
MINUTES 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
OCTOBER 18, 2012 
 
Vice Chair Bob McDaniel called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Members present were 
Darlene Loven and Donavan Mayer. Also present was Renee Eckerly, City Administrator; Bill 
Spooner, City Attorney, Linda Westvig, Barb LeClaire, Kay McDaniel, and Mark Eckerly. 
Absent were Dan Roberts and Jeff Bertram. 
 

Motion was made by Mayer to approve the minutes of the October 1, 2012 
Planning Commission Meeting.  Seconded by Loven and unanimously carried.  

 
VARIANCE – DAIRY QUEEN 
 
Linda Westvig and Barb LeClaire were present to give a report regarding the variance request 
to add a drive thru window to the northwest corner of the existing building. The existing 
building’s overhang is right on the property line. Westvig will be adding a small addition with 
the drive thru to the Dairy Queen building.  Westvig has talked with two neighbors and some of 
the residents at the apartment building and they had no issues. The Commission discussed 
the drive thru lane and how the roof covers it.  Dairy Queen is requiring stores to offer Orange 
Julius so they need more room. Westvig wanted to start the project this week, but discovered 
that she needed the variance. Westvig needs this done before they can reopen on February 1, 
2013. The Commission discussed the Cedar Street area being State Highway 55 not a City 
street.  
 

Motion was made by Mayer to approve the Dairy Queen Variance Report & 
Recommendation and recommend such to the City Council.  Seconded by Loven 
and unanimously carried.  

 
SIGN ORDINANCE 
 
Eckerly reported that prior to the meeting Mayer, Loven, Kay McDaniel, Spooner and Eckerly 
measured the height of the signage at the following locations: 

• A&W - 35 feet 
• Legion - 16 feet and the flagpole at the Legion is 50 feet 
• Alco - 30 feet 
• Cenex - 26 feet and the billboard by the new sign was 22 feet 

 
Some members drove the Hwy. 23 bypass and were able to see the flag pole at the Legion, 
but not much of the other signage at these locations. The Commission discussed if it is 
necessary to have a height limit or just a structural integrity test and whether an inspection of 
signs should be required. The Commission would like to know the cost of an inspection if one 
is required. The Commission discussed the variance procedure and that it is already part of 
Chapter 11 Land Use so it would not be included in the sign section.  The Commission 
discussed City Attorney Spooner’s draft changes: 

• Commercial signs and billboards should have different setbacks. 



• Originally, the sign ordinance was drafted to address billboards so need to be careful 
but should look at multiple sections of the ordinance. The Commission can’t regulate the 
content/message only the structure. 

• Commission needs to address the issues facing the C2-Highway Commercial district. 
• Intersections – The working after “the building itself” was discussed and removed. 
• Adjacent Property Line Setback – The Commission had a lengthy discussion regarding 

setbacks. The Commission suggested “common boundary” instead of “the front property 
line” and agricultural district was removed.  

• The Commission agreed on 35 feet height but to remove having it limited to the roof of 
the building or whichever is lower. 

• The Commission decided to just concentrate on these few sections of the ordinance 
and then go back and look at the other sections. 

• The Commission would like the safety aspect reviewed. 
• The Commission discussed having a working session to just revise the sign ordinance. 

 
Spooner will draft wording for the November 5, 2012 meeting. 
 
Spooner reported on the sign ordinance allowing political signs in the right-of-way in the 
Central Business district. Initially when the ordinance was drafted there were no signs in the 
right-of-way, but because the downtown businesses wanted to have signs outside their 
business on the sidewalk, which was a past practice, the Commission and Council did not 
want to prohibit it so the ordinance was modified. The City can’t regulate the message such as 
political versus business advertisement. The Commission can change this if they desire. The 
Commission indicated that a change may create more problems. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting will be held Monday, November 5, 2012.  
 
 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
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