyed must be

reported to the DNR License Center within 15 days.

• It is unlawful to operate an ATV in a manner to carelessly upset
the natural and ecological balance of a wetland or public waters

wetland.

• It is unlawful to wound or kill another person's domestic animal
or destroy private property.

• It is unlawful to pass through a closed gate without returning it
to the original position.

• It is unlawful to stray off the groomed portions ofmarked state
trails.

Firearms Transportation:

• A person may transport an unloaded and uncased shotgun or
rifle in a motor vehicle while: 1) at a shooting range with

pennission; 2) lawfully hunting on public of private land; or 3)
traveling to or from a site the person intends to hunt that day or

has hunted that day.

• However, a person MAY NOT transport an uncased shotgun or
rifle within: 1) Anoka, Hennepin, or Ramsey counties; 2) an
area where discharge ofa firearm is prohibited by ordinance; 3)

a city with a population of2,500 or more; 4) school grounds; 5)

game refuges; or 6) as regulated under shining and night vision
laws.

• A handgun/pistol cannot be transported uncased without a valid
pennit to carry.

ATV Cross-Country Travel:
• ATV cross-country travel is prohibited on state lands except for

Class 1 ATVs operated during certain times for big game
hunting and retrieval, trapping, and constructing stands.

*For additional information regarding Minnesota
ATV laws, refer to the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources:
el-888-MINNDNR
ewww.mndnr.gov



State Laws:

• Maximum speed in Minnesota is 50 m.p.h.

• Registration is required to operate, transport, or permit to be
operated.

• Display current snowmobile registration.

• Display snowmobile state trail sticker if operating on state or
grant-in-aid trails.

• Stay off the roadway, shoulder, and inside slope of state and
county roads.

• Operate your snowmobile in the same direction as roadway
traffic when riding one-halfhour after sunset to one-halfhour
before sunrise.

• Any youth operating a snowmobile must have a safety
certificate.

• Stay off the median offour-lane roadways.

• Come to a complete stop and look both ways before crossing a
public roadway whether there is a stop sign or not.

• Cross public roadways at a 90 degree angle.

.• Any resident ofMinnesota born after December 31, 1976 must

have a snowmobile safety certificate to operate. (Exception:

Persons under age of 14 may operate if they are supervised or

accompanied by: parent, legal guardian, or other person over

___ ----.--~=-c=_~-~__~~~~~~==__=__~_~_~__ =.._~__~.. ~~~~'=_._=_~=~=_ as==_d=_~=~~=~=~~te~ ~y__pa.re~t_o_~~uardiat1? ----.. ----- - -4D

~ Snowmobile Laws:
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K. No trailers shall be pulled by snowmobiles unless a solid type

hitch is used connecting the trailer with the snowmobile, and any

such trailer pulled shall likewise be equipped with a red taillight
in working order on the rear most portion ofsaid trailer. For

purposes of this subdivision, a trailer shall be defmed to include

any sled, toboggan or other device used for carrying persons or

property, which does not contain its own course ofmotivation.

L. No person under fourteen (14) years ofage shall operate a
snowmobile upon a street or highway within the City of

Owatonna. A person fourteen (14) years ofage or older, but less

than eighteen (18) years ofage, may operate a snowmobile in the

City ofOwatonna only ifhe/she has in hislher immediate

possession a valid snowmobile safety certificate issued by the

Commissioner ofNatural Resources.

M. It is a misdemeanor to intentionally drive, chase, run over, or

kill any animal, wild or domestic, with a snowmobile within the
city limits of this municipality.

N. It is unlawful for the owner ofa snowmobile to permit the

snowmobile to be operated contrary to the provisions ofthis

Ordinance or the laws of the State ofMinnesota.

O~ It is unlawful for any person to operate a snowmobile in the

City after having received a visual or audible signal from any

law enforcement officer to come to a stop or to operate a

snowmobile in a willful and wanton disregard for such signal or

to interfere with or endanger the law enforcement officer or any

other person or vehicle or to increase speed or attempt to flee or
elude the officer.

Owatonna City Ordinance:

Subd. 1. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate a

snowmobile under the circumstances set forth in the sections

which follow:
A. A snowmobile may be operated on City streets only for the

purpose ofgoing to and from the City limits on the most direct

route from the point oforigin to the City limits or returning there

from.

B. On private property ofanother without the express permission

to do so by the owner or occupant of said property. Said

permission must be in writing from the owner or occupant of the

property.

C. On public school grounds, park property, playgrounds,

recreational areas and golf courses without express provision or

permission to do so by the proper public authority. Said
permission must be in writing from the proper public authority.

D. In a manner so as to create loud, unnecessary or unusual noise

so as to disturb or interfere with the peace and quiet ofother

persons. It is a presumptive public nuisance for the operator of a

snowmobile to discharge into the open air the exhaust from the

snowmobile's engine except through a properly working muffler

or other device that is in constant operation and effectively

prevents loud or explosive engine noises, blends exhaust noise

into the overall vehicle noise to prevent excessive or unusual

noise such as sharp popping or crackling sounds, or other sounds
likely to annoy, disturb, injure, or endanger the comfort, repose,

health, peace, or safety of a reasonable person or ordinary

sensibilities in its vicinity.

E. In a careless, reckless or negligent manner so as to endanger,

or be likely to endanger, the safety ofany person or the property

ofany other person.

F. Without having such snowmobile registered as provided for in
Minnesota Statutes, Section 84.82.
G. No snowmobile shall be operated on any public street or

highways within the downtown area designated as an area

bounded on the south by Mill Street, by Oak Street on the west,
by Rose Street on the north and Grove Street on the east.

H. The absolute m~itrl.Uti:l-s~ee(ffinill for the operation of

snowmobiles ~ilihrthe2~ii!)t~teluPi~ofthis municipality is ~~
fu!le~pp.~h.Qllil. All snowmobiles must come to a complete stop at
each street intersection before proceeding into and through the

intersection.
I. All snowmobiles shall be operated in single file as close to the

right hand curb ofall public roads and streets of this municipality
as possible. On public roads and streets not having curbs,

snowmobiles will be operated in single file as close to the right
hand edge of the traveled portion of roadways as possible.

Section 725:10. Regulation of Snowmobile Use.



~ Snowmobile Laws - Continued:
====-===

Snowmobile Registration: Snowmobiles operated or transported

in Minnesota must be registered with the DNR. You must be at

least 18 years old to register a snowmobile.

Exceptions to Snowmobile Registration:

• If it's being used to groom a state or grant-in-aid trail.

• Owned and used by the federal government, another state, or

political subdivision.

• Registered in a country other than the u.s. and being used

temporarily in Minnesota.

• Currently registered in another state and not kept in Minnesota
for more than 30 consecutive days.

• If it is used exclusively in organized track-racing events.

• In transit by a manufacturer, distributor or dealer.

• At least 15 years old in transit by an individual for use on land

owned or leased by the individual.

• Used exclusively for agricultural purposes.

Equipment Requirements:

Helmet: Operators M!ickii~i~~i;;i~g~must wear an approved
helmet, except when participating in a parade or operating on

land belonging to a parent, grandparent, sibling, uncle or aunt.

Lights:

• Headlights and taillights must be on during hours ofdarkness.

• Headlights must be able to reveal people and vehicles 100 feet

ahead and aimed so they will not blind an oncoming

snowmobiler.

