
MINUTES 
SPECIAL PARK & TREE BOARD 

 
FEBRUARY 7, 2103 
   
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson, Matt Dickhausen at 12:00 p.m.  Members 
present were Kay McDaniel, John Wimmer, and Neil Herzberg.  Len Gilmore, Nancy Ellis, 
Christly Schlangen, Lee Schleper, and Renee Eckerly were absent. Ron Mergen and Jon 
Mead were also present.   

 
Motion was made by Wimmer to approve the minutes from the October 4, 2012 
Park & Tree Board meeting. Seconded by Herzberg and unanimously carried. 

 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 

Motion was made by Wimmer to elect Dickhausen as Chair, Herzberg as Vice 
Chair, and Mergen as Secretary.  Seconded by Herzberg and unanimously 
carried.  

 
MEETING SCHEDULE 
 

Motion was made by Wimmer to set the Park & Tree Board meetings quarterly on 
the 1st Thursday of February, April, July, and October at 12:00 p.m. (noon).  
Seconded by Herzberg and unanimously carried.  

 
PARKS 
 
AMPE Park 
Mead from the Chain of Lakes Soccer Organization presented a layout of Ampe Park with the 
following amenities: 

• Three soccer fields 
• Expanded parking area 
• Shelter with restroom facilities and kitchen area 
• Playground area 
• Volleyball court 
• Diamonds on the edge so the field could be utilized for softball as well 
• Tree lines for shade 

 
Mead explained the program and that the Chain of Lakes is a combination of four local 
communities and they have approximately 80 participates each season. The reason for the 
proposal for three fields is so tournaments can be hosted, which would bring in 8 teams for an 
all day event. The proposal also suggested doing the project in phases: 

• Phase 1 seeding the fields with irrigation 
• Phase 2 parking area with tree planting 
• Phase 3 construction of a shelter and volleyball court  

 
Members had a lengthy discussion and made the following suggestions: 
1. The shelter should be included in phase one in order to have restroom facilities. 



2. Rearrange the fields to better utilize the park and the grade of the land so less dirt 
would need to be moved. 

3. Purchase part of the property between South St. and the park; this would protect the 
park area from future issues and for an additional parking area.  

4. Add a walking trail around the perimeter of the park. 
5. Add a basketball court. 
 
Timing of the project – the Soccer Club would like to seed the fields this spring.  The plan will  
be updated and brought back to the next meeting. 
 
Community Park – It was reported that the playground equipment/tire swing is being pursued 
by an Eagle Scout who needs to have it completed in June. He is currently in the design and 
fundraising stage.   
 
The BMX track was also discussed noting the track should be maintained and the side dressed 
with mulch. 

 
Gazebo Park – A splash pad was discussed again and more information will be available at 
the next meeting. 

 
Veterans Park – The parking lot is proposed to be included on the 2014 Street Project. Costs 
for the project will be reviewed at the next meeting. 
 
There was a request by Dickhausen to reserve the Veterans Park Shelter on Thursdays from 
4-9 p.m., June 20th to July 18th.  After a short discussion,  
 

Motion was made by Herzberg to approve the shelter usage request for the 
Concert In The Park Series and recommend such to the City Council.  Seconded 
by Wimmer and unanimously carried.  

 
Lifeguards were discussed and five new lifeguards will need to be hired. This service will be a 
joint venture with Paynesville Township and the Koronis Lake Association’s support and 
financial participation again.  

 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:35 p.m. 
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