
SPECIAL PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING
PAYNESVILLE CITY HALL

JANUARY 27, 2014
5:30 P.M.

AGENDA

I. CALL TO ORDER

II. CONSENT AGENDA
A. Minutes (page 1)

III. NEW BUSINESS
A. Election of Officers (page 4)
B. Meeting Schedule (page 5)
C. Part-Time Police Officer Position - Paul
D. Neighborhood Watch (page 6) - Renee

IV. OLD BUSINESS
A. Emergency Operations Plan
B. Emergency Management Director Report - Denise
C. Golf Cars & Tandem Bikes - Paul
D. Hospital & Siren - Update - Mary
E. Code Red/Nexus - Notifications Systems - Update 

Denise

V. INFORMATIONAL
A. Oil Trains Sparking Concerns In Small Towns

Newspaper Article (page 8)

VI. ADJOURN

Please contact Renee Eckerly at 320-243-3714 ext. 227 or at
reneeE@paynesvillemn.com if you can't attend the meeting.

Members: Jeff Thompson, Bob Liestman, Frank Carter, Donnie Mayer, Harry Thielen, Doris Wendlandt &
Renee Eckerly.

This agenda has been prepared to provide information regarding an upcoming meeting of the
Public Safety Committee. This document does not claim to be complete and is subject to
change.

BARRIER FREE: All Public Safety Committee meetings are accessible to the handicapped.
Attempts will be made to accommodate any other individual need for special services. Please
contact City Hall (320) 243-3714 early, so necessary arrangements can be made.



Minutes

REQUEST FOR COMMITTEE/COUNCIL ACTION

COMMITTEE/COUNCIL NAME: Public Safety Committee

Committee/Council Meeting Date: January 27,2014

Agenda Section: Consent Agenda

Originating Department:

Item Number: II - A

ITEM DESCRIPTION:

Prepared by: Staff

COMMENTS:

Please review the minutes from the August 27,2014 Public Safety Committee meeting.

ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS:

COMMITTEE/COUNCIL ACTION:

Motion to approve the minutes from the August 27,2014 Public Safety Committee meeting.

\



MINUTES
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

AUGUST 27, 2013

The meeting was called to order by Jeff Thompson at 5:30 p.m. Members present were
Bob Liestman, Fire Chief; Renee Eckerly, City Administrator; Paul Wegner, Police Chief; Mary
Matthews, and Denise Czech - Schwandt, Emergency Management Director. Donnie Mayer,
Harry Thielen, and Doris Wendlandt were absent.

Motion was made by Wegner to approve the minutes from the April 23, 2013
Public Safety Committee meetings. Seconded by Liestman and unanimously
carried.

OKLAHOMA SCHOOL TORNADO
,

The Committee discussed safe rooms in the school and if hallways are the best place for kids
in a tornado situation. Eckerly distributed a tornado handout and a handout on safety shelters
that are ballistic shields also.

SCHOOL SAFETY MEETING

Wegner reported on the open public safety meeting at the school on August 29, 2013. This
meeting was requested by the school board.

GOLF CARTS & TANDEM BIKES

Currently golf carts are all illegal at this time. The State Statute allows cities to regulate them
in their respective communities. The Committee discussed slow moving vehicle signs and
motorized versus non-motorized vehicles. Eckerly will share some examples with Wegner and
Wegner will bring back a proposal.

NATIONAL PREPAREDNESS MONTH

Eckerly reported that September is National Preparedness Month.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT DIRECTOR REPORT

Czech-Schwandt reported that Wegner suggested she research Code Red and Nexus which
are notification systems. Wegner stated that Madelia has the Code Red system. Eckerly stated
that Czech-Schwandt informed her that Stearns County has a system that the City residents
could use for free. Eckerly reported that the Committee had previously looked into both of the
systems. The Committee previously contacted the school to see if their system could be
utilized but that would only contact residents with students. Czech-Schwandt is to report at the
next meeting what Stearns County has to offer.



HOSPITAL & SIREN

Eckerly reported that the hospital's policy is to start evacuation when the tornado siren is
sounded. It has been requested that the City contact the nurses' station prior to sounding the
siren to inform them why the siren is being sounded. The siren is meant to warn people outside
that threatening weather is approaching and to take cover. The siren is not meant for people
inside. The hospital has an 800 mhz radio that they could listen to the emergency
management channel and hear what is going on. Matthews will check into this further.

XCEL ENERGY - SUeSTATION FENCING

The fencing at the intersection of Lake Ave. and old Hwy. 23 has been partially been
removed.

EMERGENCY OPERATION PLAN

The hospital has had a number of phone number changes. Eckerly will email Matthews to
verify that all changes are made. When complete, a new copy of the Plan will be distributed.

POLICE DEPARTMENT - TRANSCRIPTION & RECORDS MANAGEMENT

Wegner reported that there are 33 files sitting on the County's website. The County is not
waiting on anything from the officers for these records. The Chief is waiting to review them, but
doesn't know if they are going to be prosecuted. There is a priority system. If the file is "red" it
still takes a couple of days to be processed. The Chief is working through this.