• Colored lenses on headlights are NOT lawful when the

snowmobiles is operated on roads or road rights-of-way,

including crossing roads and operating in ditches or outside

slopes.

• Red taillights must be visible for 500 feet to the rear of the

snowmobile.

Brakes: Brakes must be able to control movement and to stop

and hold the snowmobile track.

Reflective Material: Snowmobiles must have at least 16 square

inches of reflector material on each side forward of the handle

bars. Any sled, trailer, or other device that is towed by a

snowmobile during hours ofdarkness must display visible

reflector material on each side and at the rear.

Mufflers: Snowmobiles must be equipped with mufflers that are

in good working order and that do not produce sharp popping or

cracking sounds or excessive or unusual noise.

Safety Training Requirements:

: Minnesota Residents:

• Any resident of Minnesota~m a&~~D~~itititJl,_'~7~must
have a snowmobile safety certificate to operate a snowmobile

in Minnesota (See exception below).

With snowmobile safety certificate:

• Anyone ~2 and IJY~ar.~J)j!jcan operate a snowmobile on
public lands, public waters, state trails, and grant-in-aid trails.

They may operate on private land with permission. They may

NOT cross state or county roads.

• Anyone lH.y~~,,=Q}Q~(j:&IQ~can operate a snowmobile in
Minnesota, including crossing state and county roads. Must

have permission to operate on certain private lands.

Non-Residents of Minnesota:

• Anyone liZ.!!!!dl:$_y~!!1'~~411must have a snowmobile safety
certificate to operate on public lands, public waters, state trails,

and grant-in-aid trails. They may operate on private land with

permission. They may NOT cross state ofcounty roads.

• Anyone [iii.hi-~~gb~l'L~~ai~Ql~must have a snowmobile
safety certificate to cross state and county roads.

• Anyone liE~f!it;~lciand~id~does not need a snowmobile
safety certificate.

• Non-residents certified in snowmobile safety in another state
will be recognized in Minnesota.

Exception for Residents and Non-Residents:

• Without a snowmobile safety certificate, a person under the

age of 14 years may operate a snowmobile only if they are

supervised or accompanied by one of the following: Parent,

legal guardian, or other person 18 years ofage or older

designated by the parent or guardian. The supervising or

accompanying adult needs to be close enough to be able to

direct the youth's operation of their snowmobile. This

exception does not allow an operator under the age of 14 to

cross a public road.

General Operation - Where You M~i:R@~1

• In the bottom or outside slope ofa ditch ofa county or state

road.

• In the same direction as road traffic in the ditch from one-half
hour after sunset to one-halfhour before sunrise (other than

this time, you can ride in either direction).

• One-halfhour after sunset to one-halfhour before sunrise on

two-way snowmobile trails that are located within the ditches

or adjacent to streets or highways when specifically permitted

by the road authority (look for posted two-way signs.)



Snowmobile Laws - Continued:

O~t~id~ the seven-county metro area, you may NOT ride:=-=
• On land that you have been told not to orally, in writing, or by

posted signs.

• On agricultural land without the permission ofthe owner.

- =====--=-=--=-=--=-'=~=--=-=,

Where You May ~QT~Rill~- Continued:
• In any state park, state recreation area, state historic site,

wildlife management area, or state scientific and natural area

with the exception of posted snowmobile trails and areas.

• In any wildlife management area south ofU.S. Highway 2
from Grand Forks east to Bemidji, then south along U.S.
Highway 71 to Wadena, then east along U.S. Highway 10 to

Staples and U.S. Highway 210 to the eastern boundary of the

state, without written permission from the DNR.

• On any iced-over waters located in a restricted area or iced-
over waters where you don't have legal access.

• In any areas restricted by local ordinances or municipalities.

• In a tree nursery or planting area.

• On state forest lands that are posted or designated closed to
snowmobiling.

• On state forest lands located in the Boundary Waters Canoe
Area Wilderness, including all ofLake Isabella and Insula; and

portions ofLake Jeanette and Burntside State Forests.

• In National Wildlife Refuges, Waterfowl Production Areas, or
the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness.

b!lhlj the seven-county metro area, you may NOT ride:
• On land that you do not own, unless given written or oral

permission to ride on that land by the owner, occupant, or

lessee, or unless signs are posted stating snowmobiling is

allowed.
Seven County Metro Area:

Counties Include: Anoka,
Carver, Dakota, Hennepin,

Ramsey, Washington.

.. = =

General Operation - Where You ~yRide~

• On a bridge, other than a bridge that is part of the main-traveled
lanes ofan interstate highway, in order to avoid obstructions to

travel when absolutely necessary (the snowmobile must be

operated in the extreme right-hand lane, the entrance to the

roadway must be made within 100 feet of the bridge, and
crossing must be made as quickly as possible.)

• On state and local trails.

• On iced-over waters that have legal access (if not restricted by
local ordinances.)

• On township roads when not restricted by local ordinance.

• On public lands that are open to motorized vehicles.

lIii~M the seven-county metro area, you may ride:

• On your own land.

• On land that is posted with signs stating "snowmobiles
allowed".

• On land other than your own, with written or spoken permission
of the landowner, occupant or lessee.

• On the groomed are of a snowmobile trail.

~..tsi~j the seven-county metro area, you may ride:

• On your own land.

• On agricultural land that you have been given permission from
the landowner.

• On land, other than agricultural land, that you have not been
told verbally, by written warning, or by posted signs, that riding

is prohibited.

• On the groomed area ofa snowmobile trail.

General Operation - Where You rM:l!Yl'iQl'~Rlde~

• On the roadway, shoulder, or inner slope of the ditch ofa state
or county road.

• On the median ofa four-lane roadway.

• Within the right-of-way of any interstate.

• On the right-of-way between opposing lanes of traffic.

• Against traffic at night within the road right-of-way.

• At airports.

Other Prohibitions:

• It is unlawful to operate a snowmobile in a careless, reckless,
or heedless manner that endangers the operator, or property of

another, or causes injury or damage (intentionally driving over

open water, or water skipping, may be considered careless or

reckless unless done as an event under special permit.)

• Littering
• Enter or leave lands by cutting wire or tearing down a fence.

• Mutilate, destroy, damage, or remove any shelter, comfort
station, or facility on any state or grant-in-aid trail.

• Post, damage, or remove any signs on any lands or waters
unless you are the landowner, occupant, or lessee of the

property.

• Operate on state forest lands in a manner that causes erosion or
rutting, damages or destroys trees or growing crops.

• Operate on a state forest trail that is posted for non-motorized

use.



Snowmobile Laws - Continued:

Other Prohibitions - Continued:

• Operate a snowmobile with metal traction devices on paved
public trails except as specifically allowed by state or local
government. (A metal traction device means any metal device,
or array of metal devices, attached to a snowmobile track to
enhance traction. This includes metal components that extend
more than one-fourth inch from the bottom ofthe track. Note:
Metal cleats affixed perpendicular to the direction of travel ofa
1981 or earlier snowmobile are not considered metal traction
device.)

Otber General Laws:

• Snowmobiling While Intoxicated (SWI): Operating a
snowmobile while under the influence ofalcohol, a controlled
substance or its metabolite, or other hazardous substance.

• Open Bottle Law: It is unlawful for a person to drink or
consume alcoholic beverages when a snowmobile is operated
on a roadway or shoulder ofa roadway that is not part ofa
designated snowmobile trail.

• Accidents: Ifyou are involved in a snowmobile accident that
results in injury requiring medical attention, death, or damage
ofmore than $500, you must file an official accident report with

the Department ofNatural Resources.

