
MINUTES 
SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

 
FEBRUARY 21, 2012 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Jean Soine called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Council members 
present were Dennis Zimmerman, and Gene Beavers. Jeff Thompson and Jeff Bertram 
were absent. Others present were Renee Eckerly, City Administrator; Ron Mergen, Public 
Works Director; Jennifer Welling, Administrative Assistant; Stephanie Hormann, Cable 
Coordinator; Paul Saffert, Bolton & Menk, Inc.; Bill Spooner, City Attorney; Ellarry Prentice, 
Press; Kent Kortlever, Chief of Police; James Gulbranson, Police Officer; Reed Ringstad, 
Jane Ringstad, Tom Peck, and Kim Gulbranson. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 
Zimmerman led the Council in prayer.  Council members gave verbal activity reports.  
 
Kent Kortlever gave a Police Department report including: 

• Attended 5 first responder refresher trainings 
• Attended numerous meetings 
• Mock disaster drill 

 
Kortlever presented a Life Saving Award to Officer James Gulbranson for performing life 
saving techniques on Jane Ringstad. Reed Ringstad thanked Officer Gulbranson for what 
he did the day of the incident, visiting her in the St. Cloud hospital and when she returned 
home.  
  
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Motion to approve the minutes from the following meetings: January 3, 2012 Planning 
Commission and January 11, 2012 Public Works Committee. 
 
Motion to approve the following vouchers:    
2/9/12  #83667-83668   $   3,199.41 
  #83669-83675   $   4,725.27 
  #83676    $   1,338.67 
  #83677-83681   $   1,354.43 
  +ACH     $   6,246.20 
2/10/12 #83682-83685   $   1,065.49 
2/15/12 #83686-83745   $ 93,734.66 
Total       $111,664.13 
Payroll: 
2/9/12  #83663-83666   $   3,366.15 
  Direct Deposit   $ 10,631.14 
  Direct Deposit   $   3,712.33 
ACH:  None 
 
Motion to accept the resignation from Police Chief, Kent Kortlever with his last date of 
employment being March 3, 2012.  



Motion to approve the attendance of Renee Eckerly to the 3rd Annual Government Training 
Academy March 2, 2012 in Bloomington, MN. 
 

Motion was made by Zimmerman to approve the Consent Agenda.  Seconded  
by Beavers and unanimously carried.  

 
Soine announced that under New Business item E.  Police – Township Contract will be 
pulled from the agenda and item J.  Police Transition will be added to the agenda.  
 
VACATION OF UTILITY EASEMENTS – CREDIT UNION  
 
A petition was submitted by the Central Minnesota Credit Union to vacate some of the utility 
easements that lie in Lots 1 and 2, Block 1of Diekmann Business Park Plat.  Resolution 2012-
10 Setting Public Hearing On Vacation Commenced By Petition Of A Majority Of The Abutting 
Land Owners was presented for consideration.  
 

Motion was made by Zimmerman to approve Resolution 2012-10 Setting Public 
Hearing On Vacation Commenced By Petition Of A Majority Of The Abutting 
Land Owners.  Seconded by Beavers and unanimously carried.  

 
CRACK SEALING 
 
The breakdown of costs to jointly purchase material and rent equipment with the City of 
Melrose and Paynesville Township for crack sealing was presented.  The estimated cost for 
the City is $2,811.88. The Public Works Committee has reviewed this and recommends 
approval. 

 
Motion was made by Beavers to work jointly with the City of Melrose and  
Paynesville Township to purchase material and rent equipment for crack  
sealing with the City’s estimated cost of $2,811.88.  Seconded by Zimmerman 
and unanimously carried.  
 

GAMBLING – KORONIS DUCKS UNLIMITED - RAFFLE 
 
The Koronis Ducks Unlimited Minnesota Lawful Gambling LG220 Application For Exempt 
Permit to host a raffle on April 12 – 13, 2012 at the American Legion, Paynesville was 
presented.  
 

Motion was made by Beavers to approve Koronis Ducks Unlimited Minnesota 
Lawful Gambling LG220 Application For Exempt Permit to host a raffle on April 
12 – 13, 2012 at the American Legion, Paynesville. Seconded by  Zimmerman 
and unanimously carried.  

 
ORDINANCE NO. 139, 2ND – PLANNING COMMISSION  
 
Ordinance No. 139, 2nd Series – Planning Commission was presented.  This ordinance 
amendment defines the length of terms to 3 years. The Planning Commission has reviewed 
this and recommends approval.   



Motion was made by Zimmerman to approve Ordinance No. 139, 2nd Series – 
Planning Commission.  Seconded by Beavers and unanimously carried.  