The Department's volunteer is not doing anything with the RMS program. It was noted that the
retention schedule needs to be followed when destroying documents.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:50 p.m.



REQUEST FOR COMMITTEE/COUNCIL ACTION

COMMITTEE/COUNCIL NAME: Public Safety Committee

Committee/Council Meeting Date: January 27,2014

Agenda Section: New Business

Originating Department:

Item Number: III - A

ITEM DESCRIPTION: Election of Officers

Prepared by: Staff

COMMENTS:

Nominations for Chairperson.
Nominations for Vice Chair.
Nominations for Secretary.

ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS:

Current officers are:
Chairperson - Jeff Thompson
Vice Chairperson - Paul Wegner
Secretary - Renee Eckerly

COMMITTEE/COUNCIL ACTION:

Motion to appoint as Chairperson.
Motion to appoint as Vice Chair.
Motion to appoint as Secretary.



REQUEST FOR COMMITTEE/COUNCIL ACTION

COMMITTEE/COUNCIL NAME: Public Safety Committee

Committee/Council Meeting Date: January 27,2014

Agenda Section: I\lew Business

Originating Department:

Item Number: 111- B

ITEM DESCRIPTION: Meeting Schedule

Prepared by: Staff

COMMENTS:

Every year each Committee sets their meeting schedule. The Public Safety Committee
currently meets the fourth Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m.

ADMINISTRATOR COMMENTS:

COMMITTEE/COUNCIL ACTION:

A motion to set the Public Safety Committee meeting schedule for _



Jennifer Welling

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Renee Eckerly
Tuesday, October 29,201310:23 AM
Jennifer Welling
Fw: Stop Crime Before it Starts

Please put on next Public Safety meeting to discuss setting up the neighbor watch, which was also suggested at the
active shooter training.
Renee

From: Stearns County, IVIN <stearns@public.govdelivery.com>
To: Renee Eckerly
Sent: IVlon Oct 28 21: 12:34 2013
Subject: Stop Crime Before it Starts

Stearns County Sheriff's Office Updates
Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

National Crime Prevention Month

In honor of National Crime Prevention Month I would encourage you to
help make our communities safer from crime and violence. I strongly
believe that residents working with each other and with law enforcement

There are many ways that individuals, neighborhoods and businesses can help prevent crime in
Stearns County. To support your efforts, my office has expanded the Crime Prevention resource
section on the county's website. There you'll find safety information, tips to protect your family and
property, and even steps to start a neighborhood watch group.

ogether we can stop crime before it starts.

ohn L. Sanner
Stearns County Sheriff
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Before going out, be sure to review our Halloween Safety Tips.

Trick or Treat!

Recordsllnfo 320.259.3700Dispatch 320.251.4240

Trick or Treating on Halloween is a great time to meet and greet your
neighbors! Stop by each house to say hello and connect.

A watchful and active neighborhood is key to preventing crime because
actions that you and your neighbors take together are more effective than
working alone. Neighborhood Watch can work in any type of
neighborhood - from apartment buildings or city blocks to business parks
or rural areas. It's all about knowing your neighbors, staying observant
and reporting suspicious or illegal activity.

Neighborhood Watch

sheriff@co.stearns.mn.us

1. Get Started,
2. Get Organized, and
3. Get Active

• home security
• personal awareness
• safety for seniors
• rural crime

hese topics and much more are available in the website's document library.

Talk to neighbors and local law enforcement to find out if your
neighborhood has an active watch group. If not, check out our website or

download the brochure and learn how to:

If you already have a group or do get one going, what could you discuss? In addition to residents'
pressing concerns, you can cover a variety of safety topics such as:

Subscriber Preferences IStearns Website

,lX1lWedvI'. . !iii
~~i~f~~~iIMw~~~~~~ t~1r~~~~WlG~~~ggvillemn.com using GovDelivery, on behalf of: Stearns County, MN . 705 CourtllOuse Square' gOVDELIVERY.

giN II>!! \~WQ t'l,l.
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·1
nounce their approach as 10)
comotives pulling 3 million
gallons ofcrude per shipment
pass just a block from thEi
town's business district and:
only yards from the publi~
high school. ' ':

Emergency officials In;
Montanaandbeyondgenera1
ly praised the railroad indus;
try's responsiveness to de'
railments. I

Burlington Northern Santa:
Fe Railway, the dominanf
railroad in the Bakken. mainj
tains its ownhazardousmate)
rials emergency crews, total.
ing more than 20D personnel
at60 sites scattered across the
country.· The other. major
railroads. take similar pre!
cautions andofl'erspecialized
training to local fll'eflghters.·

Like most rural communi
ties, WolfPoint has an all-v91· ,
unteer fire department. The
nearest hazardous materials
teams are stationed on the
other side of the state, six to
eight hours away. . •

As for controlling an oil.
fueled fire, Wolf Point's fire
department would use up it~

supply of specialized foam in
a matter of minutes, said
Chris Dschaak, Wolf Point's'
mayor-elect and a volunteer

fit~:.limitations exist
for fll'e departments across
the U.S., said Alan Finkle's'
tein, a fire marshal in Ohio
who conducts hazardous ma
terials training for govern;
ment agencles and fll'st reo
sponders.:

Greg Rhoads, a railroad
emergency preparednes~
consultant and former CSlj:
employee, said kriowingwhat
rail traffic is passing througb.
a community and under[
standingthe potential risks is
crucial to being prepared.