Speed Limits -It is unlawful to operate a snowmobile in
excess of:

• 50 MPH on any public lands or waters.

• The posted speed limits on a trail.

• A speed greater than various trail, terrain and visibility
condition dictate.

• The posted road speed limit or 50 MPH, M1iiQh~V;t,i~LQWEBJ,
while operating in the ditch.

• Any governmental unit snowmobile speed limit. Governmental
units include any city, county, municipality, township, or
conservation district.

Game Laws Related to Snowmobiling:

• A person may transport an unloaded and uncased shotgun or
rifle in a motor vehicle while: 1) at a shooting range with
permission; 2) lawfully hunting on public of private land; or 3)

traveling to or from a site the person intends to hunt that day or
has hunted that day.

• However, a person MAY NOT transport an uncased shotgun or
rifle within: 1) Anoka, Hennepin, or Ramsey counties; 2) an

area where discharge ofa firearm is prohibited by ordinance; 3)
a city with a population of2,500 or more; 4) school grounds; 5)
game refuges; or 6) as regulated under shining and night vision

laws.

Game Laws Related to Snowmobiling - Continued:

• A handgun/pistol cannot be transported uncased without a
valid permit to carry.

It is unlawful to:

• Use a snowmobile to chase, run over, or kill a wild animal.

• Shoot or attempt to shoot an animal from a snowmobile.

• Wound or kill another person's domestic animal or destroy
private property.

• Pass through a closed gate without returning it to the original
position.

• Stray offthe groomed portions ofmarked state trails.

*For additional information regarding Minnesota
Snowmobile laws, refer to the Minnesota Department
of Natural Resources:
el-888-MINNDNR
ewww.mndnr.gov