 
POLICE – TOWNSHIP CONTRACT 
 
This item was pulled from the agenda.  
 
CAL DAVIDSON - GARAGE  
 
The Joint Planning Board has met at which time Don Pietsch reported that about 4 months 
ago the Township issued a permit for a garage. Then the Township was notified by Stearns 
County that per Section 5 of the Joint Orderly Annexation agreement the Joint Planning 
Board must issue a letter allowing the permit for the garage. All permits in the Joint Orderly 
Annexation must be approved by the Joint Orderly Annexation Board.  
 

Motion was made by Beavers to approve the Cal Davidson site permit as 
issued by Paynesville Township.  Seconded by Zimmerman and unanimously 
carried.  

 
The Board had also asked if the Joint Powers Agreement could be amended to not have to 
meet for these types of permits, but the Agreement is in place to review all permits in the 
Joint Orderly Annexation area or none of them.  
 
AIRPORT - LAND RENT BIDS 
 
The bids for Airport Land Rent were reviewed.  Mr. Mages was the high bidder in the amount 
of $120.00 per acre. This will be a $3,400.00 increase per year. The previous amount was 
$86.00 per acre.   
 

Motion was made by Zimmerman to accept the bid from Duane Mages in the 
amount of  $120.00 per acre for airport land rent. Seconded by Beavers and 
unanimously carried.  

 
POLICE – DRIVER’S EDUCATION CLASS  
 
Kent Kortlever has been asked by Don Pietsch to come back in March and conduct one last 
Driver’s Education Class Training Session.  He is asking to be able to borrow the Police 
Department’s laptop and projector for this event.  
 

Motion was made by Zimmerman to allow Kent Kortlever the use of the Police 
Department’s laptop and projector for the Paynesville Driver’s Education 
Training Session in March; should that day work out and to leave equipment 
here when finished.  Seconded by Beavers and unanimously carried.  

 
DNR RIGHT OF ENTRY AUTHORIZATION 
 
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources is requesting a Right of Entry at the boat 
launch at Veteran’s Park to inspect for invasive species on watercraft. 



Motion was made by Beavers to approve the Right of Entry Authorization For 
Watercraft Inspections and authorize the Mayor Pro-Tem and City 
Administrator to sign.  Seconded by Zimmerman and unanimously carried.  
 

POLICE TRANSITION 
 
This item was added to the agenda.  The following was discussed: 

• Timing 
• Contract, staffing and coverage 
• Managing the transition 
• Options 
• Steps in the process 
• Appointing a temporary Chief 
• Amount of time in hiring a new Chief 
• Increase in call load 
• Increase in Part-time officer hours 
• Administrative duties 
• Three officers to do all the work that four couldn’t keep up with 
• Consider contracting with the Sheriff’s Department as they have said they are 

available as back up support during the transition 
• Stearns County could manage the hours, reports, and do the statements and 

transcriptions 
• Resolution from the County  
• Union issues 
• What duties are mandated to have a “Chief” in place 
• What is the contract rate with the County; little or nothing for the short time, if it’s a 

long term commitment then a fee would be considered 
• How much would Stearns County be in town 
• Possible dates to meet for a Special City Council meeting 
• Increased workload 

 
Kortlever expressed that the Township Contract should continue. He further reported that  
he has showed Officer Schmitz a number of things that have to be completed. Kortlever  
suggested visiting with City of Waite Park as they went through this.  
 
Eckerly stated that the officers have expressed concern regarding the vacation cap and  
would like consideration on the cap during this transition. Eckerly further stated that the  
LMC does have a process for hiring a Chief and the MN Post Board is also willing to help  
the City with this.  
 
It was stated that it is difficult to make a decision tonight without a full Council. Their needs  
to be a broader discussion and Stearns County needs to be in attendance to answer the  
necessary questions.  
 
It was suggested that the best solution is to approve the resolution and go with the County  
as we don’t want to leave the City open for any implications.  
 
 Motion was made by Zimmerman to authorize the Resolution.   



It was stated that the County has made a reasonable offer, but it gives them unlimited 
power and what will it ultimately cost the City.  
 
 Zimmerman withdrew his motion.  
 
It was suggested to set a Special City Council meeting for February 29th or March 1st.  
 
MPCA – FORMER MIDTOWN SERVICE STATION CLEAN UP  
 
An email from Laurie Kania, MPCA was presented.  A MPCA meeting has been set up for 
10:00 a.m. on March 19, 2012 at City Hall.  MPCA is two weeks behind schedule on 
removing the buildings on Lake Avenue. 
 
