
MINUTES 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
OCTOBER 1, 2012 
 
Chairman Dan Roberts called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Members present were 
Darlene Loven, Bob McDaniel, and Donavan Mayer. Also present were Renee Eckerly, City 
Administrator; Bill Spooner, City Attorney; Curtis Miller, Kris Friederichs, Steve Anderson, 
Franklin Sign; and Bob Wolfe, Indigo Signworks.  Jeff Bertram was absent.  
 

Motion was made by Mayer to approve the minutes of the September 10, 2012 
Planning Commission Meeting.  Seconded by McDaniel and unanimously carried.  

 
CHICKEN ORDINANCE 
 
Bill Spooner, City Attorney was present to review concerns regarding the draft Harboring of 
Chickens ordinance. Some of the items discussed were slaughtering, fees, initial inspection 
and who will do it as it needs to be done before chickens are put inside, setbacks, and 
screening. Miller addressed the Commission that this ordinance is so restrictive that no one 
would be able to afford or want to go through all the work to have the chickens. Miller asked 
why are having chickens more restrictive than dogs or cats. Why do people have to hide the 
fact they have chickens, but other residents can have dogs that can be just as large of a 
nuisance. When the Millers brought this forward, it was supposed to be a fun family activity to 
take care of the chickens and get eggs. Now it is very expensive and a lot of work and doubts 
he would even do it anymore. Wolfe commented on how Fergus Falls handles chickens and 
that it works well. Eckerly reported on the website Backyardchickens.com. It is very informative 
and she distributed a list of all the cities in Minnesota that deal with chickens. The Commission 
tabled the ordinance. 
 
SIGN ORDINANCE 
 
The Commission and City Attorney, Spooner discussed the following: 

• 300 feet from intersections. This makes sense for billboards, but not for commercial 
signage in the City limits. 

• The maximum height of signs being 35 feet or height of the building whichever is less. 
Highway Commercial along the Hwy 23 Bypass may need to be higher. 

• Wolfe reported that along the interstate highway by Alexandria there is varying heights 
for different areas. 

• The Commission requested Eckerly get the State requirements again. 
• Airport Zoning would still apply and override the sign ordinance. 
• Limiting the setback for on-premise signage, but not on the off-premise signs such as 

billboards 
• Allowing rocks to be utilized for signage. Spooner suggested eliminating 7c because the 

content can’t be regulated. 
• Height of buildings in the central Business District. 
• Breaking billboards out separately in the ordinance. 
• The Commission requested Eckerly to get the City of Olivia’s sign ordinance for review. 
• The Commission requested Eckerly get the Stearns County sign ordinance. 



• Most of the issues are in Subdivision 11. 
 

Spooner will draft wording for the sections he noted. Eckerly asked about the timeframe of the 
changes because both Subway and Paynesville Suites are waiting to move signs to the back 
of their property. A Public Hearing is required to approve changes to the ordinance. The 
Commission discussed having a special meeting on Tuesday, October 16, 6:30 p.m. but 
Roberts would not be available. Wolfe volunteered to come with his height stick and go around 
town and measure sign heights so that the Commission could visually get an idea of the 
different heights. 
 
NEXT MEETING - MONDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2012 
 
The Commission agreed to have a special meeting on Tuesday, October 16, 2012 to address 
the sign ordinance issues. 
 
BUILDING PERMIT REPORT 
 
Eckerly reported that there are issues with the bill and reports and she has contacted 
Inspectron for clarification. 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:52 p.m. 
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