~ Off-Highway Motorcycle Laws:
~~~,==~==-~

Definitions:

Off-Highway Motorcycles (OHMS): OHMs are motorized off­

highway vehicles traveling on two wheels. OHMs have a seat or

saddle designed to be straddled by the operator and have

handlebars for steering control. Motorcycles may be legal for

highway use and still considered to be OHMs ifused for off­

highway operation on trails or natural terrain.

Public road right-of-way: Means the entire right-of-way of a
roadway that is not privately owned, including the traveled
portions, banks, ditches, shoulders, and medians.

OHM Registration:

• All OHMs operated in Minnesota must be registered with DNR,

even ifused exclusively on private property or in track events.

• Some OHMs are equipped so that they may be legally licensed

for highway use. An OHM licensed for highway use that is also

used off-road must have both regular motorcycle license and the

DNR OHM registration.

Display of Nnmbers and Decals:

• OHMs registered only for off-road use must display the

current registration decal on the side of the OHM so it is visible

while the rider is on the OHM. It may be attached to the fork

tube.

• When an OHM is operated on private property, or in a closed­
course competition event, registration is required but the

registration decal does not have to be displayed.

• OHMs licensed in Minnesota for roadway use and

registered for off-road use, must display the OHM decal in

the upper left comer of the rear regular motorcycle license

plate. The DNR registration number should not be displayed.

OHM Youth Operator Requirements:

Under Age 12:

• May not make a direct crossing ofa public road right-of way.

• May not operate OHM on a public road or public road right-of­

way.

• May not operate OHM on public lands or frozen public waters

unless accompanied by a person 18 years ofage or older.

• Must possess a valid OHM safety certificate to operate on
public lands or frozen public waters.

• Must wear eye protection.

• Must wear and approved helmet when operating on public

lands and frozen waters.

• Operator participating in DNR permitted event not required to

be accompanied by an adult.

Under Age 16:

• Must possess a valid OHM safety certificate to operate on

public lands or frozen public waters.

• May make a direct crossing ofa public road (except an

OHM Youth Operator Requirements - Continued:

• Must wear an approved helmet when operating on public

lands, frozen waters, and public road rights-of-way.

Age 16 and 17:

• Must have a driver's license to operate an OHM on a public

roadway, and the motorcycle must be licensed for highway

use (A driver's license is not required on designated trails

when the trail specifically includes the road right-of-way.)

• Must wear eye protection.

• Must wear an approved helmet when operating on public

lands, frozen waters, and public road rights-of-way.

OHM Safety Training Requirement:

• Persons under the age of 16 must successfully complete the

OHM Safety Training Course before operating an OHM on

public lands, frozen waters, public road rights-of-ways, or state

or grant-in-aid trails.

OHM General Regulations:

• You may not operate an OHM in ditches, unless it is a trail

designated for OHM use. OHMs registered for highway use

may operate on roadways.

• A valid driver's license with a motorcycle endorsement is

required to operate anywhere on road rights-of-way including

crossing roads. The only exception would be on portions of a

designated trail that specifically include a road right-of-way.

• Your OHM must have a headlight, taillight, and brakes to be

operated on a public road. The lights must be on while

operating on a trunk, county, state aid, or county highway; or

when crossing a public road right-of-way, one-half hour after

sunset to one-halfhour before sunrise; or in conditions of

reduced visibility.

• You must wear eye protection when operating an OHM.

• You may not exceed 10 mph on the frozen surface ofpublic

waters within 100 feet of a person fishing or a fish house or

other shelter.

• Sound levels for OHMs manufactured after 1986 may not

exceed 96 decibels when operated on public lands.

• Do not operate an OHM at a speed greater than is reasonable

under all of the surrounding circumstances or greater than the

posted speed limit on any public lands, waters, trails, or public

road rights-of-way.

• If accident results in a human injury requiring medical

attention, hospitalization, or death; or total damage of$500 or

more, OHM operator must file a written report to the DNR

within 10 days ofthe accident.

• It is unlawful to operate an OHM while under the influence of

alcohol, a controlled substance, or other hazardous substance.

• It is unlawful for a person to drink or consume alcoholic

beverages when an OHM is operated on a roadway, or shoulder

of a roadway, that is not part of a designated trail for OHMs...----.- ...-..--....... --.. --.' ----..--.. -- ..-..-- -- ..--- --...-----.- --- .---- -- --- -..-. --- --....'·--"17
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,: IiJ Off-Highway Motorcycle Laws - Continued:

OHM General Regulations - Continued:

• It is unlawful to operate an OHM in a careless, reckless, or
negligent manner that endangers another person or property.

• Littering is unlawful.

• It is unlawful to enter or leave lands by cutting wire or tearing
down a fence.

• It is unlawful to mutilate, destroy, damage, or remove any
property within a trail or on state land.

• It is unlawful to post, damage, or remove any signs on any
lands or waters unless you are the landowner, occupant, or
lessee of the property.

• An OHM that is abandoned, stolen, or destroyed must be
reported to the DNR License Center within 15 days.

• It is unlawful to operate an OHM in a manner to carelessly

upset the natural and ecological balance ofa wetland or public

waters wetland.

• It is unlawful to wound or kill another person's domestic animal
or destroy private property.

• It is unlawful to pass through a closed gate without returning it
to the original position.

• It is unlawful to stray off the groomed portions ofmarked state

trails.

Where You May Ride:

• On private land with the landowners permission.

• On frozen public waters where you have legal access, if not

restricted by law or local ordinance.

• On public lands and trails that are open to OHVs.

• You may not operate an OHM in ditches, unless it is a trail
designated for OHM use. OHMs registered for highway use

may operate on roadways.

*For additional information regarding Minnesota
OHM laws, refer to the Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources:
el-888-MINNDNR

e www.mndnr.gov



Low Powered Vehicles Reference Chart

T;...
GolfCarts Mini-truck Motor Scooter Motorized Electric Assisted Motorized Foot Certain Segway

& Motorcycle Bicycle Bicycle Scooter Electric
Vehicles

Key Powered by an 600 cc or 7,500- Motor scooter. 50ccand2hp Saddle, pedals, two Handlebars, motor, NEV: electric Electric motor,

Characteristics: elecbic or gas watt engine, 900 to not defined. engine, top speed to 1hree wheels, max. 12-inch motor, four two nontandem
engine r.mging from 2,200 pounds dry of30m.p.h. max. I,OOO-watt wheel, top speed wheels, top speed wheels, designed
under 4 to over 20 weight. does not Motorcycle: seat electric motor, top of15m.p.h. of2o-25 m.p.h. for one person, top
horsepower. Top meet federal safety or saddle, up to speed of20 m.p.h. MSEV: electric speed ofl5 m.p.h.
speed typically no standards. 1hree wheels. motor, misc. items,
more 1han 20 m.p.h. top speed of35

m.p.h.

Registration: Local permit. Local permit; TItle, registration, Registration and Registration and None; minimum Driver's license or None.
possible DNR and license plate. license plate. license plate. operator age is 12. permit.
registration as
AlV.

Licensing: None. Driver's license or Driver's license Drivers license or Drivers license or None; minimum Driver's license or None.
permit. with two-wheels permit. permit. operator age is 12. permit.

vehicle
endorsement.

Insurance: Liability and Liability and Liability Liability coverage None. None. Liability and None.
personal injmy personal injmy coverage {same {same as passenger personal injury
coverage (same as covernge (same as as passenger autos) coverage (same as
passenger autos) passenger autos) autos) passenger autos)

Operation Roles: Generally same Generally same Generally same Generally same Generally same Generally same Generally same Generally same
traffic laws as other traffic laws as traffic laws as traffic laws as traffic laws as traffic laws as traffic laws as traffic laws as
motor vehicles; no other motor motorcycles and motorcycles and motorcycles and bicycles; no other motor pedestrians; can be
operation at night. vehicles. other motor other motor other motor operation on vehicles; no operated on bike

vehicles. vehicles. vehicles; can be sidewalks; can be operation on roads paths.
operated on certain operated on certain with speed Iimit
bike paths. bike paths and above 35 m.p.h.

1Iails.

Safety Rearview mirror; Headlights; Helmet ifunder Helmet ifunder Helmet; headlight Helmet ifunder Must meet federal Reflectors

Equipment: slow-moving taillights.; tmn 18; eye protection 18; eye protection must be on at all 18; headlight and equipment required.
vehicle emblem. signals; mirrors; for all operators; for all operators; times; taillight reflector required requirements.

windshield; headlight must be headlight must be required for night. for night.
seatbelt; parking on at all times. on at all times;
brake. taillight required

for night.
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There has been an upsurge in recent years in the number and types of
motorized low-power vehicles available in Minnesota, including mini-trucks,
motor scooters, motorized foot scooters, pocket bikes, neighborhood electric
vehicles, and Segways. They range from recreational devices intended