Rhoads said he doesn't
think any community could
handle a disaster like the one
that unfolded in Quebec last
July, but every fll'e depart:
ment. even small ones, can do

~~~10~:'~J~~are an~
"If you have 10, 15, 20 rail,

cars on fire, it would cha!;
lenge Denver, Chicago or any
major fn-e department,::
Rhoads said. .

One of the first places
trains heading west pass
through is Wolf Point, an
agricultural town of about
2,600 people on the Fort Peck
Indian Reservation.

On a line historically dom
inated by grain and freight
shipments, crude trains are
nnw"a daily sight. Horns an-

Awarning placard on a tank car carrying crude oil is seen on a train
idled on the tracks near a crUde loading terminal in Trenton, N.D.

Dakota snake thelrway along
the Missouri River and slice
through towns large and
small before crawling over
the ContinentalDivideat Gla
cier National Park to reach
coasial refineries. Others
head south to the Gulf, east to
New York and Pennsylvania
or north into Canada.

cause it is home to'an oil re-"
fineryand a complex ofchem
ical manufacturing plants.

County emergency man
agement coordinator Dave .
Carpenter said the industry
has worked closely with .offi·
cials to improve emergencY
response since an incident-in:
1984, so he's not especially
concernedabout the crude oil
shipments.

"We're probably one of the
more-prepared places in the
nation," Carpenter said.

But even in another rela·
tively well-equlpped area,
like Little Rock, Ark., Pulaski
County emergency manager
Andy 'Traffanstedt said he
worries that a flery accident
like the one in Quebec could
overwhelm firefighters.

nSometimes things are so
catastrophic that yon can't .
ever get ahead 9f it;" he said,
even though his county has
three hasardous materials
teams and a Union Pacific
railyardwithmoreresources
nearby. "

Trains headed west out of
the Bakken oilpatch in North

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Atrain hauls crude oil west of Wolf Point, Mont. As common as the mile-long tralns"have become across the U.S. and Canada, dozens of
officials in the towns and cities where they travel say they are con~rned they are not adequately prepared to handle an emergency.

CEO Jack Koraleski. He said
there is not a safer option
than rail.

Federal officials who over
see railroads said they've rea
sponded to the boom in oil
trains by beefing up rail car
inspections in oil-producing
states such as North Dakota.
Tougher safety standards are
being consideredfor the tank
cars that carry oil.

But the accident records
kept by the U.S. Department
ofTransportation point to the
daunting size ofthat task. Oil
trains. are now active in vir
tually every corner of the
country, and since2008, crulle
releases from rail cars have
been reported in 29 states.

But the potential for a ma
joraccident looms ominously
for emergency officials.. Ur
ban areas and towns near
railroad facilities are better
prepared, while rural offi
cials know they may be on
their own in the flrst crucial
hours after an accident.

New Castle County, Del.,
has extensive resources and
well-trained firefighters be-

Oil trains sparldng concerns in small towns
Preparedness.
for der~ent,
disasters.vary
By MATTHEW BROWN
and JOSH FUNK
Associated Press

Wolf Point, Mont.
Freight trains hauling crude
oil out ofth~Northern Plains
aregrowingmorefrequent by
the day, mile-long proces
sions of black tank cars that,
rumble across the·continent.'

Ai; common as they have
become across the U.S. and
Canada, officials in dozens of
towns and cities where the oil
trains travel saythey are con
cerned with the possibility of
a major derailment; spill or
explosion, while their level of
preparation varies widely.

Stoking those fears was the
July crash of a crude train
from the Bakken oil patch in
Lac Megantic, Quebec - not
far from the Maine border 
that killed 47 people.

"It's a grave concern," said
DanSietsema, the emergency
coordinator in northeastern
Montana's Roosevelt County,
where oil trains nowpass reg
ularly through the county
seat ofWolfPoint. "It has the
ability to wipe out a town like
WolfPoint."

The.number of carloads of
crude oil hauled by U.S. rail
roads has surged in recent
years, from 10,840 in 2009"to a
projected 400,000 this year.

Despite the increase. the'
rate of accidents has stayed
relatively steady. An Ai;soci
ated Press review of federal
hazardous material accident
records show most of those
incidents "involved small
quantities ofoil.

Railroads say 99.997% of
hazardous materials ship
ments reach destinations
safely. Representatives ·said
they work hard to prevent ac
cidents and make sure emer
gency responders are pre
pared, by training about
20,000 fIrefighters and others
annually.

"It's not something to be
afraid of," said Union Pacillc