HWY. 55 & COUNTY ROAD 181  
 
Mergen reported the following: 

• Working with MnDOT 
• Working on concepts 
• Action may be needed at future meetings 
• Number of accidents and one fatality has occurred at this intersection 

 
Kortlever stated that the accidents were not due to speed, but rather due to the curve, 
background, and blind spots. 
 
ALLEY VACATION PETITION – QUEEN BEE’S BAR & GRILL  
 
This was tabled from previous City Council meetings.  An Alley Vacation Petition was 
submitted by Tom & Doris Wendlandt, Queen Bee’s Bar & Grill.  Resolution 2012-03 
Vacating Alley Upon Petition Of A Majority Of Abutting Land Owners was presented.  
 
Findings include: 

1. Moving the power pole at Hwy. 23 and the alley approach; when the City looked at 
this previously it would have cost $7,000.00. 

2. Verify the alley widths; the alley right of way is 16 feet, it may not appear to be 16 
feet because the power poles are in the right of way making it appear narrower. 

3. Traffic count; would cost $700.00. 
4. MnDOT and Stearns County will consider moving the alley on Hwy. 23, with the 

understanding that the entrance be 32’ wide and the existing entrance be closed.  
5. Whoever owns the access will need to pay for and apply for the permit.  
6. County meetings are scheduled for March 13 and March 27, 2012.  
7. The access will have to comply with new ADA requirements.  
8. MN Liquor Control Board had determined that the liquor patio must be contiguous to 

the building.  
9. The utilities in the alley are:  Windstream telephone and CenterPoint Energy both 

underground and Xcel Energy above ground.  
 
Eckerly presented the CenterPoint Energy email and they are not in favor of the vacation; 
pavers would be okay, but not an enclosed structure. She is still waiting on a response from 
Windstream.  EDAP has also reviewed this and the EDAP Board will not give money, but 



Corner Drug could apply for a loan. Eckerly further reported that Doris Wendlandt did not 
know that the City Council had changed their meeting date and is not able to attend tonight, 
but will be at the next meeting.  
 
Spooner reported that there has been preliminary discussions and draft agreements 
regarding the Corner Drug’s awning out in the alley. 
 
There was some discussion on the who will pay the $6,000.00 and that the City cannot act 
on the vacation until the land is sold and the moving of the alley is solidified.  
 
GRANT – AREA CENTER 
 
The City has received the Federal Election Assistance For Individuals With Disabilities in 
the amount of $8,000.00 to be used for handicapped doors at the Area Center for elections. 
The grant application was for $9,160.00; however, the award was for $8,000.00.  On 
February 15, 2012, the Area Center Board approved paying the additional charges for the 
handicap doors of $1,160.00.  Eckerly reported the this was the second try for the grant 
and that the grant is 100% reimbursable.  The Area Center would like to have the doors 
installed in the next 30 days.  
 

Motion was made by Beavers to accept the grant and authorize the Mayor Pro-
Tem and City Administrator to sign the grant documents.  Seconded by 
Zimmerman and unanimously carried.  

 
WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY – RE-SCOPING PROJCT 
 
The letter sent to MPCA regarding re-scoping the project, breakdown of project costs, and 
schedule for the re-scoping project were presented. Mergen stated that this would allow the 
City to keep the grant and PFA funding. Saffert reviewed the items to be replaced and it 
would allow the City to capture the money, just on a smaller scale.  This would give the City 
20 more years of service with the replaced equipment. This will also continue to serve the 
City with future expansions if needed.  
 

Motion was made by Zimmerman to authorize Bolton & Menk to prepare plans 
and specifications for the re-scoping of the Wastewater Treatment Project at 
the cost of $295,000.00. Seconded by Beavers unanimously carried.   

 
SURPLUS PROPERTY BIDS 
 
The City received the following bids: 
Roger Torborg  $75.00  Slide in pump 
Roger Torborg  $50.00  Metal skid loader tracts  
 

Motion was made by Beavers to accept the bids from Roger Torborg in the 
amount of $75.00 for the Slide in pump and $50.00 for the Metal skid loader 
tracks. Seconded by Zimmerman and unanimously carried.  

 



INFORMATIONAL 
 
Thompson reviewed the following informational items:  March & April Meeting Schedules,  
LMC – 2012 Annual Conference, LMC – Legislative Conference, Community Meeting has  
been scheduled for Thursday, March 15, 2012 from 6-8 p.m. at the Paynesville Area Center  
to stimulate the downtown businesses. December Liquor Revenue & Expenses, Incode  
Financial Reports, Investment Spreadsheet, Bill Spooner Legal Bills and Capital  
Improvement Breakdown Report (emailed to Council) a copy can also be obtained from the  
Accounting  department at City Hall; and January Police Activity Reports. 
 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:16 p.m. 
 

     
Renee Eckerly, City Administrator 
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