primarily for children to more powerful vehicles aimed at young adults and
even seniors.

This information briefdescribes the various types ofvehicles and their status
under Minnesota law, and looks at how some other states have addressed them.
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Minnesota law regulates vehicle operation on public streets and highways, establishing licensing,
insurance, and equipment requirements for different types of vehicles. Recent legislation has
established new classifications for vehicles and devices. This reflects an expansion in the variety
ofvehicles available to consumers.

This information brief summarizes low-power vehicle laws in Minnesota. Low-power vehicles
include golf carts, mini-trucks, motor scooters, motorized foot scooters, motorized bicycles (or
mopeds), and neighborhood electric vehicles. Although all of the vehicles are motorized, they
vary greatly in form, size, features, and intended use. They can resemble small motorcycles or
passenger automobiles, but have unique characteristics that set them apart from other motor
vehicles.
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The tables below outline the basic requirements for each type of low-power vehicle. Subsequent
sections provide more detail on vehicle descriptions and regulations.

Golf Cart & Motor Scooter &
Certain ATVs Mini-truck Motorcycle Motorized Bicycle

Key ATV: 800 cc 600 cc or 7,500- Motor scooter: not 50 cc and 2 hp
characteristics engine, four watt engine, 900 to defined engine, top speed

flotation tires, 2,200 pounds dry Motorcycle: seat or of30 m.p.h.
max. weight of600 weight, does not saddle, up to three
pounds meet federal safety wheels
Golf cart: not standards
defined

Registration Local permit; Local permit; Title, registration, Registration and
possible DNR possible DNR and license plate license plate
registration for registration as
ATVs ATV

Licensing None Driver's license or Driver's license Driver's license or
permit with two-wheeled permit

vehicle
endorsement

Insurance Liability and Liability and Liability coverage Liability coverage
personal injury personal injury (same as passenger (same as passenger
coverage (same as coverage (same as autos) autos)
passenger autos) passenger autos)

Operation Generally same Generally same Generally same Generally same
rules traffic laws as traffic laws as traffic laws as traffic laws as

other motor other motor motorcycles and motorcycles and
vehicles; no vehicles other motor other motor
operation at night vehicles vehicles

Safety Rearview mirror; Headlights; Helmet if under Helmet if under
equipment slow-moving taillights; tum 18; eye protection 18; eye protection

vehicle emblem signals; mirrors; for all operators; for all operators;
windshield; seat headlight must be headlight must be
belt; parking brake on at all times on at all times;

taillight required
for night
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Electric-Assisted Motorized Foot Certain Electric
Bicycle Scooter Vehicles Segway

Key Saddle, pedals, two Handlebars, motor, NEV: electric Electric motor, two
Characteristics to three wheels, max. 12-inch motor, four wheels, nontandem wheels,

max. 1,000-watt wheels, top speed of top speed of 20-25 designed for one
electric motor, top 15 m.p.h. m.p.h. person, top speed
speed of20 m.p.h. MSEV: electric of 15 m.p.h.

motor, misc. items,
top speed of35
m.p.h.

Registration Registration and None Title, registration, None
license plate and license plate

Licensing Driver's license or None; minimum Driver's license or None
permit operator age is 12 permit

Insurance None None Liability and None
personal injury
coverage (same as
passenger autos)

Operation rules Generally same Generally same Generally same Generally same
traffic laws as traffic laws as traffic laws as other traffic laws as
motorcycles and bicycles; no motor vehicles; no pedestrians; can be
motor vehicles; can operation on operation on roads operated on bike
be operated on sidewalks; can be with speed limit paths
certain bike paths operated on certain above 35

bike paths and trails

Safety Helmet; headlight Helmet if under 18; Must meet federal Reflectors required
equipment must be on at all headlight and equipment

times; taillight reflector required for requirements
required for night night

Notes
"NEV" refers to a neighborhood electric vehicle.
"MSEV" refers to a medium-speed electric vehicle.

Vehicle Descriptions and Regulations
Motorized vehicles are not usually subject to state regulation while they are being operated on
private land, including private driveways. However, once they venture onto streets, roads, and
even alleys they are subject to state, and in some places local, regulations. With the introduction
of mini-trucks, motorized foot scooters, and neighborhood electric vehicles, recent changes in
Minnesota law have expanded the assortment of vehicles that can be operated on public
roadways. This section describes the basic classifications of different low-power vehicles under
Minnesota law, outlines their legal definitions and general characteristics, and provides an
overview of regulatory provisions for each.
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Golf Carts and All-Terrain Vehicles
Classifications1

Golf carts are not specifically defined in statute. They were
originally manufactured for use on golf courses, but their variety
and uses have increased. The vehicle usually seats two to four
people and can be powered by an electric or gasoline engine
ranging from under 4 to over 20 horsepower. Vehicle weight can
go from 500 to over 2,000 pounds. Top speed is typically less
than 20 miles per hour. Some models can go up to 25 miles per
hour and may be considered a neighborhood electric vehicle or
medium-speed electric vehicle under Minnesota law.

For purposes of limited use by permit on public roads, four-wheel
all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) are defined in statute as a motorized
flotation-tired vehicle with four tires and an engine displacement
of no more than 800 cc, weighing less than 600 pounds. Minn.
Stat. § 169.045, subd. 1. Note that while ATVs are not registered
for on-road use, they generally must be registered with the
Department ofNatural Resources (which is not discussed in this
publication).

Updated: August 2009
PageS

Regulations
Both motorized golf carts and ATVs are not titled or registered with the Department ofPublic
Safety, and ordinarily they cannot be operated on public roads. However, Minnesota law does
allow local units of government, such as counties and cities, to authorize both motorized golf
carts and certain four-wheel ATVs to use streets and highways under their jurisdiction. Minn.
Stat. § 169.045.

Registration Operation of golf carts and certain four-wheel ATVs can be allowed via a
special permit issued by counties, cities, or towns. Minn. Stat. § 169.045,
subd. 1. The Minnesota Department of Transportation cannot issue the
permit for use on trunk highways. If a local unit of government so chooses,
it can issue the permit to operate a motorized golf cart or four-wheeled
ATV on roadways under its jurisdiction. However, a permit does not allow
use on roads that are not under the authority of the issuing unit of
government. A city-issued permit, for instance, would not authorize
operation on county roads.

The permit can limit use to certain roads and must be renewed annually. It
can be revoked at any time based on evidence of inability to safely operate
the vehicle. The governing body must establish an ordinance that provides
for permit application and confirmation that insurance requirements are
met. The ordinance can establish additional conditions as well as require

1 Image sources: www.floridaslargestgolfshow.com/register.htm; http://www.gekgo.com/cpi-gas-atvs.html
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certification by a physician of ability to safely operate the vehicle.

Licensing A driver's license or instruction permit is not required. Minn. Stat. §
169.045, subd. 7.

Insurance Insurance requirements match that of other passenger automobiles,
including liability coverage (which covers certain claims from another
driver) and personal injury protection under the Minnesota No-Pault
Automobile Insurance Act (which establishes minimum coverage levels for
medical, lost wages, and related expenses).2 If insurance cannot be
obtained on the private market, it can be purchased from the Minnesota
Automobile Insurance Plan with a rate determined by the Department of
Commerce.

Operation Drivers of golf carts and ATVs are subject to the same traffic laws as
operators ofother motor vehicles. The vehicle can only be operated between
sunrise and sunset, and cannot be used in bad weather or ifthere is not
enough light to see people and other vehicles from 500 feet away. The
vehicle can only be operated on designated roadways, although they may
cross other roads and highways.

Safety equipment Standard equipment requirements for motor vehicles do apply to vehicles
operating under the permit, except that a rearview mirror is needed. It must
provide a view to the rear for at least 200 feet. Golf carts must also display
a triangular slow-moving vehicle emblem.

Mini-trucks
Classification3

Mini-trucks often resemble pickup trucks, but are notably smaller
in size and capacity. They are 'produced by a number ofAsian
manufacturers such as Daihatsu, Honda, Mitsubishi, Subaru, and
Suzuki. They have generally been imported for off-road uses. In
some cases, importers install a governor limiting the top speed to
25 miles per hour. The vehicle taxation structure in Japan, which
creates incentives for owning newer vehicles that meet higher
emissions standards, appears to have helped spawn exports to the
United States.

The trucks typically weigh between 1,400 and 1,800 pounds and have 12-inch wheels. Although
they come in different forms, the standard is an open flat bed behind a small enclosed cab for the
driver and one passenger. Most engines range from 550 cc to 660 cc and have 3 or 4 cylinders.
Other features can include air conditioning and all-wheel drive. Uses of mini-trucks include

2 The minimum liability coverage is $30,000 per person for injuries, $60,000 per occurrence for injuries, and
$10,000 for property damage. The minimum personal injury protection coverage is $40,000 per person per accident
($20,000 for hospital and medical expenses, and $20,000 for other expenses such as lost wages).

3 Image source: http://www.made-in-china.com
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recreational off-road activity, work on farms and ranches, at construction sites, in industrial
parks, and for grounds maintenance. The vehicles typically do not meet federally mandated
equipment standards for motor vehicles (such as for vehicle lighting and occupant safety) and
may not meet certain emissions requirements for on-road vehicles.

Mini-trucks were formally classified in statute under a 2009 law that authorized their operation
under some circumstances. They are defined as a motor vehicle that:

• has four wheels;
• uses an electric motor rated at 7,500 watts or less, or uses an engine with a maximum

displacement of 660 cc;
• weighs between 900 and 2,200 pounds;
• has an enclosed cabin;
• resembles a pickup truck or van and has a cargo area; and
• was not originally manufactured to meet federal safety standards for "low-speed

vehicles." Minn. Stat. § 169.011, subd. 40a.

Regulations
Mini-trucks cannot be registered with the Department of Public Safety to drive on public roads in
Minnesota. However, under a 2009 law the vehicles can be operated on authorized streets and
highways via a special permit issued by local units of government, such as counties or cities.
Laws 2009, ch. 158, § 10. The permit and regulations are mostly the same as allowed for golf
carts and some ATVs (discussed in a previous section). Minn. Stat. § 169.045. The authority for
mini-truck operation expires July 31, 2012.

Registration

Licensing

Insurance

Operation ofmini-trucks can be allowed via a special permit issued by
counties, cities, or towns. Minn. Stat. § 169.045, subd. 1. The Minnesota
Department of Transportation cannot issue the permit for use on trunk
highways. If a local unit of government so chooses, it can issue a permit to
operate the vehicle on roadways under its jurisdiction. However, a permit
does not allow use on roads that are not under the authority of the issuing
unit of government. A city-issued permit, for instance, would not authorize
operation on county roads.

The permit can limit use to certain roads and must be renewed annually. It
can be revoked at any time based on evidence of inability to safely operate
the vehicle. The governing body must establish an ordinance that provides
for permit application and confirmation that insurance requirements are
met. The ordinance can establish additional conditions as well as require
certification by a physician of ability to safely operate the vehicle.

Unlike golf carts and ATVs under the local permit, a driver's license or
instruction permit is required. Minn. Stat. § 169.045, subd. 7.

Insurance requirements match that of other passenger automobiles,
including liability coverage (which covers certain claims from another
driver) and personal injury protection under the Minnesota No-Fault
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Automobile Insurance Act (which establishes minimum coverage levels for
medical, lost wages, and related expenses).4 If insurance cannot be
obtained on the private market, it can be purchased from the Minnesota
Automobile Insurance Plan with a rate determined by the Department of
Commerce.

Operation Drivers are subject to the same traffic laws as operators of other motor
vehicles. Mini-trucks are not restricted from operation at night or in
inclement weather. The vehicles can only be driven on designated roadways,
although they may cross other roads and highways.

Safety equipment Some equipment requirements apply, including headlights and taillights;
turn-signal lamps; some rearview mirrors; a windshield; front driver and
passenger seat belts; and a parking brake.

Motor Scooters and Motorcycles

ClassificationS

Motor scooters, as they are commonly known, generally differ
from motorcycles in a couple of ways. The engine is most often
located underneath where the operator sits, and the standard
design is step-through with a low platform for the operator's feet.
They are generally lighter (200 pounds), smaller (145 cc engine),
and slower (top speed under 60 miles per hour) than the average
motorcycle. Vespa and Honda are among the best-selling
manufacturers.

Motor scooters are not actually defined in Minnesota law
separately from motorcycles and are therefore classified as a type
of motorcycle. "Motorcycles" are defined as motor vehicles that
have no more than three wheels and a seat or saddle for the driver.
The classification excludes motorized bicycles, electric-assisted
bicycles, and tractors. Minn. Stat. § 169.011, subd. 44.

Regulations
Motor scooters are treated under Minnesota law in the same manner as motorcycles, and the
following summary is the same for motor scooters and motorcycles. Minn. Stat. §§ 169.011,
subd. 44; 169.974.

4 The minimum liability coverage is $30,000 per person for injuries, $60,000 per occurrence for injuries, and
$10,000 for property damage. The minimum personal injury protection coverage is $40,000 per person per accident
($20,000 for hospital and medical expenses, and $20,000 for other expenses such as lost wages).

S Image source: http://www.vespausa.com
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Registration

Licensing

Insurance

Operation

Safety equipment

The vehicle must be registered and carries a registration tax of$IO. Minn.
Stat. § 168.013, subd. lb. The license plate must be displayed on the rear
ofthe vehicle. A certificate of title also needs to be obtained.

A valid driver's license with a two-wheeled vehicle endorsement is
required. A two-wheeled vehicle instruction permit is available to a person
who is over 16 years old, has a driver's license, is enrolled in a two­
wheeled driver's safety course, and passes a written exam.

Liability insurance (which covers certain claims from another driver) is
required and is the same as for passenger automobiles.6 Minn. Stat. §§
65B.43, subd. 13; 65B.48, subd. 5. Motor scooters and motorcycles are
exempt from the requirements of personal injury protection under the
Minnesota No-Fault Automobile Insurance Act (which establishes
minimum coverage levels for medical, lost wages, and related expenses).

Operation is allowed on streets but not sidewalks. Motor scooter and
motorcycle operators are subject to the same traffic laws as operators of
other motor vehicles (except those that by their nature would not be
relevant). Instruction permit holders face additional limits on vehicle
operation, including prohibitions on carrying passengers and driving at
night. Additional passengers are allowed under some circumstances.

The vehicle must have at least one rearview mirror, a brake light, a horn, and
a headlight that is lighted at all times. A helmet is required for operators and
passengers under the age of 18, and eye protection is required for all
operators.

Motorized Bicycles (Mopeds) and Electric-Assisted Bicycles
Classifications7

Bicycles with attached motors are available in a number of styles that generally resemble a
bicycle, although they weigh more (from 55 to over 250 pounds), have additional features such
as built-in headlights and tum signals, and may not necessarily have pedals for manual use.
Many are commonly referred to as "mopeds," although that term can describe other vehicles as
well.

6 The minimum liability coverage is $30,000 per person for injuries, $60,000 per occurrence for injuries, and
$10,000 for property damage. Note that the insurance requirements do not appear to apply to all motorcycles: under
the definition of "motorcycle" in the chapter on automobile insurance, the vehicle's engine must be "rated at greater
than five horsepower." Minn. Stat. § 65B.43, subd. 13.

7 Image sources: http://www,egovehicles,com; http://www.electric-bikes,com!others.htm
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Motorized bicycles. A motorized bicycle resembles a bicycle
with motorized capability. State law defines it as a bicycle
propelled by an electric or liquid fuel motor that has an engine
displacement of up to 50 cc and up to 2 brake horsepower, and is
capable of a top speed of 30 miles per hour on a flat surface.
Although it is classified as a bicycle in law, pedals are not
specifically required. Minn. Stat. § 169.011, subd. 45.

Electric-assisted bicycles. Electric-assisted bicycles are a subset
ofmotorized bicycles. To be classified as an electric-assisted
bicycle in Minnesota, it must have a saddle and operable pedals,
two or three wheels, and an electric motor of up to 1,000 watts, as
well as meet certain federal motor vehicle safety standards. The
motor must disengage during braking and have a maximum speed
of20 miles per hour (whether assisted by human power or not).
Minn. Stat. § 169.011, subd. 27.

Updated: August 2009
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Regulations
Motorized bicycles and electric-assisted bicycles are regulated in a manner similar to motor
scooters. Most of the laws for motorcycles and motor scooters also apply to motorized bicycles,
with a few exceptions. A few regulations are different for electric-assisted bicycles. Minn. Stat.
§ 169.223.

Registration

Licensing

Insurance

Operation

The bicycle must be registered, with an annual tax of $6. Minn. Stat. §
168.013, subd. Ih. The license plate must be displayed on the rear of the
vehicle. A title is not required.

An operator must have a driver's license (a two-wheeled vehicle
endorsement is not required), motorized bicycle operator's permit, or
motorized bicycle instruction permit. Minors at least 15 years old can
obtain an operator's or instruction permit. Minn. Stat. § 171.02.

For a motorized bicycle, liability insurance (which covers certain claims
from another driver) is required and is the same as for passenger
automobiles.s However, liability coverage is not required for an electric­
assisted bicycle. Minn. Stat. §§ 65B.43, subd. 13; 65B.48, subd. 5. Both
types of bicycles are exempt from the requirements ofpersonal injury
protection under the Minnesota No-Fault Automobile Insurance Act
(which establishes minimum coverage levels for medical, lost wages, and
related expenses).

The bicycle may not be operated on a sidewalk, except to cross it. An
electric-assisted bicycle, but not other motorized bicycles, can be operated

S The minimum liability coverage is $30,000 per person for injuries, $60,000 per occurrence for injuries, and
$10,000 for property damage.
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Safety equipment

on a bicycle path or lane unless (1) it is reserved for nonmotorized use, or
(2) operation is restricted by local government.

Operators must ride as close as is practical to the right-hand side ofthe
road, and must follow the same traffic laws as operators ofmotor scooters,
motorcycles, and other motor vehicles (except those that by their nature
would not be relevant).

The bicycle must have at least one rearview mirror, a hom, and a headlight
that is on at all times. A taillight is additionally required for operation at
night.

A bicycle helmet is mandatory for operators under the age of 18 or if
operating an electric-assisted bicycle. Eye protection is required except for
operators ofelectric-assisted bicycles.

Motorized Foot Scooters
Classification9

In the past few years, motorized foot scooters have become
increasingly popular among youth. They are also called
"motorized scooters" and "go-peds." The devices are usually
lightweight platforms with two small wheels, having adesign
similar to a skateboard but with a motor as well as steering and
acceleration control via handlebars mounted on the front. Braking
is from a hand brake on the handlebar or by using a foot-operated
rear-wheel brake. Some have a seat or saddle that sometimes is
removable, which is typically found on more powerful and
expensive models. Many motorized foot scooters weigh around 20
to 65 pounds, although heavier designs are available.

Types include both gas and electric motors. Electric models
generally have a top speed below 15 miles per hour and a range of
up to 20 miles. Models with gas engines commonly range from 25
to 50 cc (1.5 to 2.5 horsepower), and can have a top speed of over
30 miles per hour.

Under a Minnesota law passed in 2005 and modified in 2008, a
motorized foot scooter is defined as a device that:

• has handlebars;
• can be stood or sat on by the operator (a seat or saddle is not required);
• is powered by an internal combustion engine or an electric motor;
• has wheels no more than 12 inches in diameter; and

9 Image sources: http://www.electrikmotion.com/GTscootersmain.htmj
http://www.lifesaversconference.org/webfiles2006/porter.ppt
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• has an engine capable of a maximum speed of not more than 15 miles per hour on a
flat surface. Minn. Stat. § 169.011, subd. 46.

Pocket bikes. Pocket bikes (also referred to as mini-bikes, mini­
motorcycles, and mini-choppers) have become popular in recent
years and are marketed as toys. They come in a variety of styles,
but often resemble a miniature-sized motorcycle, with a saddle
that is most commonly located about two feet off the ground. The
vehicles are typically powered by a 49-cc gas engine (although
electric models are available). They have wheel sizes around 10
inches, weights ranging from just over 30 pounds to about 100
pounds, and top speeds ranging from 30 to over 50 miles per
hour.

Starting August 1, 2008, a legislative change increased the
maximum wheel size of motorized foot scooters from 10 to 12
inches, which effectively eliminated pocket bikes from the
motorized foot scooter classification. Before the changes,
motorized foot scooters had been defined based on having a small
wheel size or a modest top speed, which meant that the category
included many pocket bikes.

Since most pocket bikes are no longer treated as a type ofmotorized foot scooter, it is likely that
they can no longer be legally operated on public roads. Some pocket bikes may fit within the
motorized bicycle classification while others will be treated as motorcycles, but will not be able
to be registered (see the section Identifying the Type of Vehicle on page 16 for more
information).

Regulations
Minnesota law treats motorized foot scooters like bicycles, meaning that operators have the same
rights as bicyclists and must generally follow the same laws. Minn. Stat. § 169.225.

Registration

Licensing

Insurance

Operation

A motorized foot scooter does not need to be registered, and a certificate of
title is not necessary.

A driver's license or permit is not required for operation. The minimum
operator age is 12 years old.

The device does not need to be insured.

A motorized foot scooter may not be operated on a sidewalk, except to
cross it. The device can be operated on a bicycle path, bicycle trail, bicycle
lane, or bikeway unless (l) the pathway is reserved for nonmotorized use,
or (2) operation is restricted by local government.

Operators must ride as close as is practical to the right-hand side of the
road, and must follow the same traffic laws as bicyclists. This includes a
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requirement that when making a left tum, the rider must dismount and
cross the roadway on foot (the person is then subject to any restrictions
applicable to a pedestrian).

No passengers besides the operator can be carried.

Safety equipment Any person under age 18 must wear a helmet.

The device can be operated when it is dark out, but under current
Department of Public Safety regulations it must meet the same lighting
requirements that apply to a bicycle: a headlight that is visible at least 500
feet ahead and a red reflector that can be seen from 600 feet behind when in
the path of a motor vehicle's headlight.

Neighborhood Electric Vehicles and Medium-Speed Electric Vehicles
ClassificationslO

Neighborhood electric vehicles and medium-speed electric vehicles are similar to golf carts, but
have more power, can carry more passengers or cargo, and are designed for potential operation
on public roads.

Neighborhood electric vehicle. A Minnesota law passed in 2006
defines a neighborhood electric vehicle (NEV) as a four-wheeled,
electrically powered motor vehicle that has a maximum speed of
between 20 and 25 miles per hour on a flat surface. Minn. Stat. §
169.011, subd. 47.

Medium-speed electric vehicle. A 2008 law created a related
classification: the medium-speed electric vehicle (MSEV). An

. MSEV is defined similarly to an NEV. It too is four-wheeled,
electrically powered motor vehicle, but it can have a top speed of
up to 35 miles per hour on a flat surface. It also must be fully
enclosed, have at least one door for entry, be equipped with a roll
cage or crush-proof design, have a minimum wheelbase of40
inches, have wheels with a diameter of at least 10 inches, and
other than speed capability, it must meet the federal safety
standard for low-speed vehicles. Minn. Stat. § 169.011, subd. 39.

The electric vehicles are rechargeable through the electrical grid and have a range of between 30
to 75 miles before needing to recharge. Models come in styles ranging from two-seaters to
small-scale trucks, normally weighing 1,000 to around 1,500 pounds. They have primarily been
produced for niche uses such as military bases and retirement communities, but their use is

10 Image sources: http://www.gemcar.com; http://electriccarsofamerica.com/ev-car-news/l-latest-news/2-30­
electric-cars
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widening. Demand also grew out of combined use on golf courses and adjacent streets. The
largest U.S. market is in California.

Federal Low-Speed Vehicle Classification
Both NEVsand MSEVs must meet a federal safety standard for "low-speed vehicles" in order to
be legally operated on public roads in Minnesota. I I However, the NEV and MSEV definitions
under state law do not completely match the federal classification. There are a couple of
differences, but a key one regards the top speed capability of MSEVs, which under state law is
allowed to be higher than the 25 miles per hour maximum allowed under the federal low-speed
vehicle standard. This may raise issues with federal preemption as well as the ability ofvehicle
manufacturers to legally produce MSEVs.

Regulations
Under Minnesota law NEVs and MSEVs are treated similarly to passenger motor vehicles, but
their use is restricted to slower streets. See Minn. Stat. § 169.224. Because of registration,
titling, and vehicle equipment requirements, most golf carts would not be considered an NEV or
an MSEV that could be operated on public roads (except under the permit discussed earlier).
Similarly, because of safety standards that must be met by manufacturers, mini-trucks could not
be classified as an NEV or MSEV.

Registration

Licensing

Insurance

Both NEVs and MSEVs are considered passenger automobiles and must be
registered. They are subject to the same registration tax (based on vehicle
value, depreciated over time) as cars, pickup trucks, and vans. License
plates must be displayed on the vehicles.

A certificate of title also must be obtained, which requires a vehicle
identification number and a manufacturer's certificate of origin. 12

Homemade electric vehicles and retrofitted golf carts do not qualify for
titling. Minn. Stat. § 168A.05, subd. 9.

A valid driver's license or instruction permit is required, and no special
endorsement is necessary.

Insurance requirements match that of other passenger automobiles,
including liability coverage (which covers certain claims from another
driver) and personal injury protection under the Minnesota No-Fault

II Federal law establishes a number of safety standards that regulate manufactured motor vehicles. The U.S.
Department ofTransportation, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) establishes and oversees
the safety standards through federal regulations. 49 U.S.C. § 30111; 49 C.P.R. § 571. The regulations cover
technical and engineering specifications for motor vehicle safety equipment, ranging from windshield wipers and
brake hoses to crash resistance and material flammability. Each specification is referred to as a "federal motor
vehicle safety standard."

12 The certificate of origin is created by the vehicle manufacturer and sent to a dealer along with the vehicle
itself. The dealer then provides the certificate to the Department ofPublic Safety when the vehicle is sold.
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Automobile Insurance Act (which establishes minimum coverage levels for
medical, lost wages, and related expenses).!3

Operation Drivers of an NEV or MSEV are subject to the same traffic laws as
operators of other motor vehicles. Neither type ofvehicle can be operated on
a street or highway with a speed limit above 35 miles per hour, except to
directly cross it. A local government can restrict use of the vehicle on its
roads.

Safety equipment The vehicle may only be operated on public streets and highways if it meets
federal equipment standards established for low-speed vehicles. This
includes: a windshield, headlamps, tail-lamps, brake lights, front and rear
turn signals, reflectors at the rear, rearview mirrors, a parking break, a seat
belt, and a vehicle identification number. 49 CFR § 571.500.

An NEV or an MSEV must have a slow-moving vehicle emblem. Minn.
Stat. § 169.522, subd. 1.

Segways

Classification14

Segways were first introduced in 2001. They are referred to in
law as "electric personal assistive mobility devices." They have
two wheels that are parallel rather than tandem and handlebars
that a standing operator uses for steering. They are designed to be
self-balancing, which contrasts with the other two-wheeled low­
speed vehicles that require balancing by the vehicle operator. The
latest Segways have a top speed of 12.5 miles per hour and a
range of about 24 miles. To be considered an electric personal
assistive mobility device under Minnesota law, a device must
have two nontandem wheels, be able to transport only one person,
use an electric motor, and have a maximum speed of 15 miles per
hour on a flat surface. Minn. Stat. § 169.011, subd. 26.

Regulations
Operators ofa Segway (or other electric personal assistive mobility device) have the same rights
and responsibilities as pedestrians, with some additional requirements. Minn. Stat. § 169.212.

Registration

Licensing

They do not need to be registered, and a certificate oftitle is not necessary.

A driver's license or permit is not required for operation.

13 The minimum liability coverage is $30,000 per person for injuries, $60,000 per occurrence for injuries, and
$10,000 for property damage. The minimum personal injury protection coverage is $40,000 per person per accident
($20,000 for hospital and medical expenses, and $20,000 for other expenses such as lost wages).

14 Image source: http://www.segway.com
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Insurance

Operation

The device does not need to be insured.

The device may be operated on a bicycle path. Operators must use due
care and go at speeds that are "reasonable and prudent under the
conditions." Minn. Stat. § 169.212.

Segways can only be operated on a road if directly crossing the roadway,
the sidewalk is obstructed or unavailable, under direction of a traffic
control device, or temporarily to reach a motor vehicle.

No passengers may be carried.

Safety equipment The device must have reflectors on its front, back, and wheels, which can
be seen from 600 feet when in the path ofa motor vehicle's headlight.

Wheelchairs
Wheelchairs are in a separate category from most vehicles. The statutory classification includes
scooters and tricycles "used by a disabled person as a substitute for walking." Minn. Stat. §
169.011, subd. 93.

Under Minnesota law, persons in wheelchairs are considered pedestrians rather than vehicle
operators and have the same rights and responsibilities as pedestrians. This is true whether the
wheelchair is powered or not. Wheelchairs are required to remain on sidewalks and stay off
streets except to cross them, or in situations where a passable or useable sidewalk is not
available.

Identifying the Type of Vehicle

A wide variety of low-power vehicles and devices have come onto the market in recent years.
Determining whether a specific model is classified as a motor scooter, motorized bicycle,
motorized foot scooter, or motorcycle can be challenging. The characteristics of a particular
vehicle, such as engine size, top speed, and safety equipment, determine how it is treated under
Minnesota law. Although other features are relevant, engine size can be an important factor in
classifying scooters, mopeds, and motorcycles.

A key question is whether the vehicle fits one of the definitions of those vehicles identified under
Minnesota law. With a vehicle that does not clearly fit any low-power vehicle definition, if it
has two or three wheels as well as a seat or saddle, it is likely to be classified as a motorcycle.
Vehicle title and registration would therefore be required. However, smaller devices such as
pocket bikes that might fall into the motorcycle classification often lack safety equipment
required under federal regulations, preventing a vehicle identification number (VIN) from being
assigned. Since a VIN is needed in order to issue a title, the vehicle would not be able to be
titled and registered, which is necessary for legal operation ofmotorcycles on public roads. See
Minn. Stat. §§ 168.013, subd. 1; 168A.04, subd. 1; 168A.085.
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The default categorization for a vehicle or device that does not conform to any other low-power
vehicle definition is likely a motor vehicle. As such, it would need to be registered and have
license plates, the operator must have a driver's license, full insurance coverage is required, and
the vehicle must have safety equipment that includes lights, tum signals, and brakes at both the
front and rear.

Legislation in Other States

Electric vehicles. Almost all states now have regulations governing NEVs. The definition of an
NEV generally matches Minnesota's, which is based on a federal safety standard. States
commonly allow operation only on roads with a speed limit of 35 miles per hour or less. A
handful of states allow further regulations by local units of government. Nationally, the MSEV
classification is quite recent. At least five states have enacted legislation establishing the new
class (Minnesota, Montana, Oklahoma, Tennessee, and Washington), and the vehicle is defined
similarly as in Minnesota. As with NEVs, MSEV operation is restricted to relatively slower
roads, with a top speed limit between 35 and 45 miles per hour.

Motorized foot scooters. Many states have addressed the status ofmotorized foot scooters, and
there is variation among those states that have specific laws. Some, including Delaware and
New Jersey, prohibit operation on public roads, trails, and sidewalks. Others have different
provisions for:

• minimum operator age (ranging from no minimum in Washington to age 16 in
California, Florida, and Oregon);

• helmet requirements (generally required);
• driver's license (required in a couple of states including Florida and Maine); and
• maximum speed limit of streets on which they can be operated (25 miles per hour in a

few states, such as California and Oregon).

Legislative activity on pocket bikes has primarily consisted of prohibiting their operation on
public streets and roads, sidewalks, trails, and other public lands. Concerns about the vehicles
include engine noise, lack of safety equipment such as horns and mirrors, stability at higher
speeds, and reduced visibility of both the vehicle (due to its small size) and the operator (due to
positioning quite low to the ground). A couple of states have also recently enacted labeling and
disclosure laws. California, New Hampshire, and Connecticut require that manufacturers or
retailers affix a label stating that pocket bikes cannot be legally operated on public roads. New
Hampshire additionally requires disclosure by the retailer that the vehicle might not be covered
under an operator's insurance policy.

Mini-trucks. Nationally, mini-trucks have been another area of recent legislative activity, with a
number of laws having gone into effect within the past two years. According to the Insurance
Institute for Highway Safety, 12 states, including Arkansas, Illinois, Kansas, Missouri, North
Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, and Wyoming, allow their use on some public roads. The vehicles
are generally restricted from operating on certain roads, such as prohibited use on interstates or
multilane highways. Often, local units of government such as counties and cities can further
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restrict vehicles from roads under their jurisdiction. Top speed capability restrictions vary from
25 miles per hour to no limit. Some states require that the truck meets federal safety standards
for "low-speed vehicles." This is the same standard that Minnesota requires for operation of
NEVs and MSEVs.

Other types of vehicles. There are relatively longstanding laws addressing motorcycles and
motor scooters in most states. The majority of states allow Segways to be used on public
sidewalks and bike paths. A handful have not enacted legislation governing their use, and they
are not allowed in a couple of states.

For more information about vehicles and traffic regulation, visit the transportation area ofour
web site, www.house.mn/hrd/hrd.htm.




